




3 wodi^led in Israeli heficopter raid 

- - Isradi talfcopters Sunday 
gtogted AgmUa tax m the raestuuan leftigee camp of •Ain AJ 

ISSiSiuSi^iiSSSS PaJestmian 

SS? **“a?^S“i[*S**S£“ 0*S«aiiion (PLO).bi5i farad rign>.H 
Tlm.rwi by fbur fadicbpters targeted a 
b^OK used by the Democratic Fhui for the Uberadon of iSestme 
of the autonomy ded. TTie hdkopters fired 
^ » ttooo tat on the desc^ 

pTAmAIMhidunearthepQnqtvofSidm.an A^^dWftgTaflSK 

a w ynpy^ ptree dvflra near the bvdl^ were wounScdud 
Am AlHDwehytlm largest PdestiDian camp in 
f*'e banO n re ri d ^tt . In Td A^iv, an aimy mokesman 

ooDfinn^ the^ and said an the airccafi retunied safely 

a base -usyl for mourning antt-lsraeli attacks. The DFLP 
s mamstream gtoap Fateh has refnaed to 
jwt ^ an^ farad, earned out two attacks in 

October im.Israd*8^m-deSared ••security zone” in Swth Lebancm. 
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Israelis 

shoot 

dead 

Fateh 

^ghter 

‘ GAZA CTTY, ocaqsed Gaza 
SMp (Agencies) — Israeli 
■ troc^ diot dead a fi ghter of 
the military vni% of rite Pales- 
' tine ■ Liberation Onanisation 
(PLO) mam group Rateh and 
wounded anomer m die occq< 
med Gaza Strip Sunday, 
ralestinian sources said. 

Four Palestinian youths 
' were also shot and wounded in 
the strip, said, aliile the 
' ] it bad ste 


iqp a 


.•* 


a tells 
iigglina 
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hunt for wanted 
The two members of die 
Hawks armed wing of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s 
group Fatdi fou^t a gunbatde' 
widi solders in the K&n Yiinis- 
refugee cami). 

^ The dead m^ iriio was not 
'immediate identified, was 
die 1,44th raestmian kiHed 
IsraeU bullets sinoe amqmsw 
enqited in December 
according to an AFP ten coin- 
piled from Arab reports. 

Palestmian sources said 32 
members or sympathisers of 
Fateh, had been arrested over 
the jp^ few days m Khan 
Yunis. 

It was the army’s laigest 
swew against the fecdon smce 
Israel and tibe PLO sigEied the 
Sept. 13 apgord <m antonomy 
start^ in G me a nd fee West 
Bank to^ nfTftwjio. 

In the Jatfalia r^l^ee camp, 
solders opened fire at stone-, 
throwing demonstrators, 
woundog four children 
between 12 and IS. 

The demonstrators had 
gadiered in front of die home 
of Imad Akel, the military 
riiiri of dm Iriamic Resistascc 
Movement (Hamas) ^dio was 
shot dead by solders on 
Wednesday. 

Israefa' police disclose feat 
four memters of the Hamas 
armed wing, fazeddin A1 Qas- 
Ib sem, had been azrested on 
Nov. 4 allegedly for , 
to kidnap a sdlder cv J< 
settler. 

Amid Hamas threats to 
avenge the killing of Akel. the 
army has launched a race 
agaiut time to track down 
many wanted activists as possi- 
ble before Dec. 13, whra the 
army is to start withdrawing 
from Gaza and Jeridio. 

•*We are working at double 
speed before tiie widKtrawal,” 
an anny qjokesman told AFP. 

Yediot Aharonot new^per 
said 110 Palestinian activists 
were still on die run, most of 
th^ in (tea. 

The independent daily 
.Haaretz repined ^ of the 
^**dan^roos” activists were in 
the occupied (tea Strq> and 
five more in the Hebron area 
in die West Bank. , . 

In Ammaa, Faisal Husseini, 
senior PLO ofIBcia} in the occu- 
rd territories, warned Israel 
’ of fiurther bloodshed if 
it delays . the agreed troop 
pullont. 

”Th^ have to he aware of 
this tnitii and wifedraw op 
13 beeanse not almting by this 
date means , more losses and 
. violenoe on the two sides,” he 
^ said befrua dqiarting for the 
West fitohk. 

Mr. Husseini said any Israeli 
de^. would mean **tb^ ^ 
tiyiim fo ccmtinoe the suErerii^ 
aodfosses for us and them ... 

; %the warn of violeDce can only 
. be. stO|^ by Israeji witb- 
dnwid and any onosite view 
is futile and sterile." 

Mr* Husseini was with an 
trffoer of Fat^ movement, 
Muaz Seifqddin, 38, ndio was 
Fetnraii^ after 18 years to his 
home town of Thikarem. 

Israeli' prime Minister 
" Wriiak Rabin last Tburs- 
after tiie worst vkrfenoe 
•smcetiie peace agreement was 
sigaed in September, that 
' farael m^t delay pulling 
' tnKm'fron.GaA and jeridro. 

'Kfr. Ar^it saidon Saturday 
PLO Expected Isr^ to 
:^ick 10 itijsledge topuU troops 
^ limseim said PLO 

wcttxi^' amogernents would 

V *^Cte~ xeufiness is totm to 
- fain Oath Scr^^ 

die WflisiliSattk they would 
le for any 




Peace accord hinges on 
pullout deadline — Arafat 


IffiLSINKl, Finland (Agen- 
cies) — Palestine Liberation 
Oi^isation (PLO) <>3irfnflTi 
Yasser Arafat said Sunday that 
the Middle East peace accord 
hinges on Israel begiiimng its 
withdrawal from Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip on Dec. 13. 

If the, [^elis ^ not start 
withdrawing troops by the target 
date agreed to in negotiations, 
'this means that there will be 
DO implementation of the 
peace accord and everyone has 
to bear his responsibility about 
what will happen after that,” 
be said. 

Mr. Arafat made his com- 
ments before flying to De-- 
mnark, the last stop on a five- 
day Nordic tour to gain aid and 
investments for areas that 
wonJd achieve Palestinian self- 
rule under the historic accord 
simed Sept. 13 Washington. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has said that Dec. 
13 is not ”a holy date” and that 
withdrawal of trooM from 
around Jericho and fee Gaza 
Strip may have to wait until a 
cessation of violence that 
broke out after the peace 
accord was announced. 

Israeli officials Sunday play- 
ed down disagreements wife 
Palestmian negotiators over 
autonomy arrangements, 
ple ^^ to respea fee Dec. 13 

Health Minister Chaim 
Ramon told Israeli Ra£o: 


•There are some difficulties,' 
but we are negotiating to re- 
solve them. 

••The parties to the talks are 
tense because fee Dec. 13 
deadline is approaching and we 
have set ourselves the task of 
reaching ao agreement by 
then.” 

Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin said on 
Israeli Radio; “No doubt there 
will be a lot more mini-crisis in 
fee talks wife fee PLO, but fee 
Dec. 13 deadline remains a 
target.” 

In Cairo, Palestinian chief 
negotiator Nabil, Shaath said 
fee talks would resume ••in. 
prin^le" in £CT}:n on Tues- 
day, but ‘•no denmte date has 
beca fixed yet.” 

Dr. Shaath said the Israeli 
negotiating position had 
caused a “deep sense of crisis” 
among fee Pfoestinians. 

According to Mr. Arafat. 
Dr. Shaath accused fee Israelis 
of “proceeding by a series of 
in tribes.” 

“We want peace, and we are 
not putting up wife this kind of 
provocation,^' fee PLO chief 
warned. 

However, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said 
Palestinian officials had 
assured him progress was made% 
at fee last session of talks, held' 
in Cairo and £1 Arish in fee 
Sinai Pemnsula last week. 


Meanwhile the Israeli gov- 
ernment was meeting to fesr 
cuss the main problems stalling 
progress at the talks: The exact 
boundaries of fee future auton- 
omous district of Jericho and 
control of crossing points vith 
Egypt and Jordan. 

Mr. Rabin begins a three- 
day European tour Monday to 
brief Eropean Community 
leaders on fee progress of the 
talks. 

Dr. Shaath made an unsdie- 
duled trip from Paris to Stock- 
holm on Friday night to brief 
Mr. Arafat. 

“They are insisting not to 
wifedraw, but redeployment.” 
Mr. Arafat said at Helrinki 
airport. 

“In spite of feat I gave 
(Shaath) fee instruction to re- 
turn back to continue fee dis- 
cussion. I give it another 
chance,” said Mr. Arafat. 

“Patience has limits." he 
said. 

Mr. Arafat said fee PLO 
would hold “an important 
meeting” of its leadership in 
Tunis shortly to discuss the 
state of negotiations. 

The PLO leader noted feat 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Oiristopher would be in 
Europe this week. 

. Mr. Christopher plans at 
least two session with Mr. Ara- 
fat as part of a U.S. move to 
support fee peace accord. 



Iraq sceptical over chances 
for early lifting of sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — ■ 
The speaker of fee Iraqi parlia- 
ment, Mohammad Mehdi 
Saleh, said Sunday he doubted 
whether the U.N. embargo on 
Iraq would be lifted soon, and 
accused Western nations of 
tryi^ to prolong it. 

“From a legm and moral 
standpoint, the embargo no 
longer has a reason to exist. 
But there are other factors 
intervening to make it last,” 
I^. Saleh told AFP. referring 
to fee sanctions imposed after 
Iraqi troops invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

•^ai is why we doubt the 
credibilitv of certain countries, 
like fee Onited States and Bri- 
tain,” he added. 

Iraqi and U.N. offidals said 
Friday that Baghdad had 
agreed to long-term monitor- 
ing of the country's chenucal, 
.nudear and annament prog- 
rammes. removing a major 
obstacle to lifting fee U.N. 
embargo on Iraqi oil sales. 

In a letter to fee Security 
Council, Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said A1 Sahaf 
agreed to the long-term moni- 
toring and urged fee coundi to 
Uft fee sanctions. 

He voiced hope that the 
Security Council would re- 
spond to fee Iraqi initiative by 


inunecSately implementing pa- 
ragraph 22 of U.N. Resolution 
687. which called for the 
embargo to be lifted once it 
was determined Iraq had hon- 
oured its agreement to destroy 
all weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Mr. Saleh meanwhile said 
fee minimum six-month period 
required by the United Nations 
to test Iraq's compliance was 
“long and useless.^' 

“Three years and four 
months for an embargo is am- 
ple. 'There is no point in mak- 
ing it drag on uselessly — that 
contrafects the U.N. Charter,” 
he said. 

Diplomatic sources at the 
U.N. said Iraq's pledge to hon- 
our its agreements may not be 
enough to convince the Secur- 
ity Coundi to lift the embargo 
in the near future. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz has been in New 
York since last Sunday to 
plead for the lifting of sanc- 
tions, and aonised the United 
States on Saturday of blocking 
such a measure. 

“The major obstacle (to lift- 
ing sanctions) is the position of 
the American administration,’* 
Mr. Aziz said in New York in a 
television interview. 

Asked whether he thought 


the United States position was 
a double-cross, Mr. Aziz re- 
plied, “Yes, it is.” 

Mr. Aziz said Saturday feat 
U.N. inspection teams will no 
longer be confo^nted. 

“Yes, 1 can assure you. Yes, 
we don't have any interest in 
those confrontations....,” Mr. 
Aziz said. He was asked on 
Cable News Network's Evans 
and Novak show if Iraq ^11 
block U.N. teams searching for 
weapons-building technology. 

Such confrontations occur- 
red the last two years as U.N. 
inspectors tried to implement 
Resolution 715, adopted in 
October 1991. 

/ Mr. Aziz spent die eariy part of 
the week privately urging 
'Security Coundi members to 
lift the sanctions. 

When asked why it took Iraq 
so long to accept monitoring. 
Mr. Aziz told CNN the con-' 
frontatioDS “were imposed on 
Iraq/' 

“There were provocations 
that affected fee dignity of the 
country, fee sovereignty ... 
and the security of the country. 


and we were reacting in a way 
to protect ourselves,” be said. 

He repeated Iraq's claim 
that there were no more 

(Coi^oed on 10) 


Import licences abolished 


By Samir Shafiq 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Industry and 
Trade Minister Bassam A1 
Saket announced at a pres 
conference Sunday that^ li- 
cences are no longer required 
for fee bnik'of Jerk’s exports 
and imports in line wife the 
government’s drive to liberal- 
^ the Kingdom’s economic 
climate and facilitate bufewss 
♦wmeapfinns for indtutrislists 
and trad^. 

The minister stud the Coun- 
cil of Minis ters has approved a 
new import and emort law 
which wuld take effect]^ 
its puhlishing in fee official 

aMyette SOOD. The HCW Uw 
would cancel regulaUons 
jy yiied in 1976 and 1979 to 
fcm import/export proce- 





ffawwff" AI Saket 
economic expansion, noting 
that in 1993 about 100,000 im- 
port/export licences were 
issued to some 16,(XX) impor- 


nr’ Saket embhasised that ters/exporters compared to 
?5l*.7M«frt?i2^onlv a 36,000 Soences is^ to 1 ,000 


the n^' (draft) law was only a 
in me process of refonns 
noting feat many developed 
countries and neighbounM 
states have scrapped unppro 
export licences and Jordan^ 
to ease fee measures winch 
regulate the movement of 

^*p^aid That the new law wm 
also necessitated Jordans 


bu^essmen in 1985. 

The minister assured fee 
journalists feat neither fee In- 
ternational Moneta^ Fund 
(IMF) nor fee World Bank Irad 
any influence on the decision 
to amplify import/export proc- 
edures. 

According to Dr. Saket. the 
new law reneves the Ministry 


of Industry and 'Dade from 
collecting fees and ^ves the 
customs people fee ri^ to 
c^ect all necessary chai^ in 
a single payment upon fee 
clearing oi goods., 

As ^ch, the minister elabo- 
rated, costs which were associ- 
ated wife licences would be 
nuniimsed and would reflect in 
lowering or at least in main- 
taining stability of prices on 
local and imported products. 

The main features of the 
new law from an export pers- 
pective are; 

A) Exporters are exempted 
from obtaining a licence for 
their exports « Jordanian ori- 
gin on condition that the goods 
are not destined to coontdes 
with whi^ Jordan has pro- 
tocols or tra^ agreements. 

Unless the protocols and 
agreements exempt fee exports 
from canyizig a licence, ex- 
ports to thke countries require 
certain arrangements ana, as 
sttfe, should have an export 
licence. 

I need a prior dear- 
)m a roecific authority 
to be eiqxHte^ the clearance 
would suffice and would be 

(Coothmed on page 7) 


Jordan’s water problem is legacy 
of Palestinian influx — ^^Majali 



AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Ma- 
jali Sunday blamed the forced 
migration of Palestinians into 
Jordan for much of the water 
problems the country is fttang 
at present. 

'The Kin^om’s water re- 
sources coum have been suffi- 
cient for one and a half million 
people but not adequate to 
suffice the domestic and agri- 
cultural needs of four million 
citizens. Dr. Majali said in an 
address at the opening session 
of a regional symposium on 
water use and conservatioo- 
.(See page 3) 

The actual per capita water 
requirements in Joitian is esti- 
mated at 1,(X)0 cubic metres 
but the availability is 180 cubic 


Abdnl Salam Al MqiaU 


metres or only 15 p^ cent of 
the actual needs. Dr. Majali 
said. 

Jordan uses 27 per cent of its 
water for drinking and indust- 
rial purposes, costing fee coun- 
try around five per cent of its 
overall income, the prime 
minister said. 

Stressing feat Jordan realises 


fee inevitability of resorting to 
modern technology and reor- 
ganis'mg lepslation and public 
administration to deal with the 
water problem. Dr. Majali said 
fee Kingdom had worked out 
•plans for this purpose and has 
been allocating and spending 
funds to deal with fee problem. 

He said Jordan was not 
alone in the region that bad 
been suffering from imba- 
lances in naturS resources and 
population. Similar imbalances 
exist in the occupied Palesti- 
nian lands and also in Israel 
where the problem is less acute 
because tne Israelis are ex- 
ploiting fee share of water of 
the Arabs in the region, he 
said. 

Since fee start of the peace 
process in Madrid, Jordan has 
focused its attention on fee 
water issue and special work- 
ing groups bn water have been 
fbnned, he added. 

Water sharing is among fee 
top pmrities on the Israeli- 
Jordanian agenda. Dr. Maj^i 
said. 

The prime minister said 


JordanLan-Israeli negotiations 
deal with the question of en- 
suring for each side its share of 
the common water resources, 
namely in the Jordan and Yar- 
mouk rivers. 

He said the Jordanian de- 
legation to the Jordan-Israeli 
negotiations was trying to cre- 
ate a sub-agenda for the talks 
with fee Israelis on water, 
energy and environment 
issues. 

He said the sub-ageoda “is 
designed to help settle Israeli- 
Jordanian dispnites in these 
three matteis on the one hand 
and exploring future regional 
cooperation, which can only 
Stan following the achieve- 
ment of comprehensive 
peace.” 

Similarly, Dr. Majali added, 
a working group on water is 
also active In the multilateral 
phase of the peace process and 
IS discussing data on water 
resources and water use, man- 
agement of water resources, 
increa^ng water resources in 

((tetimed on page 5) 


Senate 
elects its 
officials 
and panels 

By Snbw^pbd^ r 
Special to the Jordaa Times 
AMMAN — The Upper 
House of Parliament (^- 
ate) Sunday elected senators 
Zeid Rifu, Ahmad Obeidat. 
Abdullah Salah and Leila 
Sbaraf as members of its 
permanent office. 

Former prime ministers 
Rifai and Obeidat were 
elected as first and second 
deputy qieakers respectively, 
former Ambassador to fee 
United Nations Salah was 
elected first assistant speaker 
and fee poation of second 
asastant speaker went to for- 
mer kfrni^r of Infonnation 
Lefla Sbaraf. 

There were no other 
nominations for these po^ 
dons. The speaker is 
uipointed by Hfa Majesty the 
lung. 

Former prime ministers 
Bahjat Talhonni and Mudar 
Badian and former House 
speaker Ahmad Tarawneb 
were elected as members of 
fee Ifr^ier Cbundl for fee 
Interpretation of fee Con- 
stitution. 

The council includes Sen- 
ate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi as 
presi^t, three senators and 
fee most senior five judges in 
the judicial system as mem- 
bers. 

The council convenes to 
interpret articles in fee con- 
stitution. It is the only body 
autiiorised to try ministers or 
former ministers upon the 
lexmesx. of tiie Lower House. 

The Senate also approved, 
wife only minor changes in 
wording^, its reply to the 
Speech TOm fee Tmone with 
wliidi His Majesty opened 
fee 12fe Pariiament on Nov. 
23. The reply, drafted by a 
three-member committee 
comprising of Ahmad 
Obeidat, Kamel Sberif and 
Nasserdfe Al Assad, will be 
ted to fee Kiiig at fee 
^ai ^uit today. 

The Senate also elected 
members of its foreign 
affairs, judicial, finance, 
administrative, education 
and hi^er education and en- 
vironment, social develop- 
ment and health committees. 

during fee sesrion, 
Kamel Abu Jaber and Abdul 
Majeed Shoman, who did not 
attend the opening session on 
Nov. 23, were sworn in as 
senators. 

Senators are appointed by 
fee King and can serve as 
ministers. 

The Constitution stipulates 
that members of the Senate 
should be chosen from 
among former or present 
prime ministers and minis- 
ters. former ambassadors 
among other high-ranking 
nfRei^s aod ‘persons vho 
enjoy fee cooSwnce of the 
people through feeir services 
to fee country and fee na- 
tion.” 


Cabinet reshuffle could 
come any moment now 


By Nenneen Morad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

-AMMAN — Prime Mboister 
Abdnl Salam Majali yesterday 
-continued extensive consulta- 
tions mtb paiiiamenfery Uocs 
aimed at T^uffling his cabinet 
in preparation for seeldng fee 
Lower House of parliament 
vote of confidence next 
Sunday. 

According to pailiamentazy 
sources, fee prime minister 
Sunday met wife representa- 
tives cn fee Pr^ressive Demo- 
cratic Front The sources said 
Dr. Majali did not reveal what 
dianges he will introdnoe to his 
cabinet's makeiq). ■ 

A reshuffle eiroected to 
affect as many as 10 posts was 
to be qpnntintwi feis Week 
wife some sources saying fee 
reshuffie could come as early 
as today. 

The pariiament, cmiqiosed 
of three primary blocs and two 
onallftr ones, is expected to 
BveDr. Maj^ a vote of confi- 
dence but only after what 
promises to be stiff questioning 
by fee depiities of me govern- 
ment policies on peace and 
democratic values. 

The majority of fee mem- 
bers of the two larger blocs — 
fee 18-member National Ac- 
tion Front (NAF) and the 22- 
member Progressive Democra- 
tic Front — are mqiected to 


give fee Majali cabinet a vote 
of confidence, sources say. The 
17-membeT Islamic Action 
Front (lAF) parliamentary 
bloc on the other band is ex- 
pected to witMioldcoiifidei^.^ 

It was not immeifiacely dear 
how fee sax-member Indepen- 
dent Bloc and fee ei^-mem- 
ber National Front and other 
independents w£D vote. 

Pmiiameiitaiy sources told 
the Jordan Tix^ Sunday that 
some depoties intend to give 
Dr. Mmw a vote of confidence 
but wiu make it a pdnt to 
criticise him for using His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
Speech from the Throne as a 
government pofi^ statement. 

A member of fee PrMres- 
sive Democratic Front (TOF) 
said timt nmny of his coalraon’s 
members are going to criticise 
Dr. Majali for “hiding behind 
the speech from fee throne” 
and stress that tiieir vote “is 
one of confidence in His 
Majesty’s policies and not Dr. 
Majafi's.” 

At least two members of the 
PDF bloc, Mafrnq Deputy 
Abdul Karim Dughmi and 
Amman dmuw TouTan Faisal, 
have already tfedded that they 
will not vote in favour of the 
calnnet, fee sources say. 

The NAF, generally 
accepted as Dr. Majali’s core 
in the Honse, is 
give unanimons 


sufqwrt to the premier. 

According to lAF sources, 
the prime minister did not seek 
a meeting with the front 
. leaders. 

, -Syb)!e the lAF maintains 
that its position towards the 
government is a “strategic’' 
one based on the front's rejec- 
tion of fee Kingdom’s involve- 


snpport group 
expected to , 


ment in the Middle East peace 
negotiations with Israel the 
frtmt’s decisicm is also infhi- 
cnced 1^ its dissatisfactiOD wife 
the government’s handling of 
the Nov. 8 electioas and divi- 
sions among its ranks over diis 
issue. 

Dr. Hammam Saeed, an 
Amman lAF deputy, told fee 
Jordan Tunes mat the front 
“will not give confidence out of 
strategic considerations re- 
garding the peace pro(^.” 

Other sources within the 
lAF say that while the'Ffont 
was ej^ected to deny Dr. Ma- 
iali confidence, it was not only 
because of the government in- 
volement in the peace process, 
somethii^ the falamists lived 
wife dnrmg terms of {uevious 
^ernments, but because “the 
front also needs to reassert 
itself as an opposition force at 
a time when many of its leaders 
are bemg critidsM for courtte 
the Tcgune at the mqpense m 
tiie Front’s reputation among 
its cadres.” 

(CoBtfauied on page ^ 


Parliament to begin vote of 
confidence debate on Sunday 


By Ayman Al Safodi 

Jmdan Times Staff Repmter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of PaiHament Sunday 
set Dec. 5 as the date to start 
debating a motion of confi- 
dence sought 1^ fee govem- 
mmit of Abdnl Salam Al Ma- 
jali. 

Dr. Majali Thursday asked 
for a vote of confideore from 
the House on the baas of 
Speech from fee Throne with 
vmich Majeoy Kng Hus- 
sein raened me 12th ralia- 
ment Tnesday. The Constitu- 
tion stipulates that the govern- 
ment seeks fee confidence of 
the Honse within 30 days after 
Parliament convenes. 

House Speaker Taber Al 
Ma^ set next Sond^ as the 
date for beguming the debate 
of confidence after the House 
voted down a proposal by Maf- 
raq Deputy Abdiil Kanin AI 
Dn^uni to refer to fee Higher 
pmadl for fee Interpremtion 
of fee Constitution a di^te 
over whether it was constitn- 
tionai for fee government to 
use the Speech from the 
Throne as its po^ statement. 

hfr. Dnghmi, a lawyer, 
argued that it was unconstitn- 
tional for fee government to 
use the Speech from the 
Throne as hs policy statement 
because it was ^^pointed be- 
fore fee end of tiie term of the 
life Parliament. 


Islamic Action Front (lAF) 
deputies said the government 
should present its own policy 


statement so that it is per- 
ceived to •‘be hidinje^behixid fee 
Speech from the ‘Throne.’* 

Other deputies aieued that 
the govemment should present 
its own policy statement be- 
cause the “norm” has been 
that fee government which su- 
pervises fee elections resigns 
and a new government is 
formed* A govemment formed 
while the House is in sesaon is 
constitutionally required to 
submit its own poncy state- 
menL 

Deputies opposed to the use 
of the Speedi rrom the Throne 


and teqbest a vote of 
conuaence on fee basis (rf fee 
statemenL 

If the Chamber of Deputies 
is not in sesaon at the time, or 
stands dissolved, tiie Spe^ 
from fee Throne shall be consi- 
dered to be a statement of hs 
for the purposes of 


fee unilateral govemment 
chanees of fee Election Law 


as a pol^ statement also dted 
inilai 
of tb 

and the dissolution of the life 
Parliament as political reasons 
feat can for a separate policy 
statement. 

Dr. Majali dted Axtide 54 
of fee Constitution to prove 
that be has the rigjit to consid- 
er fee Speech from the Throne 
as a policy of statement. 

Item 3 of Artide ^ of the 
Gon^totion, which was also 
used by Mr. Dadmi to state 
his case, says: newly 

fbnned Council of Ministeis 
shall, wifein one month of its 
formation, in cases whm fee 
Chamber of Deputies is in ses- 
rion, place before the Cham- 
ber of Deputies a statement of 


It is a “must" for the govem- 
ment to use fee Speed from 
fee Throne as its po^cy state- 
ment in light of this artide and 
a 1991 ruling of fee Higher 
Coundi for fee Interpretation 
of the Constitution. 

The council ruled in 1991 
feat the govemment of Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker had to use 
fee Speedi from the Tbri:^ as 
its. polity statement because it 
was formed while fee House 
was in recess. 

Hie heated debate, during 
nhich Dr. Majali rejected re 


marks by lAF Deputy Abdul- 
lah Al Maileta that the govern- 
ment encroached on the leg- 
islative authority when it 
chan^ tiie Election Law, en- 
ded when only 17 out of 73 
deputies present voted in 
favour of Mr. Dughmi’s mo- 
tion. 

Dr. Majali had earlier 
started negotiating tbe ehang i^ 
he b expdted to introduce to 
the Cabinet wife members ol 
fee various parliamentary 

(Continued on page S) 










iVliddle East News 


Beirut port gets ready 
to rise from the rubble 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon b 
embarking on the rfannHiig 


.Beirut devastated and 
looted daring IS years of civil 
>war — to revive role as a 
major east Mediterranean 
trade hub. 

The government hopes die 
S140 million it will pump into 
mgrading the port m die next 
years will make it corn- 
peddve uith ports in the re-* 
^on and reacty to handle the 
trade boom that Middle East 
peace could bring. 

**We want to rehabUitate 
Beirut port quidkly, firsdy for 
the coonti^ to rerive, and 
secondly, m case of peace 
with Isi^l we want to have a 
port that has-tbe best equip- 





ment to con^te, port offi- 
cial Joseph Kamel told Reu- 
ters. 

The programme and a $400 
milli on plan to upttete Beirut 
airport are key projects in the 
port-war reconstruction plans 
of the government of Prime 
Minister Rafik A1 Hariri. 
Work on both projects is 
eitpected to begin in the first 
of 1994. 

Eighty per cent of Leba- 
non's trade ^passes diroi^ 
the port of Beirut and oEn- 
cials say vohnne will increase 
(hamatically once it is up- 
dated. 

But at preset maiw ship- 
nim companies still avoid 
Be^. They say poor equip- 
ment and an aying work- 
force cause long d^ys. A 
recent U.N. stu^ caflra the 
port completely uncompeti- 
tive. 

Antoine Rayes, bead of a 
government ommnittee run- 
ning the port, said the aim of 
the renovation programme 
was to give Beirut^mie of the 
most important ports in the 
regioa.'’ 

“If we limit our acdvhy to 
rehabilitation... we .won't 
have dcMie anythmg but mod- 
ernise the p(^ a ntde since 
1^5. But we want to regain 
our previous poshkm and at 
die same time f(dow im widi 
devdopment,** he sakL 

The port was sti^iped of 
most cn its ' eqnqiinent. by 
militiaiiien who took it over 
during the 1975-90'civd war. 
The government reco- 
vered little the equi|Harat 
and the port now rents most 




Premier RaSc A1 Bjunri 

of its machinery from private 
firms. 

“We are rebuildnig from 
zero. The mSitiamen took 
everything leaving die pqita 
desert^*’ said K^el, 
standing amid mountains of 
rubble. 

Rebuilding wjll be financed 
by a $50 milHon European 
Investment Bank loan 
granted -in November. The' 
rest will come from port re- 
venue wbidi is eimected to 
reach 100 'billion 
pounds' (SS8 miUion) diis 
year. 

New mobile, cranes and 
rails, forklifts and other 
handling eqmpment like sid^ 
loaders, tracks and trailen 
will be bought. 

Cargo btmns wHl be re- 
built, a new quay construefod 
and warehouses repaired. 
The port wiQ be pai^ and 
asphalt^ and cooqiatierisa- 
tion upgraded. 

Tan basins stiD have to be 
deardi of capsized sfaq& and 


'mififls plants On the seabed* 
bv militiamea, which will 
afkiw bmger sfaqis to enter. 


Mr. R^es raid a third 
quay wifi oonudete Dock 4, 
me.1aig» of me four doda, 
tnndng it into a m^ oontain- 
ct teradnal. with a handimg 
capadty of 200,000 ooptam- 
eis yearly. 

- ineneaang ite droii^ te ]JS 
metres will dlow fonrth genr 
eration- container ships to 
berth there,. he said- 
A fifth dock able to handle 
twice as many oonfainen is 
planned'in the future. 

The old 3S,000-sqiuuro- 
metre free zone is a mountain 


jTii ihifnf EBas fifrawi 

of nibble. Its batter^ build- 
ing has been demolish^ to 
make for a SlS-million 
free.zone complex double die 
area on winch woik mil begin 
soon. 

A second free zone hous- 
' iog li^t industry' is planned 
in the future. 

Offidals the port's 
1,400 employees, most ag^ 
over 50, ncM retraini^ in 
modern port operations. 
Tliey also ladr me proper 
equipment and make do widi 
obi ffladzioeiy. 

But Mr. Rayes said demte 
this unloacfiog speed was '^ex- 
emplary” and cargo was on- 
loaded mthin 24liours. 

He triamed delays in goods 
clearing the port of outdated 
legulatlOOS and tnatmal GUS* 
checks ma^ ncccssary 
1^ the lack of X-iay scanners. 

Deqiite the' port's ooo^- 
tion,. official figures show that 
lepaar cargo traffic skyrock- 
et^ to more than thrre inil- 
lioo toimes in 1991 from 
182/100 in 1990. 

It now, stands near the pip- ' 
war; levd of four milhoo ton- 
nes and. offidals ray 
for-raw- material for the gov^ 
ermneot's massive Sl.8 bil- 
lion, 25-year project to re- 
buiid Bemrt aty centre will 
-shm^y increase cargo traffic. 

Thousands of containeis 
now line the qnays ^ evi- 
dence that activity has 

. picked up.. • 

boc -But th^ stancToir^groand' 
littered wite a filthy codriail 
of wet cement, mua and ferti- 
lizer — testimony to tlm 
depth of decay in which the 
p(^ is stil] maed. 


Clan war | New York talks 


contained 
in Baidoa 

MOGADISHU (Agencies) — 
Indian troops near the central 
town of Baidoa halted clan 
fighting on Saturday that left 
an undetermined number of 
casualties, U.N. offidals said. 

The fighting erupted on the 
eve of an intemabonaJ donor 
conference in the Ethiopian 
capital, Addis Ababa, that is 
alro expected to bring tc^ether 
rival clan leaders in an efrort to 
settle their differences. 

Inter<lan fighting broke out 
Friday in Waajid, about IIS 
kilometres north of Baidoa, 
according to Captain Asif 
Iqbal, a U.N. spokesman. He 
said be did not know bow 
many people may have been 
killed or wounded. Indian 
troops stopped the battle 
Saturday and later took control 
of the town. 

The fighting apfurently was 
over the selection of dan rep- 
resentatives for tiieir dis^ct 
council. The councils are firrt 
step hi a U.N.-sponsored plan 
to rorm a transitional national 
government by January. 

Recently, mere have also 
been minor dashes in Baidoa. 
which late last year recovered 
from a famine, complicated by 
dvil war, that l^ed thpusands. 

Indian troops destroyed two 
“technicals" (i»ck-up trucks 
with'machine guns mounted on 
them) when they intervened to 
st<m the .fighting. * 

■ There were no casualties 
during the operation carried 
out with the help of In^an 
military helicopters, Capt. 
Iqbal said. 

In Mogadishu, a U.S. milit- 
ary convoy came under small 
arms fire from unidentified 
gunmen Saturday, a U.S. milit- 
ary spokesman said. 

American troops returned 
fire after one humvee vefaide 
was hit \n bullets, there were 
no casualties. 

The shooting oocuied along 
the 21 October road as foe 
convoy was moving from the 
univenr^ compound military 
base to Hunter base in south- 
ern Mogadishu, Steve Rausfo 
said. 

«• • •• « mm ealmii •• I I f 

deaid ; 

Car thieves shot dead, a 
Somali driver working for 
CNN Television Sunday, his 
colleagues said. 


make little impact on 
Baghdad residents 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 

BAGHDAD — “One hun- 
dred dinars. It will make your 
baby lucky," said foe thin 


man squeezing a toy barking 
dog on a street jammed with 
impoverished D^is selling 


their clothes and shoes. . 

But many Iraqis who have 
believed over the past three 
years that draconian U.N. 
trade sanctions would be 
lited any day are finally con- 
vinced their luck has run out. 

Political and ‘technical talks 
going on in New York be- 
tween Iraq and foe United 
nations towards lifting the 
sanctions have made Iit& im- 
pact in a country where every 
encouraging word was once 
taken as a sign .that foe crip- 
pling trade ban would be 
eased. 

“Nobody believes anymore 
that sanctions will be lifted 
soon -T what happens in the 
U.N. is just talK,^' said one 
Iraqi trying to survive on a 
monthly salary wluch has 
piungea in value since the 
1990 Gulf crisis from $1,500 
to less than SS. 

Even Iraq's official media, 
fond of tellmg citizens that a 
lifting of sanctions is just 
around foe corner, has been 
silent on the issue. 

Official newspapers and 
• radio made no mention at the 
weekend of Baghdad's agree- 
ment ii) New York to ibng- 
term w&pons monitoring — 
a key step on what still looks 
like a long road to Uftine the 
embargo ^ch has kept Iraqi 
oil off the market since its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Despite the news, which 
reached the country on fore- 
ign radio broadcasts, the 
volatile Iraqi dinar barely 
bufo^. 

The curren^. usually buf- 
feted by the slightest rumour, 
bas hovered at record lows of 
about ISO to the dollar after 
plunging earlier this month 
on the black market — a far 
more - accurate barometer of 
' W'^ue'thah’the offid^ rate 
of 3.2 dinars to the dollar. 

One glimmer of hope many 
Iraqis had for an earing of 
economic hardship — a deal 


for $1.6 bOUon of supervised 
oil sales being negotiated 
with the U.N. earuer this 
year — has evaporated. 

Baghdad seems to have de- 
ddeo it can live with foe time 
it takes for a complete lifting 
of the oil embargo rather 
than agree to stop-»p mea- 
su^ for limited sales under 
stria supervision. 

“Iraq wants foe oil to Qow 
a^n but not at any price," 
said one Baghdad-based 
European diplomar. 

Gulf war ceasefire terms 
imposed by the U.N. after 
Iraqi forces were driven from 
Kuwait in February'1991 call 
for Baghdad to dismantle its 
most dangerous weapore sys- 
tems and accept long-term 
monitoring before the ban on 
exports is lifted. 

Despite foe shortage of 
hard 'currency, foe goyem- 
ment this* month relaxed 
strict rules on imports. It 
created an illusion of normal- 
ity by allovring back into pri- 
vate markets goods, including 
honey and tinned milk. 

. The bright lights and well- 
stocked shops, in bustling 
Baghdad mask foe demra- 
tion of millions of Iraqis 
whose salaries are worth so 
little that they rely on govern- 
ment food rations to keep 
starvation at bay. 

They pack the pavement 
markets, selling used shoes 
and socks for pennies to 
those who are only slightly 
better off. 


bas imposed, Iraq is keeping 
its ration ^stem togmer 
throueh oat^work measures 


through pat^work measures 
that can hold out indefinitely. 

These include increa^ 
local food production, the 
quiet release of frozen Iraqi 
assets by some oonntries for 
food and medidne sales and 
complicated barter deals re- 
volving around oil. 

In one such deal. Iraq this 
month rigped-a protocol wifo 
Vietnam in which Baghdad 
receives rice and tea in fieu of 
interest payments on Iraqi oil 
purchases m the 1980s, mplo- 
■nats said. 


DFLP leader says opposition growing against autonomy accord 


By Su Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A prominent 
Palestinian leader Sunday 
voa^ to cmtiniie efforts to 
torpe^ the Oslo accord in 
coordiiiation wifo impositiCKi 
factions inside and outside 
the framework of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Otganisafioo 
(FLO). 

Democratic Front for foe 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) l^er Nayef Hawat- 
meh ssud that oppoatkm to 
foe accord has gained 
momentum siooe it was rati- 
fied in Washington by. the 
PLO and Israel on Sgrt. 13. 

In an interview wifo die 
Jordan Tunes at lus hotel 
snite, Mr. Hawatmeh abo 
ruled out taking part^ in 
Palestinian councQ aectioas 
in tbe occupied territories 
sdieduled for next July. ^ 

'Tlie purpose of bolding 
these elOTons is to have an 
executive counefl to imple- 
ment tbe Rabin-Aiafat 
rmnement,” Mr. Hawatmeh 
ra^ *‘We win not take part 
in sndi elections.” 

Accuring PLO Ch airman 
Yasser Arafrit of trring to 
avoid bolding counal elec- 
tions and ap po inti ng peofte 
in ci^ and town nromcipali- 


ties in the oneqwed tefritn- 
ies, Mr. Hawatmeh said: 
“There b still a big pOBsibOity 
that tbe dectioos will not 
take place because there boo 
guarantee that those who 
want to be rukn win win in 
foe oouncQ dectioos.” 

The Damascus-based 
Palestiraan leader's riat id 
J<M daa'ha8 hv J nAMi ^ nnn^ 
her of meetings with Jorda- 
nian and Pakstmian gro ups 
to gqar up p re s wre oa.w 
FLO leadadq} to drop foe 
GazaJericho agreement, and 
to muster support for holding 
a "popular Palestinian 
national confereoce” triiidi 
would omne out with a poll- ' 
deal programme to torpedo 
the Oslo accord. 

In the part week, Mr. 
Hawatmeh discussed these 
.efforts with Jordan's Tdamic 
Actim Frmt (lAF) deputies 
m tbe Lower noose ctf Parlia- 
ment, Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) reine- 
sentatives ara members of 
the Palestinian Women's 
'Federation. 

The projected "united 
front” codfereoce, which 
would result from 
smaller national conferences 
in the ooeo^ed 'territories 
and in countries where large 
Palestinian comnmnities re- 


side, would indiidc die 10 
Damascus-based oppositkm 
fcrtin™ and “a mmoiity of 
Palestine tfetiooai Cmmcfl 
(mC) membecs. Mr. Hawat- 
c ip e iite d that a number 
of leaden from the maiii- 
stream Fateh faction and 
FLO Esecutive Co uiuii ttee 
members would participate, 
as weH as praunaeot indepei^ 
dent Palestinian petsonah- 
ties, such as Edwaro Sa'id. 

"The aim of the co n fe re nce 
b to develop a pcditical prog- 
ramme basra on to ip ed oing 
foe Oaza-Jeridio agreement 
and to insist on a solution 
based on Intimate interna- 
tional and Palestinian restdn- 
tions,” Mr. Hawatmeh ex- 
edain^ *'lhb means Secur- 
ite Counefl Rsohitioiis 2^, 
194 and 237, and to have 
foe contiiraation of the intifa- 
da as a practical atteanUrve to 
foe Rabin-Aiafat {dan,” The 
U.N. lesolutions call, for 
Israel to withdraw fibm the 
tenitories it oocqned in 1967 
and for the ret ur n or com- 
pensation <tf icfi^ees from 


Mir. Hawatmeh added tiiat 
foe confer en ce would formu- 
late a "collective programme 
foat goaiantees unity of-the 
Falestiiiian people,”- and 
vronld inast mi self-deter- 


mmatiem frw the Palestiiuans, 
statehood and right of return 

fjnr 

>Ufoou^ he stressed that 
tbe co nfe re n ce most be held 
before Jidy 13 aiben counefl 
dections are dne to take 
place in tiie occop i ed territor- 
ies, Mr. Hawatmeh said that 
an exact time and place have 
not yet been determined. 

Fdestiiun so ur ces expect 
foat oxganbeis of foe codfer- 
mioe nnght face difficulties in 
trying to find an Arab gov^ 
ernment wiDii^ to acc^ to 
host file ««****"c on its soil, 
eraedally when the majority 
of tbe Arab governments are 
involved in bilateral and 
multilateral negotiations wifo 
farael. 

But the left-wing opposi- 
tion leader said he believed 
some Arab goveniixrents 
would allow radi a national 
ooolerenoe becaose they have 
been dealing with tbe Gaza- 
Jerkho acorn "in an econo- 
mic manner rafiier fiian a 
pofitical one.” 

Mr. Hawatmeh, however, 
denied that the conference 
would give birth to an 
alternative leadmrtnp to tbe 
PLO. He said that the confer- 
ence wDidd elect committees 
representing aO therertki- 
pan ts to ^freboild the to 


put an end to foe unilateral 
of Arafet's w^, and to bring 
out tbe legitinB^ borne out 
of popular will... wfakfa Ara- 
fat took away when he 
accepted tbe U.S.-Israeli 
coiuBtions of the Madrid for- 
mola for peace talks.” 

Mr. Hawatmeh described 
foe DFLf-Hamas »niann» ss 
"modest,” based on "urgent 
and immediate political 
bsoes, and not on ideological 
basb.” 

"There are major differ- 
ences in our stxategk views 
where our programme- b 
based on democratic soln- 

tiems for conflicts, tnHniiinp 

the Middle East conflict; and 
Hamas’ prng r a nwwft jg agunst 
an politkal solutions and calk 
for an Tstomk state on all of 
historic Palestine,” Mr. 
Hawatmeh noted. 

"But we pot ideology aside 
to attend to tbe immarfiate 
I^oblems... and here we 
meet with Hamas on the need 
to continue the mtifoda, ixufe- 
pendence, and tbe return of 
reftiEBes.” be arfriarf 

xE^-wing DFLP and 
tbe Popular Iront for the 
liberation of Palestine 
(PFL^ allied with Ifamas to 
win Bit Zeit Univasity sto- 
dent counefl elections against 
foe pro-Oslo accord auaiioe. 


Running together under 
the "Jerusalem first” tidtet, 
five students from the DFLP 
and PFIP and four from 
Hamas won foe seats, leaving 
Arafat's Fateh out of the 
univeisi ty's sbident council 
for the first time. 

For Mr. Hawatmeh, tbe 
victory of foe "Jerusalem 
first” bloc was a strong in- 
dication of the mounting 
popular discontent and 
opposition to tbe Gaza- 
.Jemho accMd, especiaDy 
when Israel bad not chafed 
its approach and lus recen^ 
aDoerted bimdreds of nnf- 
fions of shekek to expand the 
settiements. 

Asked whether he would 
oppose a amnar agreement 
between Syria and Isael, Nfr. 
Hawatmeh said be was for a 
comprehensive peace and 
against “any partial and un- 
ilateral agreement” 

“If Syria strfltes a bilateral 
deal inrtead of a conqsehen- 
sive one, we aHu pye a big 
no, and we vrill not take into 
account any negative mea- 
sures tii^ ini^t take a wmef 
05,” Mr. Hawatinefa inasted. 
"The adnunistrative faciliti es 
and lopstics are not our 
priority; our priority k on a 
level of hidier naramal in- 
terest” 
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Recorder fbimd from plane in ; 

NICOSIA (R) — TTie flight recorder 

pilot'flying a Russian nade-caigp plane before it oamd a 


looking into the cause of the era* of tlM 
November 15 east of Kerman m routheart 
people were killed. IRNA said foe recorder was seitt to 
TSorao. A seardi b underway for .a second reecuder.wtafo 
tap^ the cockpit conversation of tbe crew, fop 

Talks on Cyprus joining EC In1995 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Talks on the questiem of Cyprus joh^ 
•the' European Community (TC) should begin 
1995 even if the Cyprus problem remaixa 
Cvoriot offidak said Saturday. In a statement qnotM by the 
Cyprus News. Agency, the EC-Cypnis joint partimnw^ 
committee said it regretted "the conumi^ failure of Tm^. 
and the regiine in the occupied part of .Cyprus 50 cmtxwi^ 
positively” to a settlement for the divided iriand. 'The 
rommittce insists foat if such a settlement b not found m the 
coming year, negotiations for Cyprus' accession should 
not later than l99S.” the statenrat said, foUpwing a foree-w 
of the committee in Nkbaa. Cyprus >ufl 

EC m^beiship in 1990. Belgian European Affaire hTuibter. 
Robert Urb^. whose country bdds tbe EC presidency, said 
Friday that there was "no dhr^.link” between tbe question of 
Cyprus’ ^ membership and a resoluticm of the Cyprus' 
d^te. The joint committee also recommended that tte EC 
Council of ranister ai^KWt an observer to the JJ.N.- 
spoDSored Cyprus peace talla before tbe end of 1993. 

Qadhafi slams West over Rushdie 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan leader Muammar QaeS^ Satt^ 
day tondemned Western lead^ for meeting Bri^ writer 
■^aimarf Rusbdk, awl demanded that Mr. Rushdie s novm 
“The Satanic Verses” be destroyed. Coknel Qadhafi, qup^ by the 
official news j^ncy JANA, said that by receivirm Mr. 
Rushdie and "aSowtng their wbibhing houses to pubufo hk 
insolent book, tiie beads of Christian statm are eDCourqmi^ 
and endorsing the contents of thb work wfaidi b agmnst Isl a m 
and the Pro^.” Col. Qadhafi said he was'not demandmg 
the "executira” of Mr. Rushdie, but "the execution of the 
book itsell” U.S. President Bill Clinton met Mr. Rushdie 
Wedbteday in Washington in a gesture of siqiport for the 
novelbt, vmo was condemned to death by Iran's.Iate rtwitud 
guide AyatoDah RuboUah Khomeini in 1989 for miegedk 
olasphem.ing Islam in the novel. Iranian leaders have upbdd 
the sentence, arguing it was a religious edict vfoirii ca nnot be 
rhang^. A rcligious foundation in Iran has offe^ a reward 
of $2 miUion for anyone vfoo kills Mr. Rusbdk. 

Claes discusses EC links with Mof occo 


RABAT (AFP) — A future partneisl^ 
' Morocco and the European Community 


KoieDt betweeu 
f moved a steg 


doser Saturday after a visit by Claes, current president 
of tbe Council of Ministeis. daes said after hb 24-hour 
visit to Rabat that the EC v^t^ to condude an agreement on 
economic and technical coopei^on within the near future. 
Tbe Belgian foreign minister said in a statement: "We are on 
the point of giving the European Commission a negotiating 
mandate for a four-point agreement” based on dialogue, and 
leading to technical, economical and financi al co cyeration and 
t^ eventual establishment of a free trade zone. J^fore hb 
visit, Mr. Oaes had stressed that Morocco should nor move ’ 
too quicUy towards a free trade zone, as its devdeqang 
industra ri^d losing out to outsicle comDetition. Duiingrhs 
viat _Mr. Claes met wifo Kmg Hassan II as well as Fore^ 
Affairs h£nister Abdnl Latif Filali and Human Rights Minister 
Omar Asiinane. . ■ 

*Abu Nidalgroup plans to assassinate Mubarak' 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Several members of the hardline 
Palesi^an 0oup Abo Nidal have entered Int^ and intend to 
a ss a ss i n ate Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak during foe 
groiro of IS summit here next month, .a newspaper said 
Sunday. The Pioneer, which did not identify the souree for its 
report, that Egyptiw seenrity authorities bad been in 
oootaa with their counterparts in I^a concerning the alleged 
fiuca t to foe Egyptian le^^. Government ^kesmen here 
were not unmefoatefy available for comment. Mr. Mubarak, 
who bas come out m support of tte Palestinian autonomy 
accord opposed by Abu Mdal, b scheduled to arrive in New 
Delhi on Dec. 13 for the group of 15 meet. The Pioneer said 
^t Indian government agenaes “believe that some members 
of the Aim Nidal factiem mj^t have already slipped into TiwWa 
under aliases.” It said the possibility of an assassination 


attempt against Mr. Mubarak had sparl^ "panic” among- 
government departments responsible for the securify ^ 
visiting dignitaries. ^ 

Iraq says ports back in operation 

BAGHDAD (^T) — Iraq said Sunday its Gulf.ports were 
niDy OTerational and ready to accept impoits (tf iroods not 

nniwwH hv tbe U.N. embaran *<Trsn, ...ni w.-.-g- 


annoanceinent came two days a 
foe Kuwait border reopened. 


!r the pent of Umm Qasr on 


Turkey’s Ciller reshuffles cabinet 

AN KAR A (R) Taifekh Prime hfimster Tansn Ciller 
*®“*ff?* ^“1^8 five ministers of her 

m True Path (DYP). Ms. (Slcr, who took office in 




ta 


Abdul Bald Atac and Nutfaan Teldnel. 


minister and named four 
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Her M4esty Qoe« Noor Sunday awards certffi- 
cates tigradiuta of the Nnnbg Tiitin Ti^ 
log Finpwnne and the Frimary Health Can 


(PHQ Norsiiig Derdcqaiieiit Programme fP^ra 
photo) 


Queen awards 29 graduates of 
spcjcialised nursing programmes 



AMM>lf (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
ty Qvxn Noor Sunday 
awaiddIceTtificates to the fifm 
oaduainj 
Thtors’ 

as welas the third graduating 
class f the Primary Health 
Care (*HC) Nursing Develop- 
ment-Programme. 

Boa programmes are 
offers b>’ (he Institute of Spe- 
cialied Nursing Studies 
(ISN? at A1 Bashir Hospital. 

Wh the increasing need for 
speciasation in the region, the 
instite was founded in 198S 
by tb'iMinist^ of Health, in 
close ooperation with the Un- 
ited Sites Agency for Intema- 
tionaDevelopment (USAID). 
The cntre auns to train and 
upgrae the capabihties of 
nurseand midwives, in order 
to imrove Jordan's primary 
healthcare system. 

TheTutors Training Prog- 
ramm was initiated to develop 
and rengthen the teacUi^ 
and tuning abilities of nurse 
nitorsn various nursing prog- 
ramms. 

Thi specialised post-gradu- 
ate p^mme enrolls men 


and women with a nursing 
background from different 
health institutions in the re- 
gion. 

Similarly, the PHC specialist 
programme initiated m 1991, 
aims to prepare staff nurses 
and midwives to plan, manage 
wd implement improved nurs- • 
ins services in the community. 

In addition to the tutors and 
PHC programmes, the insti- 
tute sponsors various short 
term in-service health and edu- 
cational workshops, in coop- 
eration with other health and 
educational institutions in 
Jordan. 

In his welcoming speech. 
Minister of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malbas praised the 
efforts exerted in launching the 
programmes. He said that the 
Ministiy of Health recognises 
the vital role of nursing and 
nurses in such a system, adding 
that an independent nursing 
direaorate has been estate 
lished by the ministry to repre- 
sent this sector. 

The primaiy function of the 
directorate wul be to enhance 


and supervise the qualiw of 
services delivered in this neld, 
in cooperation with other in- 
stitutions in Jordan and the 
region. 

Also speaking at the cere- 
mony was USAID Director 
Tom Oliver, who thanked 
Queen Noor for her continuing 
support and encoinngement in 
imuating this project. 

The USAID assistance in 
funding the project ended a 
few months ago, giving the 
Ministry of Hemth ^ respon- 
sibility for the institute and its 
programme. 

During ±e ceremony, the 
Queen distributed certificates 
to 14 graduating students from 
the tutors programme and IS 
graduates of the PHC specialist 
programme. 

Queen Noor also distributed 
^fts to two outstanding gradu- 
ates. 

Receiving the Queen upon 
arrival were Dr. Malbas, Mr. 
Oliver and the director of 
ISNS. 

Queen Noor was accompa- 
nied by Mrs. Abdul Rahim 
.Malhas. 


5-year-plan to create 224,000 jobs, 
reduce unemployment to 9.6% — official 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government-endorsed de- 
velopment plan for 1993-97 
entails an ambitious prog- 
ramme to curb unemploy- 
ment and reduce the present 
rate to 9.6 per cent by the end 
of 1997, accc^'ng to Hassah 
Shakhatreh, assistant direc- 
tor of Econcunic Research 
Policies at the Ministiy of 
Planning. 

Dr. Shakhatreh Sunday 
said the plan provides for 
investments in the economic, 
sodal and infrastructure sec- 
tors that would create 
224,000 jobs and reduce' the 
jobless rate from 15 per cent 
in 1993 to 9.6 per cent in 
1997. 


Hie implementation of the 
progrunroe is expected to re- 
‘sult in real growth in the 
gross domestic product 
(GDIO, estimated at an aver- 
age of six per cent annually, 
Dt. Shakhatreh said. 

He said chat the program- 
me is expeaed to raise the 
per c^ta income in Jordan 
from JD 714 annually to JD 
852 by the end of 1997, which 
means removing a large num-* 
her of needy families from 
the absolute poverty margin. 

Noting that the Kiog^m 
has been dealing with riring 
unemployment rates since 
the start of the 1980s, Dr. 
Shakhatreh said that while 
tile rate was estimated at 6.S 


per cent in the early 1980$. it 
reached more than 17 per 
cent by the end of 1991. 

Most of the unemployed, 
he said, are aged between 15 
and 24, and 52 per cent of the 
job seekers are school gradu- 
ates. 

The Rve- Year-Plan, he 
jcqntinued, aims at dealing 
with unemployment through 


the low-income bracket and 
in the less developed dis- 
tricts. 

He emphasised that the un- 
employment problem is orga- 
nically linked to investment 
policies, vocationai training 
and production. 

I^rt of the government 
plan, said Dr. Shakhatreh. is 
improving the quality of 
comprehenave and sustain- education at the community , 


able' development, aP^'che 
medium and long term levels, 
said Dr. Shakhatreh. 

In the short term, he 
added, the pro g ramme aims 
at creating new income- 
generating projects that can 
absorb as many workers as 
possible, .especially those in 


college level and creating 
new specialisations at these 
institutions that would be 
linked to the labour market 
needs. 

Likewise vocation training 
programmes will be im- 
proved to enable job seekers 
to find employment, and sur- 


veys will be conducted (o 
determine the market's 
needs, he added. . _ 

deferring to- the work of 
the Civil Seivice Commission 
(CSC). Dr. Shakhatreh said 

that it would be restructured 

to provide incentives to those 
excelling in their perform- 
ance anlj punitive measures 
on those neelectina their 
duty. 

He said the private sector 
will play a leading role in 
implementing the five-year 
programme and therefore the 
government would facilitate 
and simplify the process of 
registering and licensing pri- 
vate seaor companies. 


Majali says civil service to upgrade efficiency 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Mniister At^ Salam A1 Ma- 
jali Sunday said the ^em- 
ment is planni^ a major 
change in the Serace 
Cooumssion (CSS) that will 
nrarade its emde^. 

Under the plan opportuni- 
ties and incentives will be 
offered to skilled, efficient and 
creative anj^t^ees, and tiiose 
who abuse tteir position or 
neglect their duties wQl be re- 
moved from office, said the 

p rime minfafer a vi^ tn 

tte Jordan Investment Cfor- 
poratioB (JIC^. 

Dr. Majah attended the 
weekly meeting of the coipoia- 
tion's dqjaitment directois in 
tile preseoee of Finance \ffiiis- 
ter Sami Gammob. 

The role of the public sector 
is to encourage mvestmats, 
provide protetmou to investors 
and prevCTt tihe eaqiloitation of 
p^le, added Dr. Majafi. 

Ine g o v ernm ent believes in 


Decision on $35m EC aid to Jordan 
expected in January, say diplomats 


ly n Jottian Tiines 
I Staff Reporter-,. 


AIi^lAN — The European 
Comuni^ (EC) 'is expmed 
to .ccide in January on allo- 
ca^ S3S million to Jordan 
as inancial support early 
nex year, . Eurq^n dipio-. 
mat said Sunday. 

Te diplomats said repo^ 
thatthe European Commis- 
sioothe executive arm of the 
12-ntion communitv, was 
poM' to release the finds to 
Jordn soon were premature. 

“fe m. Jerstano that a de- 
cisio on ailorating the finds 
will be taken in January . 
1^’ said one diplomat. 

Tb assistance which could 
be ued to support the central 
budpt of Jordan, is derived 
fruna fond set up by the 
Eurpean Commission to 
helpcountries which are im- 
piffinting economic restruc- 
turig programmes. 

Jedan has already re- 
cend about S50 onllion from 
tii^imd to support its ba- 
lanc of payments. 

. Manwnile, an EC press 
rele«e issued in Luxembourg 
said an agreement signed 
bereSatuiday between the 


Jordanian government and 
the. Eurpean. Investment 
Bank (EIB) involved 20 mil- 
lion European Currency Un- 
its — ECUs — ($24 million) 
in an EIB loan to Jordan and 
not a grant. 

“The EIB does not ^ve 
grants," said an EC official. 
“It oitiy extends soft loans 
under progrmiunes agreed by 
the_ co^unjty." 

The loan, si^ed by Plan- 
ning Minister Sad Faiiz and 
Thomas Oursin, director of 
EIB operatians outside the 
community member states, 
will be u^ to finance “re- 
newal and expansion of Jor- 
dan's telecommunications 
links with its neighbouring 
countries and the com- 
munity." 

Asked whether “neigh- 
bouring countries" included 
I^el. a European diplomat 
said: ‘'Initially it involves Jor- 
dan and E^t as well as 
Syria and Saudi Arabia, and 
then at later stage other 
neighbouring countries." 

Jordan has refused to agree 
to opening telecommunica- 
tion Dnks with Israel unless 
substantial progress is made 
in the two-year-old peace 


■jtegptraiions.'’'' ■ '' '.'V. • 

urael has unilaterally ' 
opened telephone links with 
a majority of Arab countries, 
including Jordan, but the 
arrangement has not been 
accepted by most countries. 

Qatar said eariy tiiis month 
that it had opened telephone 
links with Israel. Morocco 
and Tunisia al^ accepted the 
Israeli move after the singing 
of the Sept. 13 Israel-Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) agreement on interim 
Palestinian autonomy. 

In the meantime, experts 
said the EC assistance comes 
timely for Jordan, whose 
telecommunications network 
.is under severe pressure, 
stemming from high demand. 

The EC press release said: 
"Jordan's intemationaJ tele- 
communications service, cur- 
rently reaching the saturation 
point, is experiencing strong 
grovrth in demand tor con- 
nections with Europe and the 
Gulf states, which existing 
installations transmitting via 
Inteisat and Arabsat satel- 
h'tes can no longer adequately 
meet." 

“The works being funded 
under this project are de- 


to' bbo^ cbnadefably 
the capacity, flexibiliiy and 
reliabiuty of the service by 
means of interDational 
switching fecilities." it said. 

Ibe project involves tiie 
establishment of a new inter- 
national exchange in Amman 
and of opti^ fibre link inter- 
exebange links, construction 
of a new Intersat satellite 
^gital ground station and in- 
stallation of new terrestrial 
links using optical fibre 
cables with Syna, and from 
there to Europe via a trans- 
Mediterranean optical fibre 
cable, Saadi ^abia and 
Egypt. 

' 'The work is being carried 
out in stipes by the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCQ. 

The switching and satellite 
ground stations are expected 
to be completed by the end of 
1994 and the optical fibre 
links by the end of 1996. 

According to the EC press 
statement, the project is 
of a major modernisation 
programme which envis^es 
doubling the network capac- 
ity in Jordan in the next five 
years. 


i^ater management is facing 
jerious problems — experts 


Bja Jordan Tfancs 
- itair Reporter 

MMN — More than half of 
production of water 
r doMsde porpo^ go un- 
icouied for, posing one of 
;e arious problems^ laciiig 
atermanagement in the 
iagdm, socording to a work- 
gjpiaer suimutted to a sym- 
which opened here 

mda. ' 

Tfreworidng paper, pre- 
ned w Hazim A Naw and 
iad MS of the Mimstiy of 
^ateand Irrigation, ated 
use, unmetered 
iiivees and mating and 
ma' error as the main 
iBsmof wlmt it termed as • 
tacoo.ated-for water 

said the views 
twreie “do not neces- 
the Mmu- 
Wtna and Iniga^," said 
5a per oent in Amman 
t-prip govemorates akMie — 
riv a r ea s idrich accoiuit for 54 
rea of makM water UK in t 
ioMafraq it was as 
I -78 per eent: 

ajgA ffldod use acoount 
UFW, the 

Maid; awstiog repb^ 
dAmd pipdises and . 

Mtmu errers and- 


<; figefcing illegal usc — ^ unautbo- 
rised to p pin g mto pipeliiies io the 
niral areas as weQ as gardening and 
livestock watering — as posable 
to achieve optimum use of 
miinieipal water in the IQngdom. 

The synqioshiffl is expected to 
serve as a forum for the Arab 
ffwtntrtet of the Middle East and 
North Africa as wen as Iran to bear 

of each other's expmences in wa- 
ter management with a view to 
wwrwng up uitb a set of reecm- 
mendatiops aimed at qniinising 
the lue of water, itiiidi is seM 
(me of the ba^ roots of conflici in 
the mostly desert East. 

Hie five-day ranpoanm, whidi 
has adopted as its themes “water 
utilisacioa and efficieoGy,“ “water 
resources ptanning and develO(> 
ment," and “regii^ cooperation 
and ooordina^," will also hear 
mtematioual experts . 
ibeir global views on water use i 
coDKCvation. 

Qi wris ed by the Economic and 
( ymtmBaa on fOT WCStcm 

Asia (ESeWA). the World Health 
Orga^tion (5^0) — Un- 
Nario"* Environnient Prog- 
lamme (UNEP) and the g()veni- 
meat of Jordan, the m«tmBheard 
tile experience of Jordan, Egypt, 
Bafaiam and Lebanon in tzyum to 
.^prirtA» the use of water m Sun- 
dav^s afreriKXHi sessioo. 

in after the fomm ^ 

offidally meed Sunday moraing 
by Prime ranbter Abdul 'Salam A1 
Majali (Sm MR Ik Minister nf 


Water and ZrrigatkNi Bassam Eak- 
igh paid tribute to tiie ESCWA 
initiative for organishm die foram 
“as a geaunie and realBtic transla- 
tioo (Nwhat we aD look forwam to 
in using all possiUe means to con- 
serve water resources through effi- 
dent OK." 

The r ecnrnmend atlCM o£ the 
symposium, he said. wiB serve k a 
** — for inte^ution and thin king 
~ water policy-makers in the 
A region. 

ESCWA Secretary-General 
.qabjifi Bakjaji, in his opemug com- 
ments, noted that leamadon of the 
scarci^ of water resources should 
bring dxmt increa se d cooperation 
amnng the couDCries of the regkm 
as the only means to address the 

proUem. 

'The joint ejqik^tioo of under- 
ground water and the readung of 
accepta ble equitable fonnulas 
for Aftring suifece water reso ur ces 
among the countries of the regioD 
are issues that should be emu 
^ledaJ attention...,** said Dr. Bak- 

^ ^liie purpose of the nKeting, he 
said, is to “eoable the particzpanQ 
to address directly the problems 
from which tiie countries of the 
region individually and collectively 
mmf as a result of scarce water 
resources and the inability to mao- 
age these resources in the service 
m the goals of economic and social 
devekmmmit.’’ 

Mohammad Haitbam AI 
Khavyat. deputy regfona! director 


of WHO (Eastern Me di terr an ean 
re^on), water wm betxmdng 
factor hi agricnlm- 
ral and indiistrial devefopmeot io 
some countries.” 

‘The wodd situation is becom- 
iiw more grim,*' said Pr. Ehayyat, 
aadmg that TfltBwifiMf an 

inaease ^ 36 per cent in (fomand 
for drinking water in the next two 
decades “just to meet the demands 
of the growing population.** 

The co u ntr y paper on Jo> 
dan w^areo Mr. Naser and 
Kfr. Bias presented a detailed re- 
view of me various sources of 
water for Jordan and how the 
Kangdom .was e gwog witii the 
growing dmnand from aO sectors of 
consumptiM. 

“Water demand exceeds stqiply 
and the ga^ between demand and 
somi^is andening," said the p^ 
er. “This is actoafiy related to the 
sc^pity of water ‘resources and 
' i ne reMtng demands. 

It noted that ‘in 1992 Israel 
started ctmtioll^ releases of 
ter from Lake Tiberias for uk in 
the Naqab Desert, adversly afiem- 
ing both die quantity and qualire of 
Jordan River water aoo former 
exacerbating the water s^Iy and 
dawnmd situation in Jordan. 

The paper, whiA also d et a ile d 
waste-water neatment. said die 
year 1992, when die country bad 
u n usu al rainfalls, should not be 
tnbei> 35 an annual paramefor to 
judge die Bvailabiliiy of water to 
the Kngdom. 


collective rather than indd- 
vidnal iMponalnlity and in 
transforming public adminis- 
tration dqimtnimits into tools 
of prioress ai^ develoimeat, 
not obstacles or a means for 
going badcwaids, he saicL 

La its drive to decentralise, 
tiie government is also deter- 
mined to bring the dedskm- 
making process as dose as 
possibre to the local comnnmi- 
ties. thnM^ cooperatUm be- 
tween dtizeiis local de- 
partments, continned Dr. Ma- 
jali. 

. fife said local procesang of 
administrative matters will 
save wrigjBs * time and effi>rts. 

In eadi govemorate. Dr. 
Majali explained the govern- 


ment will appoint a qiedal 
committee to recruit and 
appoint dvfl servants. 

Tlie prime minigter said he 
hoped the time wilt soon 
come vriimi "we will be able to 
admit and about our 

errors tmely without any fear; 
a practice that would enhance 
ocmfidence ammig * us." 

At the outset of the meeting, 
JIC Acting Director General 
Mohammad Bataineh re- 
viewed the ooipoiatioo*s de- 
velopment and Its major frmc- 
tions. 

He said JIC is entrusted with 
conducting feasibility stufics 
of various new projects and 
assisting those that enoonnter 
(fifficulSes. 



nime Ministo Abdnl Sahm Al Mqjali Sunday attends a 
meeting of department directors of the Jordan Investments 
Co r po H dioo (P^ra photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHDmONS 

^ Midt h J ** Piiff1inf Hiroi^iOBt ffislory** at the Ui^ 

Tcrritj of Jordan, 

•ir ct handharafta; at the Unherrity of Anuttan. 

if Art •■rfwhMnn by artist FbrghaG Abdel at tin Balka* Art 
Gatexy hi Al Foheli (IthtW aun,- SmO pja.) (TeL 720902). 
if of ceramics Iqr Iraqi artist Seham SamiA at AKa Art 

Gdhty (9r00-13:3e and 15dW-18:00) (Tol. 639303), 
if Pfaotograiiiiic eridUtion on foe intifada at Abdnl Hamced Sboann 
Foandafion (StiW a.m.-4b00 p.m.). 
it BaMJHnn «irp<dteiryhyHMim AIFjindrtftefrirdnnC rafhjn e ntr e 
. (AL AydO- — Jrtiiti Amman, .Second.. Orde (OsOO-OmO and 
l^I&OOf;- ' ^ ' •;li| 

if EdAition of Bth og r q dis by a aainber of artists at the Frendi 
Coilninil Centre. 

if Art caMdtioo by artist HananoodShantoat at Baladna Art Gallery 


(Gardens Sheet). 

if Art extdbitioii by Iraqi artist Rafcan Dabdoob al <MbG Art Gallery 
(Td. 826932). 

if ir.aiiitMHnn |MJnling«8 hy ftrtkt Anmiar IThamimn h at Har^t 

Al Fttmm of the Abdnl Wanwad Shoman PonndatHni io Jabal 
Lnweibdtih. Abo rimwibi^, the pamanent egdnbitiOD (Satnrday- 
Thmday lOtiW a.m. fo 7KM pan.) 


FILMS & DRAMAS 


☆ 


Short 19ni entitled **Syndronie*’ at the Frendi Cnftaral Centre at 
8:00 pm. 

jit FBb catided **Van GoA** at,tfae French Cultncal Cenlre at SUM 

IMa.^ - :.,v 'SI, ’”v' 

it FHm entitled at I*£»eiifx GadS^RM' Alt and Cnitnre at 

6:00 pm. (TeL 695Z9I)- 

ir Dranu hi AnUc entitled *Tbe Qiiestim** at the Royrt Clnltnral 
Cenlre at SM pm. 


YOU MADE 

ONE SMART INVESTMENT 
WHEN YOU CHOSE 
YOUR RMW. 

NOW MAKE ANOTHER. 



Outstanding technology. Precision engineer- 
ing. The highest standards of excellence in 
comfort, performance and style. You invest in 
all these aspects when you buy any BMW. 

Now, Ahmed Abunameh & Sons offers you 
another smart option; a credit plan to enable 
you to purchase your new BMW on a conven- 
ient instalment b^is. 

For further information, visit our showroom, 
and discover two investments whose value 
you'll appreciate. 



THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE 


Ahmad Abuaomeb & Soas Co. Abunameh Building, Third Circle. Jabal Amman, Tel: 650553, Fax: 6471 34 
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Enough is enough 

FT SEEMS that no matter what Iraq agrees to 
do to meet its obligations under U.N. Security 
Council resolutions that called for the scrap- 
pii^ of its mass-destruction weapons and a 
conthmed snpeirision, monitoring and vari- 
fication of its nuclear, chemical, biological and 
ballistic weapons, the international body is still 
intent in pr^onging the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. Accordingly, when B^^dad officially 
agreed Friday to tong-term monitoring of Its 
commitments under Security Council Resolu- 
tion 715, tiie wnmcdiate response of the conndl 
members was that that was not enoi^ and that 
Iraq must still pass through a probation period 
of at least six months. 

To begin with, neither the letter nor the spirit 
of the relevant U.N. resolutions insists on 
putting the Iraqi authorities under surveileance 
after they fully agree to comply with the 
international demands. Hus prolongation of 
tihe Ikaqi people’s agony suggests, toerefore, 
that the mqjor players in the Security Council 
have other aims and objectives than that 
country’s compliance with tiie council’s resoln- 
tion. 

It has been already three years since sanc- 
tions were imposed on B^hdad in the after- 
math of the Gulf war. The suffering of the Iraqi 
people has reached inhnmaii proportions, judg-, 
ing by confirm^ reports that Ir^is are seflmg 
th^ body oigans in order to make ends meet. 
Medical sources in Iraq and Jordan have 
repeatedly cmifirmed th^ Iraqis are lately 
seUIi^ tb^ kidneys to raise cash to support 
their families. We wmider, what else the ^qi 
people should sell before the international body 
liRs the sanctions enforced on them. The 
specialised U.N. agencies speak of a dramatic 
rise in infant mortalily rate in that country due 
to these sanctions and embargoes. Yet, the 
organisation charged with the mandate of 
maintaiiiing international and regional peace 
and security remains indifferent to such de- 
privations and suffering. 

The Security Council has recently assumed 
the role of promoting and protecting human 
ri^ts under the umbrella of the new world 
o^r. We therefore wonder what the council is 
doing in this regard. Iraq has already paid 
dearly for the blunder it had conunitted in 1990 
when it invaded and occupied Kuwait. It is high 
time that Iraq’s cooperation with the interna- 
tional community be reciprocated in kind. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily Suaday accused Israel of tiyii^ to 
sabotage the peace process throu^ its continued atroaties 
against the Palesdnians. The repcessioa, the killing of Palesti- 
nian youth and the continued siege imposed 1^ the Israeli 


PLO-Israeli accord needs expert help 


authorities are not only provocating the local population into 
escalating their intifada but also g^ng a clear inmeation tiiat 
the Israelis are intent on Idling ailopportunities for a peaceful 
settlement, said the paper. It was hopra. added thepaper, that 
the iimninent date for the withdrawal of Israeli rorces firom 
Gaza and Jericho would encouram the IsiaeUs to ease their 
repression and pave the way for the historic moment, but the 
continued repr^'on, in its u^est form, is Idlling all chances 
for peace and stability. It seems that the government of 
Yitzhak Rabin is dmog all in its power to appease die Jeansh 
settlers and the extremists at the expense of peace widi the 
Palestinians and a durable settlement that could ensure 
stability and security for all, added the paper. We can only 
raise a big question mark over Che real intention of the Israeu 
rovemment which signed the peace deal with the PLO in 
September, and ask if the Israelis are really oriented towards 
peace with the Arabs, continued the daily. If the Israelis are 
committed to the PLO-Israeli deal of Sept 13, said the paper, 
the atrocities must cease, otherwise, it said, everything would 
go back to square one as if no negotiations had ever happened 
and no deals reached on peace. 

SAWT AL SHAAB daily hailed the 1994 fiscal budget as 
another successful achievement by the government, notii^ 
that the budget is a clear indication of the sound economic 
pqlides adopted by the successive governments. The paper 
said that the government's decision to give incentives to die 
excelling employees was an encouraging step while its deter- 
mination to cult unemployment reflected the sovemincat's 


concern over domestic ^aiis. The paper pointed out that the 
sevemment was concerned with the external debts and has 
unnounced arran^ments for signing a deal on rescheduling 
the debts due to the commerdaTcreditors. The paper pndsed 
the government for seeking to reduce current expenses and for 
taking measures that would make Jordan independent of 
foreign loans. Noting that the budget envisaged locations on a 
govemoiaie-by-govemorate basis, the paper said that this 
mo\’e was aimra at advancing the govemmenfs policy of 
decentralisation and achieving optimum benefits for the 
citizens of Jordan. On the whole, added the paper, the 19S4 
fiscal oudut refleaed the fact that the nationm economy was 
strorc and progressing in the ri^t direction, and that every 
effoi ' being exertra towards achieving Anther prosperity. 


for implementation at least 


By Pascal B. Kanny 

THERE ARE great expecta- 
tions among Palestinians and 
Jordanians about the results 
which may ensue from the 
PLO-lsraeli accord of Sept. 
13, 1993. Those expectations 
reflect upon the political and 
economic life of the people. 
So far, DO palpable results 
have ensued from the accord, 
whether on the political or 
economic plane, thus leaving 
the people at a loss as to what 
.to do espei^y with regard to 
work and investment, be it in 
Jordan or in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Israel is delaying action 
often and putting obstades in 
the pam of the implementa- 
tion of the accord. Israel is 
talcin g and presumably will 
continue to take advantage of 
the ambiguous aitides or ex- 
pressions that are provided in 
•the accord. One striking ex- 
ample, which is currently 
unoer discussions between 
the PLO and Israeli repre- 
sentatives, is about the name 
of Jericho. The discussion re- 
volves around whether 
Jericho includes only the 
town of Jericbo itself or 
whether it indudes Jeridio 
district or what else. 

In this connection, one 
wonders whether the Palesti- 
nian team who negotiated the 
PLO-lsraeli accoro had from 
the veiy outset the benefit of 
, advice from a capable inter- 
national legal ^rsonali^, 
well versed in the English 

S e, who would have 
y helped the Palesti- 
nian team in the drafting of 
the accord. As is well known 
in legal circles, legal drafting 
is an art by itself and is 
acquired not only by legal or 
law study but espedaUy by 
lotm experieooe in practising 
it. k tran^ired however that 
an Egyptian legal expert was 
callea to assist in the stage of 
the negotiations, vriien the 
die was almost cast. 

However, now the main 
job of the Palestinian nego- 
tiators is to endeavour very 
bard to make the best of the 
present accord and to im- 
.<-prQve upon it, in its impele- 


mentatioD, as far as possible. 
It will not be surprising there- 
fore if Palestinian negotiators 
engage in political wrangling 
ana fritter altercations with 
the cra^ Israeli negotiators, 
it is only hoped that Palesti- 
nian negotiatOK will s^d 
firm in upholding the ri^ts 
Of the Palestinians in part of 
their homeland, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Prudent Arafat must have 
revised by now that he is no 
longer a guerilla filter but a 
poluidan. acting as head of 
the embryonic Palestine 
state. Tbe PLO revolution 
should be steadily and firmly 
transformed into a state in 
the proper sense of the term. 
To achieve this transforma- 
tion, the PLO house must be 
put in order. 

all respect let me 


submit the following: First, 
tire ebainnan of the PLO 
must pay more attention to 
this gradual transformation 
and stop travelling from one 
country to another when 
travelling beats no' fruit di- 
plomati^y or financially. It 
will be a waste of time and 
.money. Cosmetic appear- 
ances are no longer necessary 
and more attention should be 
directed to the solution of 
problems which may face the 
Palestinians. 

Second, the chainnan must 
see to it that competent, hon- 
est and reliable persons are 
appointed in responsible 
posts, that is to say the right 


person most be put in the 
i^t place. The afrove qual- 
in^ODS should take prece- 
dence over any other consid- 
erations. The’ appointments 


must be non-partisan. 
Favouritism and nepotism, 
which are prevalent in most 
of the Arab states, must not 
play anv role in the develop- 
ment of the Palestine nation- 
al authority. 

Third, the monies pledged 
by the international organisa- 
tions, such as the world 
Bank, and by the donor 
states, which amount to ab- 
out Sl.S billion, to help build 
the Palestine economy in tte 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
must be properly handled 
and not ^uandered. It is 
expected however that the 
contributions will be dealt 
with by the new Palestine 
^ergency Development 
Reconstruction Authority, 
but must be spent under the 
supervision of the World 
Bank or any consortium of 


banks or reputable financial 
institutions. 

This will give confidence to 
international investors and 
encourage donor states to 
contribute more to ifac 
Palestinian authority as the 
rebuilding of Che infrastruc- 
ture in foe West Bank and 
Gaza Strip will require moze 
money than the amount 
already pledged the donor 
states. Acetmling to Palesti- 
nian financial experts, the 
creation and the devek^^ 
meat of the national eco- 
nomy will xeqmre about S12 
billion. 

Paraphrasing an American 
wTiter, ^‘PLO leadership 
must be more keenly aware 
than ever that it is motiey not 
t^ that is likely to qiell 
success or failure when the 
PLO takes over the reins of 


government. For fo< 
worl^ economy is 
its hopes of Riming 1 
of autonomy into 
' of Palatine s»t< 
Money and efficiei 
ntsatioB of govemn 
the mainstays of 
Ktooey should nothe 
rantm to please p 
persmis, otherwise tl 
dne seif-govenuneot 
bankruptcy sooner 
than later. For this 
proper audit anfiiom 
panment must be c.<t 
to control and exar 
accounts. _ 

Fointh. the PLO < 
cannot and foould iv 
s<rie authority to run 
leus government. 17 
personality should 
carded and democn 
dples must be adopt 
sequently. in the 


M.KAHIL 
















July next year. a.s ^ 
in the accord, mithoa 
ing the self:goveinnw 
be delected to a o 
bodies vmose mem 
be selected from oU 
Palestinian parties, 
into consideratfon i 
qutred qualifications • 
pertise. However, Pal 
leaders must avoid 
between aspirants fori 
the Palestine self-J 
meat. 

Finally, during t 
velopment of the f 
seif-govenunent. it i 
able to consult Pul 
and Jordanians pri 
qualified in his/her 
work, many of wh 
teaching in Jord 
Palestinian, Europe 
U.S. universities. Th 
man of the PLO m 
confine himself to 
coterie of advisors. , 

Palestinians are ' 
course of rebuitdin 
mini-state. Thus, the 
the world are turned 
them to see how they 
behave. Palestinian 
therefore rise to tli 
lenge of reconstruct 
state almost from scri 
measure up to the In; 
dard of behaviour an 
national respeciabilt^ 


Close monitoring of human rights 
violations is a requirement of democracy 


By Waleed Sadi 


Criminal justice in the context of human rights attracted 
attention during the last week at both tbe national and 
international level.Here at home, foe execution of one woman 
and two men on Nov. 18, after they were convicted of first 
degree murder, caused consternation among some Jordanians 
and prompted Amnesty International (Al) to express "deep 
concern'’ over what it riewed as a steep rise in foe number of 
executioiis in Jordan. 

The Jordanian opposition, faint as it was, to last week's 
executions stemmed from two principled concerns: One is the 
belief that capital punishment per se should be phased out 
even for the most serious crimes, if not totally alxilished. The 
other anxiety is the alleged discrimination between men and 
women when it comes to so-called crimes of "passion or 
honour." Al reiterated its long held view that the death 
penalty is "a violation of foe right to life and of foe right not to 
be subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment,** as 
specified in the Univmsal Declaration of Human RigfaG (1948) 
and the legaUy binding human rj^ts instruments that were 
codified on its basb. In this vein, Al pointed out that 12 
executions were already carried out in the Kingdom in the 
course of 1993 alone. 

Human Rights File 

Al rejects altcwther the death penalty even for the most 
serious crimes. This particular issue was the subjea of a 
considerable debate and detiberations at last June's Vienna 
World Conference on Human Rights. Al played a (Nvotal role 
in raising the subject and was supported by some western and 
Larin American countries. The effort to adopt a polk^ 


ing states refused outright such an adoption. Nevermeless, Al 
continued its struggle against capital punishment, not on the 
basis of international consensus but on its own strong 
conviction that the carrying out of the death penalty entails 
cruel and inhuman treatment that human rights instniments 
condemn. 

Thus, the internarional campaign against ca pital punishment 
continues unabated, in spite of its rejection by most countries 
and societies, because there are people, governments and 
organisations that regard it as a violatiOT of the right to life. 
Umortunately, however, there appean to be less of a reg^ 
to the right to life of victims of murder than to the Tight to life 
of murderers on the premise that states are or shoiUdte more 
“civilised" than criminals and therefore may not deliberately 
take the life of persons even though they had committed the 
gravest crimes. 

Human rights atfivists are nevertheless bound by what is 
codified on the subject till the various human rights treaties 
are amended. The most pertinent principle on the death 
penalty is found in Article 6 of the Interna^nal Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which, unfortunately, is 
linle remembered by Al or those of us who would rather see 
the death penalty completely outlawed. Paragraph 1 of that 
article reads as follows: “Every human being has the inherent 
right to life. This right shall be protected bylaw. No one shall 
be arbitrarily deprived of his life." Abolishionists interpret this 
part as flying to the perpetrators of the crime of first degree 
murder but not to theu victims, as if victims had no inherent 
rifiht to life that must be protected by law and not*be 
atfritrarfly deprived by others. Some of the crimes against 
innocent people are so outrageous and inhuman that they 

shotk both the proponents and opponents of the abolition of 
cap.ial punishment. The murdered people's right to life must 
lever, therefore, escape our concern and attention. 

Still, the ICCPR, which is the singularly most important 
human nghts treaty on civil and political ri^ts that humanity 


has ever devised, has more to say on tbe subject in tbe second 
paragraph of Article 6. "In countries which have not abolished 
the death penalty,” this second paragraph stipulates, ’'sent- 
ence of death mav be hoposed for tbe most serious crimes in 
accordance with tne law in force at the time of tbe commission 
of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present 
Covenant and to tbe Convention on tbe Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide." 

This has been repeatedly interpret by tbe Human Rights 
Committee (HRC) which momtors tbe application of the 
ICCPR inteniationally as allowing the de^ penalty for tbe 
gravest of crimes while eocouragiag its phasing out. If we were 
to be faithful to tbe ICCPR as a legally binding treaty on all 
states that ratified it, I am afraid we cannot adopt the Al view 
that (^tai punishment is per se a denial of the ri^t to life or 
that its application is per se a cruel, inhuman or degrading 
trea t ment. If tbe Vienna World Conference could not change 
foe rultt on foe death penalty, then foe most that the 
international community can say about tbe subject is that foe 
world is not yrt ready to abolish foe death sentence altogether. 

What remains is tbe Jordanian concern that whereas men 
seem to murder women in tbe name oflionour and passion and 

3 >e literally scot free, women do not appear. to enjoy 
ar treatment when their spouses eifoer flout their honour 
or subject them to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment. 

“Unfortanatefy, there appears to be Jess of a 
regard to tbe r^bt to Bie ot vktims of inunfer 
than to toe ri^t to Jote of murderers on toe 
premise that states are or sbotdd be more 
*dyiBsed^ than r rimi nafe . ** 

This is a dimeoaon that calls for closer scrutiny. Not enough 
was published about the executed woman to establish, one 
way or another, whether there were sufficient circumstances to 
warrant foe commutation of her penalty. Spwifically speak- 
mg, whether the condemned woman was actually jdrivCT by 
few for her life and murdered her husband as some kind of 
self-defence deserved dose artendon. Of course, even in sneh 
a atuatiOT she cannot be expected to escape punishment, but 
Uie peculianlies and circumstances of her case may have called 
for foe commutation of her death punishment. 

I must pres^e that her defence lawyer pleaded such a line 
of defence md that the court that convicted her acted on such 
a dnence but found it wanting. As long as we have feith and 
ronfiden« m our judicial system, and are not really privy to 
challenge foe legality of her <»nviction 

min™ Ji f system and all persons 

condemned to death may resort to it. Nevertheless, there will 
c^e a Qme when foe country may create the post of 
ombutoM for foe purpose of keeping a closer look on the 
administratipn of jiufrce and respect for human rights. 

® be^d the establishment of such a function is 
alreatty widespread across the democratic world and frillv 
ID most of them. Jordan cannot be expected to 
stay behind m such a scheme for much longer. 

® memter of the U.S. commission on 
?? international organ on 

^anngh^, chairman in 2980. Mr.* Sadi also s^d as 

chainnan of tbe U.N. Subcommission on the 
mventionofpjscnmmabon and the Protection of Minorities 

member trib^al that 
fofffmatfona/ Covenant on 
O^^^Pohoca/ Rights and interprets the meaning of its 


LETTERS 


Doctoring one^s 
behaviour 


To tbe Ecfitiv: 

I read tbe piece on the cancellation of tbe TV. progra: 
modes of conduct in our society. 

JMA asks ptydaatiBt to cancel successfril T.V. pro 
(Jordan Tunes, Nov. 23. 1993). 

It was sboddne to know that the Jordanian edical 
Association (JMA) was behind tbe cancellation for t poor 
reasons listed. 

Dr. Sarban, who took the initiative to make foe pro 
and prepw for it, deserves a'lot of credit and. in my < 
has the right to voice his views and benefit from the p 
(although be already recorded foe first 13 shows ' 
charge). 

If foe JMA disagrees wifo the soundness of his i 
advice, which is tbe only objection, 1 can accept fro 
fo^ should have found more constructive ways to n 
rather than to silence hb voice. I 

llie JMA should have considered sponsoring anotl 
programme to present another point of view, and 
suggest a name like "other modes of conduct" to str< 
point. I am sure that our TV. viewers can handle 
quality TV. programme like the one the JMA fc 
cancell. 

Let the JMA know that their logic in the handlini 

iceil# IC a* Ioaa« 'FL. it •_ , • * 


one thing: that as a member, any doctor is entitled to b 
name and a uumb^ in the JMA books. 

If the JMA questions foe medical advice of this docu 
action do they intend to take beside this? I guess' Dr. Si 
still takmg care of his patients in his clinic. Are they t 
to momtor to private practice? What are they doing id 
many lera QuMed medical professionals who ue 
thousands of patients in privacy every day? 

I am sure our employed and many unempioved 
S?A and higher expectation 

JMA. And if they lack the knowledge of more im 
problems in the medical field, I aiopFct' they rc' 
new^pers to know more about foe shortage of i 
supphn m pubUc health facilities; and that most p.it 
focM facilities get less than five minutes of consufaii 
prepared to see in manv cases u 
60 or even 80 patients m an eight hour shift; and man 
more problems. 

_ I ^ JMA should reconsider their position 
I wishihcy ^pt different points ofview an 
their, members and the public free^m of 
It IS time for our so called professional associations 
lA, to focus on more imponam. issues beyond co 
dues tod issumg flashy ID cards and fancy carSkeisi 

another era; unless thev angp 
public and foe tfic ^ 
of memters (who are forced to be members to al w to 

conduct, th r risk 
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THE GOVERNMENT of 
Cottar ^Qtto b deterauned 
to deq)eB and straqgthen re> 
latkws with Joidan and the 
Arab Worid. after a oeriod in 
<riiidi tte fammr 

' ion of N&wa%- Sharif 
Pakistan's . foreign 
to drift”. Tbb was 
by the new Pakistani 
minister, Sardar 
lAB, in an inter- 
view with Geor^ Hawnt- 
neb in Islamabad on 
Tboxsday. • 

*T will peiscmally do every- 
tlang I can to deepen and 
strei^tbcp our brotheriy rela- 
dons widi Jordan, and the 
test of the Arab Worid,” said 
Mr. Ali, who eai^ dds 
■ month replaced Mr. Faxonq 
Le^ian as foreign minister, 
after the latter was elected 
president <rf Pakittan 

‘There has been no cool- 
ing off in our fabtoiicalty solid 
^4md brotherly relations with 
.^firdan. It b just that the 
ibnner govenuneot aOowed 
the wbm foram pc^i 7 of 
Pakistan to drift/' the foragn 
minister said. 

"We axe just beginning to- 
up the threack, and rela- 
tions with Jordan will be one 
of the tOT priorities,*’ he 
added. "The prinw minister 
and 1 will be visiting die 
region soon, and I e^)ect 
improvement in relations on 
all leveb — economic, trade, 
technological exchange, 
^x)its and an.” . 

FoDowing b the text of the 
interview in a question-and- 
answer format: 

Qnestta It seems tiiat locfia 
is willmjg to engage Pakistan 
m a dialogue tow ar d s the 
l^lutioa of the Kashmir 
^blem. Given the record of 
ronnex Prime Minister Zulfi- 
qar AH Bhntto in tiirashing 
out die Simla accord in the 
70s with LuHa gainst all 
odds, do ycm believe t^ die 
dedrion oy the g^enimmits 
of Iiufia and Pubtao to re- 
sume bilateral tatfcs at-^ 
foreign secretary level in 
acoordaoce with the simift 
agreement would promote a 
purposeful and meaningfol 
resolution of the Jammo and 
Kashmir d^nite? 

A. Pakistan and India 'had ' 
agreed in the Simla-i^ree- 
ment of July 15172 to discuss 
further the modalities and 
arrangements for the estab- 
lishment of durable peace 
and nonnatisation of rela- 
tions. These iododed, inter 
aha, a final settlement of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
However, since the tagaing ai 
the Simla agreement Iwlia 


Pakistan’s nuclear programme to be used for ‘peaceful purposes only’ 

Relations with Jordan are one of the top priorities 



had refused to negotiate the 
stato of Jamma and Kashmir 
it was an integral part 
of its soveragn territories. 
The situation in Kashmir 
since ^ly 1990 and the gross 
violations of human ntibts 
committed by the Inman 
forces, have hi g hli ghted the 
inescapable reahty that un- 
less this core issue b addres- 
sed meaningfully, it would be 
impossible for tbe South 
Asian FegjM to have durable 
peace and stalnlity. We lu^ 
that the Indian government 
would ease represaon in the 
state and 
just and 
settlement 
diqnixe. 

Q: What were the leasons 
diat compelled yon to with- 
Itold the tabliim of a resolu- 
tion on the nnman w ight* 

situation in the Jammu and 
Kashmir region at the U.N. 
General AsemUy? 

A. As you ve^ well know, 

the gross violations of h uman 

rights in the Indian-held 
Kashmir has been a matte r of 
grave concern to us and of 
mcreaang coocem for tiie 
^ole inte rnational commun- 
ity. Pakb^ had been active- 
ly consnlting witii ^ mem- 
^ states to the U.N. with a 
view to introducing a res<^ 
tion (Ml tile human Ti ohts 
shnation in Lufian-held J^- 
mn and Kastnmr at the cur- 
rent session of the U.N. 
General Assemt^. A 
munber of frieow and 
mic countries had agreed to 
support tile resolution. 

However, a number of 
friendly countries luged us to 
avail the LuHan offer of bi- 
lateral talks. Hiese friends 
also advised tbe Indian gov- 
ernment to agree to a com- 
prehensive and purposeful di- 
alogue with Pakistan to s^e 
tile core issue Kashmir 
vriudi has mnbitteied rela- 
tions between our two nei^- 
bouriy countries and repre- 
sents a serious threat to re- 
gional and international 
peace and security. ■ 

After having consulted 
these countries and in view of 
claTTfirafwitwB received from 
die govemment of India, tbe 
It has accepted the 
offer of bilateral-talks 
iTiclnding substantive disais- 
rions concerning a solution of 
the Jammu and Kariunir db- 
pnte at tbe foreiga aecretaiy 
level. We have taken this 
dedstOD in good frith and in 
tbe interest of the peace and 
for the unprovement of the 
human rights sitnatioa. We 
have, thus, decided to hold 


back our resolution. We ex- 
pect our friends to closely 
monitor the human ri ghts 1 q 
I ntfian-beld Kashmir and per- 
suade India to ameliorate ^ 
human rights situation in 
Kas hmir and aHow interna- 
tional humanitarian relief 
and human rights organisa- 
tions to visit ^ area. 

Q: In view of die fact that 
your country had a marked 
absence of democracy for 
several decades after its 
estab lishmen t and thaf- this 
sitaatioa hu its negative 
repetcasrions on economic 
developments, how do you 
view yonr priorities and con- 
cerns of yonr permie over 
liv^ standards and cost <k 

living? 

A: Ctae of the piimary o^eo- 
tives of tile government is to 
enhance smistantially the 
sodo-eoononuc welMwn^ of 
the pet^le as envbiooed for 
an Iriamic welfare state. The 
main thrust vtiQ be on impro- 
ving the quality of life. Tbb 
we mtend to attain by ndsing 
tile per capita income 

throu gh an ann ual avcngC 

GDP growth of seven per 
cent coupled with efforts to 
lestram population growth. 

Tbe gwenunent wiD also 
endeavour to: 

— Encourage broader par- 
ticipation of w people in the 
det^opm^ process and a 
more equitable sharing of the 
benefits; 

— Ge ne ra t e additional em- 
ployment opportunities by 
expanding productive ave- 
nues throii^ private inttia- 
tive as wefi as governmeot 
poHdes arid programmes; 

— Alleviate poverty 
through an integrated 
approach of income genera- 
tion, well dispersed access to 
tfieiai and community ser- 
vices, human resources de- 
velopment, extension of 
lAysical infrastructure, 
population welfare and spo- 
dal prog r amm es for targeted 
groups and areas; 

— Ensure greater setf-ie- 
Hance, in particnlar in food; 



— Conserve natural re- 
sources and ensure protec- 
tion to the oivirofunent; 

— Promote good govern- 
ance in state as well as pnbHc 
afEsu^s, and 

— Ensure macroecono- 
mic StabOity and disdpKn e. 

Q: Pakistan b holding out 
against setting iqities or con- 
tacts with Israel at a time the 
long-time Arab enoines of 
the Jewish state are moving 
towards relations mth it. 
What b the rationale behind 


Confidence debate begins Sunday 


w (CoBtfmied tnm page 1) 
blocs. 

Observers say Cabinet 
dianges in a number oi k^ 
portfolios are expected this 
w^, adding that the changes 


Water 
problems a 
legacy 

(CoaOBBed from page 1) 

nintries with scarce supplies 
id concepts for regional 
loperation in virater affriis. 
Tne Middle East region has 
|e lion’s share, of (he world's 
Isert and barren lands with 
arce water resources that do 
It and can not meet the actual 
quirements of tiie Arabs, Dr. 
lajali said. - 

lie noted that the Arab Gulf 
luntries also lack water re- 
urces but they are aUe to 
cct their own needs through 
ing oil revenues to desalinate 
a water. 

In contra^, he said, other 
luntries tontinue to face 
ironic water .{xoblems, de- 
its in balances of trade and 
od supphes and difficulties in 
Dviding urban' centres with 
eir ne^ dne to tiie high cost 
water. 


:^bioet rasliuffle 
any nM»iaent now 

(Cmrttaned from page 1) 

A meelk^ of the front’s 
foaden was de- 

sc ribed ai ’’faeatM and in- 
tense” with mi^ tiie debate 
centring 00 tile froiti*a hand- 
ling of^ demons father than 
the oQididenoe vote bsue. 

IhesDom'bnK said that at 
bast tap bir. meoibers of 

the- lAE ^patiumbeiit^ Woe 
were in of giving Dr. 
Majafi a of Qonfiaence. 
"but tfanreottid not go against 
the wbh of the maSaity” 
Dr. Ssfoed^dbBm'tbat the 
F Sriiv'fBttmg'* its votes 
d sifrHt imU vote rin masse 

— - It. 


'■m 


are necessary to ensure a vote 
of confidence from tbe House 
for Dr. MajaK who faces li- 
nrited oppoation on ideologic- 
al around from deputies. 

Dr. Majali will have to re- 
^nd to me demands of l^is- 
lators who do not t^^iose die 
government policy on the 
peace process and’lntemation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF)- 
orchestrated economic read- 
justment programme in order 
to ensure tiieir siq^rt, obser- 
vers say. 

Another heated debate dur- 
ing Sunday's session was initi- 
ated by DepuQr Tcnijan Faisal, 
v^ protested the use of the 
word "shma” in the House’s 
to the Speech from tiie 


Ms. Faisal said the House 
was elected through tiie demo- 
cratic and not “shnra” process, 
draancfiiig that terms be de- 
fined before they are used by 
the legislature. A spedal com- 
mittee elected by the House to 
draft the rqily has used the two 
to describe the democra- 


tisation moce ss in Jordan. 

lAF Deputy Bassam A1 
Omousb (^arqa) said that 
King Husseia am the two 
terms in referring to the pro- 
cess and left it to tbe people to 
use the word they prefer. Dr. 
Omousfa urged deputies not to 
let grud^ of tiie psA deter- 
mine their relationsh^. 

Ms: Faisal's conflict vrith 
Islami c harALoers goes back to 
1989 v^en they aesnsed her of 
apeota^ and took her to court 
The co^ct ended wheu tiie 
court rejected the case. 

Nfr-. Masri help^ to contain 
the debate when it grew more 
uneasy when more deputies 
took part in it by insistiu that 
the House proceed wim its 
deliberation of the reiriy to tiw 
speech and not focus on tins 
issue. 

The House apiiroved the re- 
ply after entrusting tiie com- 
mi ftee winch drafted it with 
iotroduciag the changes tiie 
deputies agreed on. T& rndy 
v^beprcsentedtoKinglfiis- 
sein at the Royal Palace today. 
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this positiofl? What axe tbe 
par amet ers timt gnide your 
conntry and govenuneat vis- 
a-vis rdations with Israel? 
Kt Pakistan has not devised 
any immediate |rians fbr re& 
ognition of Israel. We feri 
that it b not in the gen^ 
interest of the idamic coun- 
tries to recognise Israel un- 
less there b snbsttmtial prog- 
ress on the implementariOT of 
the PLO-Israel a cooid s and 
on the issue of Jernsaiem. 

The PLO-Israel a^eoient 
and the recogmtion 

between the two sides, does 
not mean that a final settle- 
ment has been reached. We 
have welcomed these acconb 
as a first sti^ towards a com- 
prehensive Middle East 
peace settlemenL We beHeve 
tiiat there b need to'sddress 
all the issues that are of mter- 

narirtnal trwunm^ nfl ftvvilar ly 

the status of J^salem, 
Israeli settlements and the 
fall wn plamcnftirinw of Secur- 
ity Comicil xesohitioQS 242 
and 338. A final settlement, 
we hope, would conform to 
international obligatioQS on 
these issues. 

As cfaaixinan of tbe idawiir! 
Conference of Foreign Kfinb- 
teis, Pakistan b amsnltnjg 
witii other members of tiie 
O^anbation of blamie Con- 
ferenoe (OIQ on tins issue. 
We will awah developments 
and keep the atnation under 
review. 

Q: Pakistan supported tbe 
Afghan resistance through- 
out the 80s, and now it seems 
that the A^an foctions 
themselves are tinable to 
work out a motfais viraidi 
anu^ themselves. In view of 
Pakistu's involraiDent witii 
the Afghan canse, do you 
beHeve that you could contri- 


bute to resoMsg the (fiffer- 
eoces of tbe fretions? 

Ar Pakistan has an abiding 
interest in peace and stability 
is Afghanistan whQe adher- 
ing to the principles of 
sovereign equality, non-in- 
teifereoee and mitfnai be- 
n^t, we would do everytlmig 
within our means to promote 
concOiatioD and consensus 
among Afghans and help 
them m tbe rehabOitation and 
reconstruction of their 
country. 

Q: Pakistan's involvement in 
Somalia has cost it many lives 
of its own soldiers, but you 
have not stepped up from 
deeper migagemeoL How do 
you envisage the course of 
events in Somalia and, apart 
from the direct miKtary in- 
volvement, how do yon view 
Paldstan's role as a member 
of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conf e rence in trying to settle 
the conflict in Somalia, a 
fellow OIC member. 

A; Pakistan contributed its 
forces to Somalia in response 
to a request by the interna- 
tional . community through 
the Securi^ Council of me 
U.N. to be^ restore law and 
order in SrimaKa Hus deri- 
sion has been folly endorsed 
by tbe Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. 

PaJdstan has always en- 
joyed close and broth^Iy re- 
lations with Somalia. We had 
assisted the Somali people in 
gaining independence. We 
supported them in tbe strng- 
g^e against foreign aggres- 
aon. We had also giveo 
generoDS assistance to the 
Som^ when their country 
was afflicted by droo^t and - 
famine. 

Our partic^tion in tbe 


fully support tbe imptei 
tion of the Adis A 


U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tion b a manifestation m our 
earnest desire to assist the 
international oommuniw in 
general, and tbe Somalb in 
particular, to restore peace, 
stability and tranquiuty in 
that unfortunate country. 
Our objective is to create 
conditions whereby the 
Somali pec^le, cuirentty fac- 
ing the twin scourge of dv3 
war and hunger, will be able 
to resume their normal Hves. 
We are pursuing a nobel mis- 
rion for xeestamisfaiog peace 
and saving the lives of 
thousands of peojde in a 
fraternal Muslim conntiy. 

Pakistan supports the 
efforts al the regional Afri- 
can countries for tbe settle- 
ment of tbe Somali crisis. We 
-menta- 
Abbaba 
accord. However, its various 
provisions relating to secure 
ity, (Hsaimament, political re- 
conefiiation and economic re- 
construction can only be im- 
l^emented if ^ factions join 
the reconciliation pro^ss 
being coordinated oy the 
U.N. Pakistan is con^ting 
with all interested govern- 
ments and the u!n. in 
achieving the objectives of 
the Adis Abbaba accord. 

Q: Paldstan's refusal to en- 
dorse the Non-Proliferation 
TYeaty has cost it much 
needed American aesigtance 
at a time when it needs an the 
help it could get. What are 
yonr views on midear arms, 
and how do you explain the 
continned nudear activities 
of Pakistan against loud cri- 
ticism and accusations that h 
is weapon-oriented at a time 
when the worid trend is to- 
wards dsaimament in tiie 
wake of the collapse of tiie 


Soviet Union? 

A: Pakistan (foes not oppose 
the NPT. We have never 
refused to endorse the NPT. 
However, as a matter of piin- 
c^e we cannot accept discri- 
minatory treatment vis-a-vis 
our nei^bour India. In fact, 
as eariy as 1979, Pakistan bad 
proposed simnltaneous 
adherence by India and 
Pakistan to the Non-Prolif- 
eration Treaty. In that year 
‘ we bad also proposed that the 
two countnes should shnul- 
taneonsty accept the IAEA 
SafKuards. We have also cal- 
led for the establishment of a 
unclear wesqxms free zone in 
Sooth Asia and a bilatmal/ 
regional nudear test b^. Re- 
grettably India has taken a 
ne^tive stance on all these 
fair and constructive propos- 
als which are aimed at pre- 
venting nudear proliferation 
in our region. 

When the NPT was 
adopted in the U.N. General 
Assembly in 1968, Pakistan 
voted for iL We darified then 
that Pakistan would sign tbe 
NPT if our nei^bour India 
did so also. PaHstan has al- 
ways been concerned about 
Inina's desire to develop nuc- 
lear weapons. These fears 
were realised when India ex- 
ploded a nudear device in 
1974. Pakistan continues to 
maintain a principled posi- 
tion that it will accept any 
non-proliferation measure 
tiiat is equitable and non- 
discriminatory between 
Pakistan and India. There- 
fore, if India signs the NIT, 
Pakistan will do so simul- 
taneously. 

On nudear aims, let me 
state it categorically that 
Pakistan fully mares the view 
that nuclear proliferation 


wonld be destabilising and 
would threaten intemationd 
peace and security. Tins is 
more true after the end of the 
cold war and tiie landmark 
agreements between die U.& 
and Rusaa to reduce tbeir 
nuclear arsenals. Pakistan 
has resolutely supported in- 
teniational efforts aimed at 
achieving complete nudear 
dfsaimament as well as non- 
proliferation, particularly 
flirougfa the estabHshment ot 
equitable and non-discri- 
mmatory r^jonal non^iralif- 
eration regones. 

Our position r^arding tbe 
U.S. nndear poli^ in South 
Asia is that tiie Pressler 
Amendment wind has cre- 
ated difSoolties in the Puk- 
U.S. relationship, is a discri- 
minatoiy law as it q^Hes 
onW to Pakistan and not to 
India or other countries 
which are known to be seek- 
ing a nudear non-pndifera- 
tion as fri£a feek no compul- 
sion to respond to the niany 
constructive measures we 
have proposed for keeping 
South A^ free of nudear 
weapons. Tbe criticism 
against Pakistan over the 
nuclear issue k unjustified. 

We remain committed to 
using our nudear programme 
for pMceful puntoses only. 

while, in the development 
of this peacefril nudear prog- 
ramme, we have acquit a 
certain tedinical capabiliQr, 
Pakistan has taken a firm 
pqHtical decision not to use 
this capability to produce 
nuclear weape^. Statements 
made us refiecting this 
poshioa are meant as xeaf- 
nnnation of the peaceful na- 
ture of Pakistan's nudear 
programme to prednde any 
misunderstanding. 




Qviddei thatte 





Qm eider Pavjiimerie invius you to txperience for the first time in Jordan the charm of a 
typical ^ traditional Parisian perfumery. 

Qweider Parfumerie offers you some of tbe most elegant & sophisticated French perfumes, 
eosmetiesj leather items, hair ornaments, fashion jewellery to name a few, as well as our 
profissionBl ddvice in order to help you make tbe best choice. 

Qweider Parfumerie's brands are true works of art, unforgettable & unique: 

Annick Goutal Parfums Cremes , Alexandre De Paris , Lon^champ Leather 
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Japan says investment 
in GCC states needs time 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - 
Japanese officials said Satur- 


day th^ wanted to set up joint 
industnal projects with Gulf 


Arab states.but stressed such 
investments would t^e dme to 
materialise. 

A 20-Strong Japan^ de- ^ 
legation spent 12 da}[s in Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirate (UAE) dbicussing in- 
dustrial ventures and present- 
ing its ideas to officials and 
businessmen. 

‘*We have identified some 
opportunities in light and 
m^um projects that will satis- 
fy the industries in both coun- 
tries. But I am not saying the 
mission will brine about im- 
mediate results. It will take 
time to materialise," said Tet- 
suo Gotoh, managing director ' 
of the Japan cooperation Cen- 
tre for the Middle East. 

The delegation was the 
largest government-sponsored 
Japi^ese mission to visit the 
reaon to discuss investment . 

Japan's investments in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 


^CC) states — Saudi Arabia , 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 


Kuwait and the UAE — are 
estimated at around $3 billion, 
less than one per cent of its 


total worldwide' assets of $386 
bOHon. Most of its investments 
are in oil. 

But GCC states want Japan 
and other industrial powers to 
invest in non-ofl sectors to help 
0em' acquire tedmolo^ and 
'thereby reduce their heavy re- 
liance on oD earnings, which 
provide around 90 per cent of 
their income. 

More tiian 200 offidals and 
businessmen from Japan and 
the GCC are due to meet in 
Bahrain next week to discuss 
economic cooperation. 

“Members of the mission 
showed a strong desire to 
come future investment part- 
ners of Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE," Mr. Gotoh said, “but 
unfortunately their domestic 
markets are small for Japanese 
investment.” 

Osamu Mitsui, overseas 
coordin^on mana^ at the 
Japanese Mitsui Company, 
said they would meet witn Golf 
businessmen agam to Hiepn« 
cooperation. 

"I am very impressed witii 
the economic situation here. I 
think it is time for Japan to 
meet with jMople here to pro- 
ceed mth joint ventures in the 
region," be said. ^‘We hope 


something will materialise.'' 
ost cn 


Most of Jean's investment 
in the Golf is based in the 
UAE and the neutral zone 
shared by Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. In the emirates, it has 
69 comp^es, including three 
major oil firzK. 


i^or c 

GCC states have pledged to 
ensure stable exude supplies to 
Japan in return for its invest- 
ment in the re^n. More than 
60 per cent of Jane’s oil im- 
ports of four milli on barrels 
are supplied by the 

Jm>an is also the biggest 
siimle commercial partner of 
G(X states. Its exports to 
them stood at $4.8 billion in 
the first half of 1993 and im- 
ports around $11.9 billion. 

Japanese ambassador in the 
UAB, Sben Watanabe, said 
Tbkyo wanted stron^r links 
with Gulf countries but stres- 
sed joint ventures needed 
effort, 

“It is easy to sp^ about 
joint ventures but it is not e^ 
to realise them. So tins mission 
is not expected to produce 
immediate results, but I b<^ 
there will be results in future as 
both rides work together,” he 
said. 


S. Korea to admit ‘guest workers’ 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
has bowed to cries for help 
from struggling small manofo^ 
tnrers anosm^unoed it would 
admit 20,000 foreign workers 
to fill unskilled low-paid jobs 
that locals now shun. 

A justice ministiy official 
said the number would be U- 
mited to 20,000 a nd the work- 
ers would be permitted to stay 
for periods of up to two years. 

“We will aOow 20,000 fore- 
igners to work for small com- 
panies since we realise the 
problems that could arise if the 
workers have to the offi- 
dal said by teie^ione. 

Tbe ministry also annminmH 
it would extend the limited 
amnesty for fllegal guest work- 
ers for another six months. 

Some 15,000 of the esti- 
mated 60,000 illegal foreign 
workers in South Itorea reg- 
istered for the six-EfiLOnth 
amnesty iu Jose and were ori- 
ginally required to leave tbe 


country by Dec. 15. 

The rest are living in the 
shadows, working long hours 
by day in small factories or 
buildii^ rites, and dans 
their hvin§ quarten regu^y 
to evade unmigration 


ment uvestigators. 
Small busioess 


and 


bmaii Dusiness groups 
provincial chambm of com- 
merce have. lobbied hrud for 
South Korea to relax its ban on 
migrant labour. 

'Die prospect of an influx of 
foreign woncers is politically 
sensitive one in racially 
homogenous South Korea, 
which, despite a long history of 
foreign domination, has vir- 
tually no history of assimilating 
other ethnic groups. 

Unions and pro-labour 
groups oppose importing 
workers, a^uing it wiO lead 
to a lowering of wages for 
unskill ed woricers and may ior 
crease the present unemplo^ 
ment rate of around three per 


cent 

But small manufacturers 
complain in increasingly 
prosperous South Koreans — 
wages in the manufacturing 
sector rose 109.1 per cent be- 
tween 1987 and 1992 — are 
turning their noses iip at jobs 
conrideied “dirty, oangoous 
or difficult." 

Many have turned to iU^al 
migrant labourers from poorer 
Asian countries to fill the gap. 


Workers from tbe PhQippnies, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and 


of China are flocking to 
South Korea in search of w^es 
averagiiig 400,000-500,000 won 
QM-SG-$6l7) a month. Car more 
than they could expect at 
home. 

Most work in the iabonr- 
intenrive dyeing, tanning and 
textile industries, sectors suf- 
fering from stiff competitioii 
from other, cheaper Asian pro- 
ducers, as well as the construc- 
tion business. 


Egypt markets oil with firms to quell price row 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has 
started marketing cnide oD 
jointly with two mternadonal 
oil companies as a way of 
quelling complaints that it was 
overpneinfi oil it sold to them, 
the oil blister has said. 


m 


Hamdi A1 Banbi said in an 
interview tbe Royal Dutch Pet- 
roleum Corp subsidiary Shell 
Egypt and the German group 
Vwa A.G.'s oQ arm Deminex 
had so far taken op an offer to 
market crude oil jointly. He 
did not say to which destina- 
tions. 

Oil firms have complained 
that Egypt does not mscount 
its cnidiK e 


benchmarit Suez blend, mak- 
ic difficult to sell the 
,000 barrels per day Egypt 
puts onto international mar- 
kets, especially in the cunent 
price slump. 

Mr. Banbi also said he has 
met tbe chairman of an Israeli 
oil company and approved 
talks with an Egyptian ofl com- 
pany to drill for oil inside 
Israel, and had agreed to ex- 
change geologicaT maps witb^ 
Israeli uergy Minister Moshe” 
Shahal. 


mplaine 
dSscoui 
enough a^inst hte 


“When producers com- 
plained we proposed joint 
marketing. Tnen they know 
how mucHi we get per barrel 


and some companies are now 
doing this," he told Reuters, 
naming Sbeei and Deminex. 

“Between the seller and 
buyer there is a minimum of 
trust. But you will never find 
complete agreement because 
of the conflict of interest," he 
added of the pridng cotn- 
plaints. 

Mr. Banbi, who changed the- 
pricing system to link it to 
markets shortly after becoming 
minister in 1991, said this 
year's allocation of crude oil to 
international firms who then 
export it was “very close" to 
last year’s but he declined to 
give details. 


He said he had agreed with 
Israel's Shahal. who visited 


Cairo last week, to the princi- 
ple of a gas pipeline fo the 
Gaza Strip and Israel and other 
possible ventures but they 
were not sure yet if it was 
commercially feasible. 

“The pipeline price has no 
relation to the gas price so the 
project has to be feasible at a 
range of different (gas) 

g rices.” be said, oddintg that 
gypt had assigned some ex- 
perts to study the project. 

Other projects, including 
Egyptian drilling in Israel, 
lid be deddea on technical 
economic merit. “These 


wc 

or 


are private cmupwicK sod 
do not interfere. We are 
pushing but at the same ^ 
we are not hindering*' ■ 

Egypt has attracted a ikb& 
ber or oil finns in the las 
couple of yMK, mostly smal 

to medium-rize in d^nde Hts 
by sweetenix^ the temsM-ia 
concessions. determmedT j 
gather every last drop ou 
of its UmitM fields. 

Spain's Repsol S.A.. tb 
Australian fum Cc^lcx Re 
sources N.L.. and ewiq^iei 
from Turkey. Croatia and else 
where are now prospering ir 
new areas in sootheni Enp 
and virgin stretches of its West 
ern Desert. 


Lebanon hopes to 
reopen Beirut 
bourse next year 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon 
hopes to reopen' the Beirut 
stock exchange, closed by 
sheOii^ during the dvil war in 
1988, m six to ughl months, a 
central bank omoal said. 

Nasser Saidi, a deputy gov- 
ernor of the Bank of Lebanon, 
said reopening tbe Bourse de 
Beirut was a key element in a 
crash prograi^e to revive 
Beirut's finandal markets and 
attract bOlions of dollais from 
^xoad reooastructioQ in 
the next 10-15 years. 

The bank’s planners esti- 
mated that uip to half the $20 
billiqn Lebanon wants to raise 
abroad could be attracted 
through investments in the 
stock excfaai^ and in govern- 
ment and private bonds whidi 
are being developed simul- 
taneously. 

“Our plans so &r call for a 
stock exchange within six to 
ei^t months,” Mr. Saidi said. 

reparations for the ex- 
dian^ were “a major focus of 
activi^ because raising equity 
capital would avoid the friture 
interest buidea of heavy bor- 
rowing and investors would' 
share tbe investment risk in 
Lebanon. 

’That really is what Leba- 
non needs at the moment. It 
needs investors, foreign inves- 
tors, Lebanese investors to 
come in and' take equity, to 
share in the risks of reconstruc- 
tion," Mr. Saidi said. 


Equity trad^g may actually 
artonJs 


start on Jan. 10, 1994, in shares 
of Solidere, a $2.2 billion com- 
panay being formed to rebuild 
Beiiut's centr^ district des- 
tTOTed in the 1975-90 civil war. 

Mlidere's 650 milli on share 
issue launched on Nov. 2 closes 
on Jan. 10. 


“By Jan. 10 we hope there 
wni be a secondary market for 
the shares of Sohdere... that 
would be a substantial achieve- 
ment because it would set us 


on the road to reestablishin; 
Beirut as a major financi 


fi 


centre for the Nfiddle East,” 
Saidi said. 

Asked bow the share would 
be traded in the absence of an 
exchange, he 5aid:“That’s 
what we're working on — 24 
hours." 


The future stock exchange 
would be semi-paperiess and 
would eventually become fully 
electronic. 

It would revive the Bourse 
de Beirut, founded in 19^ as 
one of the oldest exchanges in 
the Middle East, which listed 
about 40 shares when the dvil 
war began and traded until 
shells badly damaged the 
building near the wateifrront in 
1988. 

The old bourse actively 
traded 20-22 stocks as well as 
bonds, including bonds issued 
at utilities like the Port of 
Beirut. 


Russian reform chief 
wants to protect industry 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian re- 
form chief Ye^ Gaidar spoke 
out in favour of limited protec- 
tion for mling industry depart- nomy plagued by shortages, 
ing from the text of the free- Mr. Gaidar said, desenbing 


1 new splashes of advertisiz^ 
colour. 

“Russia is no lor 


an eco- 


whidi is bis 


mg 

market gospel 
trademark. 

Mr. Gaidar, first deputy 
prime minister responsible for 
economic reforms, told a news 
conference that Russia’s suc- 


cess 


in propelling its centrally 
ilannea economy towards the 


plan 

free market had'eoabled it to 
chaise the priorities of its eco- 
nomic plan. 

“In 1992, when shops were 
bare and goods were m short 
simply, we lifted import res- 
trictions for six months," he 
said. Since last summer we 
have started reinstating these 
import tariffs. We believe that 
domestic markets should be 
protected and we can use these 
tariffs to raise some additional 
revenues." 

He did not say whidi im- 
ports should be taxed. Tariffs 
should not be punitive ones, 
simply fees aimed at suppe^- 
ing domestic industry, he said. 

Russia launched its econo- 
mic reform plan under Mr. 
Gaidar’s stewardship in Janu- 
ary last year, freemg prices, 
selling off state-owned iimustry 
and removing layers of state 
controls inhented from the old 
Soviet system. 

Prices soared, but goods re- 
turned to the shops and Rus- 
sia's once-drab streets gained 


Monopolies, conflicts hamper Africa minerai output 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — State 
monopolies in the mining sec- 
tor and a string of ennflim on 
• the world's poorest continent 
have hit the development of 
Africa's mineral indust^, a 
leading economist told Afric 
ministers. 


lean 


Layashi Yaker, the U.N. 
under secretary-general and 
executive secret^ of the Eco- 
nomic Commission for Africa 
(ECA) told a meeting in Addis 
Ababa unrest had led to a 
major slump in production of 
minerals such as copper and 
cobalt. 

“Since the (start of the) 
1990s, cobalt production in 
Zaire slumped from around 


10,000 tonnes to 6,625 tonnes 
because of unrest. In Liberia, 
during the three years of civil 
war annual .production of iron 
dropped from 12 million ton- 
nes to less than two million 
tonnes,” Mr. Yaker told a 
gro^ of mining ministers. 

“Because ot political dis- 
turbances and government 
monopoly, foreign investors 
are also very reluctant to inter- 
vene in the. mineral sector of 
the continent," he added. 

Africa’s mineral output is 
important to the world's nuc- 
lear aerospace, steel, oil, pre- 
dous met^ and abrasives in- 
dustries. 

Experts say a revival of its 


mining sector required a p^- 
nership between private min- 
ing firms, which can provide 
capital, man^ment ara tech- 
holos 
whic 

investment environment. 


logy, and host governments, 
ica must create a condudve 


Mr. Yaker. an Algerian, cal- 
led on African countries to 
enact “friendly legislation” 
which would help attract fore- 
ign capital to ^loit tbe conti- 
nent's rich mineral deposits. 

Mr. Yaker said Africa was 
well-endowed with , minerals. , 
Excluding South Africa, sub- 
Saharan economies produced 
about five per cent of the 
world's mineral resources — 
mainly copper, diamonds. 


gold, ui^um and bauxite. 

Zaire and Zambia together 
produce 74 per cent of tbe 
world's cobalt and 15 per cent 
f its coroer. 

Nine other sub-Saharan eco- 
nomies account for more than 
40 per cent erf the world di- 
' amond production. Guinea in 
west Africa is the world’s 
second largest bauxite produc- 
er, Sierra Leone the world's 
serand largest producer of 
rutile — a form of titanium. 

Nfining also contributes 
heavily to the continent's fore- 
^ exchange revenue. Earning 
mm exports rose to over $8 
billion in. 1988 from $5 billion 
in 1980, official statistics show. 


Vatican expects record 
budget deficit next year 


VATIC^ CT^ (AFP) — The y^cm expects a record 


deficit of $26 million for 1994, which wfll no longer be covered 
the “Peter’s pence" contribution. But rather by local diurehes. 
^ligious orders and CatiioUc associations. Vaucan sources have 
said. 

Tliat reform of tbe Holy See's finand^ was decided at a 
meeting erf cajr^als concerned with church mancing, the sources 
said. 

They decided that the “direct” contributions made . by the 
world's Caffiolics in the form of “Peter's pence” should be used 
from now onfor the Pope's charitable and pastoral activities — 
and no longer to help cover budget deficits. 

Tbe 'Vatican owns a large number of extremely valuable 
cultnral treasores and other property items that bring in no 
income. While its c^tal funds nave been eroded to an extent that 
worries church leaden. 


Peanuts 


THIS 6AME IS 60IN6 
k INTO OVERTIME.. 



Andy Capp 


THE BEnER HALF. 


By HqitIs 


HARRIS 



IVe got a fun, new hobby! I'm learning 
how to chew gurn in my^oavel!^ 




zvv\oFP-ibBiNeo 

- iFvou 

A MEAL you lU. 
M^a/eiOMAME 
rr YOURSELF 



t* SHesNoroNEmti 
MAION6MeDO*MNeS 

^7 — ~ir~niiTrn>iviri i 

V/MEWISHZH4b 



Mutt'n’Jeff 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each squere, lo form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLfO WORD GAME 
I • by Henri Arnold end lyillw ArgMen 


DIXEO 






FLABE 


U n 



P 

HU 

LED 


P 

L 



□ 

□ 



TEASTE 



s 


WHAT THE CROOf^EC? 
©AAIBLER TURNEC7 
CARPENTER PIC?. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug> 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer HE [xnx] ram 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; YIELD CIVIL STYLUS CUPPUL 

Answer what the horse called his v/ile — 

A SILLY FILLY 


yriiat be said were the successes 
of almost two yeazs of ecozio- 
mic reforms. 

“We have reduced our milit- 
ary spending, the rouble is 
convertible for current account 
operations and we have a 
power^ public sector. The 
Russian econcuny is now an 
open economy, our trade ba- 
lance is positive and we are 
building iq) foreign exchange 
reserves,” he pointed out. 


Russia has accompanied h: 

economic reftMins wh ijfM 
quest to join the world tradt 
organisation GATT. Mr,- 
Gaider said membership of tk- 
organisation remaiiMd a prkrf* ,i 
if only to guarantee Rus.-^°* 
Sian access to oto markets, 

GATT, the Geoml Aema.^ 
Trade. 


1%^ 


meoi on Tariffs and Trade, 
aims to remove bankis tn^ 
world trade. i 

.s jT.Tt » * 

Mr. Gaidar's comaieiiti od* ' 
protecting domestic finns teem . 
geared to curry levour widi,' ^ '■ 
mdnstrialists and wotiseis dor- . 
ing Russia's eiectioacaa^i^. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVEMBER 29, t99$ 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter 


- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; Be 
endkat in stating your views u 
all of today's good aspects work 
in your favour to settle issues 
from the past that are not dearly 
defined to your liking. Handle 
matters important to your wel- 
fare. 


there and dontbe apserbeenise 
there are some nhstaciw ia yov 
path requiring stkfctfintfrtaeiL 


UNtA: fficpceiriier 33 te'Oiaiii- 
ber 23) Tak^ 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Now you have a day and evening 
when you are apt to be moody, 
to want to get out from unckr 
diffi^iies, conditions but such 
could boomerang on you. 


takuig Bioce tbMi unU 
care on die hi^way MidMeoa- 
tac( with ounide conetaett is 
advsiabie or you find you ae 
really behind the ei|^ odL 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
Novcffiber 21) You hxte sone 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May ^) 
If you attend to assets and IiaHli- 
ties to^y. make sure that you 
check and doublcdieck amounts 
to see that you do not make some 
untoward mistake. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Start tbe week right by carrjmg 
tlirongb with vrtiatever pronuscs 
you have made to outside con- 
tacts and wait until completed 
before you see them. 



oftihe 
Ih 

vdiere 

'mean- 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't pitch in on what- 
ever tasks face you but take time 
out to make sure you wind up 
whattver had been begun and 
qoietiy buQd efficiency. 


fou 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Yc 
are anxious to pum whatever 


your capabilities are today but it 
IS best you finish facets already 
begun and free vahudile gpod 
how in tbe fiiture. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Get out of the house 


early and attend to routine duties 


property matterio 
way so utihsc 
about what is. 
possessions and bi 
cemed. ■ i 
SAGITTAm^ 22 

10 December 21)Tdhtitfm per- 
sonal hopes and w hjai snfeB fir 
from you and yoo WMC 

10 think out a pten of action to 
gain them starting on .the 
morrow. 

CAPRICORN: (Docgnib^ 22 to 
January 20) Yon -esa gtt oat 
frtsm under soire aeentt worry or 
aiu^ancc by i m dying yoanrif 
to taM3 Dceessazy to 
this 'worfiriritite piv* 

pose. 

AQUARIUS: (Janoaij 21. to 
February 19) Tlw is not your d^ 
to be ^eguius in anyway but 
instead to yoursof assid||i 
lousiy to getting a good bi^ (&' 
secunng your cnie auns. 
PISCES: (Febnwy 20 to MBCh. 
20) Now the puhfic life tiionS 
not be for you tod^ ortoB^i 
too many timtmrf andAK-bniis 
things could htqipen so hnpnw 
your personal appearances,.. . 





’"c e»ic. 




THE Dally Crossworij bv 


Gtenton Patgram 


ACROSS 
1 Moistened 
cooXtng meat 
7 Riiuai table 

12 Force source 

13 Cassandra 
16 Searches for 

lood 

18 Slaying power 

19 Prayer enCffi^ 

20 Fury 

22 Council ol 
churches 

23 Jeun 

24 Fit ot anger 

25 Max — Sydow 

26 Shelter 
37 Contoc Jay 
28 Find fauli 

30 Military trainee 

31 Uncultured ones 

32 Exhaled 
explosively 

35 Blackboard 
accessories 

36 Basketball 
player 

37 Omit a syllable 
36 Dislikes 

39 Judge s garb 

40 Quiet 

43 Old verb ending 

44 Be an omen 

45 M. Coty 

46 River to the 
North Sea 

49 Take advantage 
01 

60 Muscle 
5l Ono who tests 
S3 Wanting no 
irionds 

65 Sound sysuims 

56 Make hjppy 

57 Rclramea from 

58 Confused 



=>t. i.. 


DOWN 

1 Come to pass 
3 Societal 
breakdown 

3 P.iolic 

4 LetTiher (or one 
giowp 

5 Omelet base 

6 Colorec! pigment 

7 Item of vahie 


8 Giuo permission 

9 Hot bovtvago'. 

10 Multitude 

1 1 Ask lo come 
bark 

14 Prying one 

1 5 Melanchoty 

SLItC 

17 Broke a 

cortunariikiinni 
21 Vi>r> iimusing 
one 

34 Pasrjovnr meni 

37 idiec 

38 flank 

39 Ariiiice 

30 Whale 

31 Hu3h money 
33 Dcvioua plans 
33 Most tidy 

o4 Ooiigneed 

35 Waii>r plant 
37 Gwii k' '•'VP 
4f' For, lie 

4t Misgivmg 
42 Whimporcd 
44 Esplodeo 


Ysstarday's Piuife SolMd: s 
— 


Ronnia nnnn nrjn», 
ciRon nunMj 
Bggcin nonn nnnp; 
nraannnnnHn Finn»‘ 
„„„ Hnom nnnni;i 
nnufiR 
nnnnt': 

Rgngnpin nnunnrtr: 
nnornn nnnn nniT' 
nnuBon 
unvm 

nriari mnnnnnnnnt^- 
orann nonn 

nnnnit 

PFiEiH nmnn nntir.if' 


46 MhslHHt. Ml j 
way 

47 Hutoti oarment 

48 LrKArd on 


50-Bevawd 
S2tcing.'tarip 

IMWiMppotbllh 4.. 

—^——4 
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Financial 

Markets 



' Jordan Timas 

. in CO opnratioii with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Foragn Elxcliange Market Somipary 
(November 15 - Novemb^ 19 , 1993 ) 

AMMAN ' — CorrenCT exdiaiige xates flcK^ted within 
nanow xan^ last week. Reports iiKficated ^at tra ding was” 
gniet and dnn espedaOy on Tnursday aiul Friday in view of the 
Thanksgivmg holiday m the Uoitra States. 

Hie doUv slipped back against the miuk Monday, as 
sreatCT-than-e^pected growth m Germany*s Mon^ Supply 
oi m i n is he d hb^ for farther interest rates cats by & 
Bundesbank. M3 moi^ siqnly figures showing flnnnaK<«»^ 
growth of 6.8 per cent in Octobv , against ejqpectations of 6.6 
Dtf cent, trigobed dollar selling a great immhgr of dealers. 
The dolbr*s oedine was also attributed to a sharp in 

the Dow Jones hidnstiial Averse, iriiich measures the pri«> 
movements ot the main indostnal companies in the United 
States. 

The dollar denredated slightly against the mark Thesday in 
response to teconieal factors and posifioo sgoaiing ahead ctS 
Thanksflving holiday in the United States Tnursday. Rqxirts 
also inmcated Aat traders' disa p jToinfmant 
growth of ^ Gennan mooe? siqiply figures conthmed to 
ajfect foe (kdlar natively. On the omn hand, Steriing firmed 
apinst ofoer nmjor cmxexides foDowing a half point cut in foe 
U.K. Base Rate to 5.5 pa cent oa hopes foe move would hefo 
boost England’s econnnic leoove^. in the meantime, a U.S. 
Treasury report on Interaatkxial Eoonoixues was released 
after the New York dose, m sfoidi the Clinton Adnriiiistration 
asked both Europe and Japan to take concrete actions to 
stimulate local demand. 

A new batdi of positive U.S. economic reports released 
Wednesday, belied foe dollar to move slight^ nigher aeamst 
foe mark in a quiet pre^ioliday sesshm. Dui^ile Okxids 
Onters rose ^ 2.0 per cent in O^ber, compared to 1.1 per 
cent the previous monfo, while Car Saks rose by 20.5 per cent 
durinff the second 10 dm of November. Gixiwiiigespectatiaiis 
that foe Bundesbank Preadent might make oommenis cooh 
oenuiiEfoe timing of anofoer intezest rates cat, also suppor ted 
the d^ar. The Bnndesbank Preadent, in an attanpt to 
danmen such roecalations, indicaled later on that caution is 
needed befim nutherstqis towards loweriog German interest 
rates are taken, and that the bank would continue to look 
dosely at German M3 money supf^ movements. 

Wl^ tnfong activity dedmeo duuply on Hraisd^, as 
many deakrs a vacation on Thank^tving holiday in the 
United Stat^ the doDar firmed against ou^ major currencies 
Friday, dosii^ at its hidiest kv^ against the mark and the 
yen. An^ysts indicatea that most of the dollar’s,^ was 
bebmd by cootiinied traders’ reaction to the positive U.S 
ecoiMimc Tqxnts, released Wednesday, whtdi gave farther 
evidence of a U.S. eoomxnic hsprovement 

In addition, tbetioflar got siqrpoit following ctNninents by a 
Buridefoank o ffieu*? premcting lower inflation rates in Ga- 
many HowevcT, titc Bund^Saiik President later indScated 
that interest rates coald only be lowered farther if tins would 
not enda^er tim mark. Tk doQar thus ended tire week at 
1.7138 marks and 108.85 yen, vriifle Steriing ended it at 
$1.4790. 
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Soto Franc 
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36/11/93 
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1.4735 

1.4790 

1.7143 

7.7136 

1.5049 

1.4990 

5.9415 

5.9225 

10S.50 

I0S.85 


Percent 

Change 



0.3i % 


I0.32i 




Oman plans 
part of state 

MUSCAT (Agencies) — 
.Oman has plans to seO p^ of 
its state>ovmed assets indotfing 
an on refinery and foe telecom- 
nninications agei^ to foe pri- 
vate sector, a senior official 
said. 

Shares in state-owned insni^ 
ance, hotel, restaurant and ce- 
ment companies also be 
offered for public subscription, 
foe bead or foe economic emo- 
mittee of (tean’s Consultative 
Council, Mohsen Haidar Dar- 
wish, told the Oman news- 
paper. 

He did not say how many 
shares would be offered or 
^riien, nor whether noD-Omani 
nationals would be allcnved to 
acquire them. Proposals by the 
council have to be agreed by 
Oman’s Sultan Qab(^ before 
they can be implemented. 

Mr. Darwifo, who is himself 
a leading bnanessmai], mi d the 
state would retain its current 
60 per cent share in Petrokam 
De^opment Oman, foe coim- 
try’s biggest oil-produdag 
company. 

Cwan would k^ a major- 
ity stake in sensitive ventures 
such as the national transport 
comply, airliM and ports 
author^. 

hfr. Darwish said private in- 
vestors would have to oonumt 
themselves not to raise prices, 
and to inoease the rate of 
Omanisatioo and training of 
Omani citizens. 

Omanisation means raiang 
tile proportion of Omai^ in 
the woite)rce,.as opposed to 
the foreign expatriates conent- 
ly enmlqyed m large nombeis 
^ oil-prodadng Gulf Arab 


to sell off 
assets 


Import/export procedures simplified 


(Costfmied firom page 1) 


states. 

Mr. Darwish said the tele- 
communication organisation 
and Oman’s 80,000 barrels per 
day cecity ^ refinery — 
which is currently wholly state- 
owned — were considered 
among foe biggest and most 
profitabk of the coontiy’s pnb- 
tic companies. 

Oman and other Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) states 
— Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Kuwait and foe United 
Arab Emirates — curreatly 
restrict shareholding to foea 
own nationals, with the exoe]> 
tion of some corniMUiies where 
other GCC nation^ are also 
allowed to invest. 

They have set up a commit- 
tee of e^rts to research u^ys 
of allowing wider share own- 
ership across GCC countries. 

Meanwhfle Oman is plan- 
ning to boost its cement pro- 
dnetion to face a saige in de- 
mand caused a construction 
boom, industry sources in 
Muscat said Sunday. 

They said foe project to be 
lanndied in 1994 would posh 
foe output c^adty of the 
state-owned Oman Cement 
Company (OCQ by more than 
300,(X)0 tonnes from its carrent 
production of around 880,000 
tonnes per year. 

"The project is intended to 
face growing demand doe to an 
upturn in the construction sec- 
tor and to ent imports,” an 
industry source told Al^ by 
telephone. ‘‘Origmal pi*r>< io> 
clud^ bufldmg a new plant but 
h was found to be veiy e^n- 
sive and expandizi| the existing 
one is more fea^le.” 


considered as being itself a 
licence. 

C) Certain partis confined to 
exporting specific products 
new not obtain a licence if foe 
exports are conducted by 
them. 

D) The validity of e^n h- 
cences, wherever requii^, has 
been extended from three 
' months to ax months and re- 
newal would be for six months 
and not three. 

Prom an import per s pec tiv e 
foe main features of foe new 
law are; 

p Importers can start foe clear- 
ing procedure without an im- 
port licence on condition that 
the goods are not imported 
from countries with which Jor- 
dan has protocols or agree- 
ments. 

Unless foe protocols and 
^reements allow an ezemp- 
tiOQ of the licence, imjx>rts 
from these countries require 
certain arrangements u^'ch 
foould be met before im- 
porting. 

ii) Exemption of import licence 
does not covet goc^ that are 
banned. 

iiO goods need a prior clear- 
ance from an official authority, 
the clearance itself would sitt- 
fice to be considered a ficence 
that authorises opening a letter 
oi credit at a busk orfinan^ 
institution and clearing. 

tv) Certain parties confined to 
import specific products need 
sot obtam a licence if imports 
are processed by foem. 
v) Exf^ of an import li- 


cence, if still required, has 
been extended to one yev and 
the minis ter can allow its ex- 
tension for another year in- 
stead of eight months as it has 
been foe lunit in foe previous 
law. 

-ri) The fine for importing 
goods from a country other 
man foe country of origin be- 
comes one per cent instead of 
five per cent. Goods exempted 
from the import fees are ex- 
empted from this levy. 

tIm minist^ would maintain 
foe system of issuing the “im- 
porter card” identification 
document which would allow a 
’^registered importer” to t^jen 


prior clearance. 

The ministiy wiU be im- 
plementing this new law in 
cooperation with foe Central 
Bau of Jordan and the Cus- 
toms Departinent, foe minister 
said. 

He added that the ministry 
would request fr:om foe official 
responsible authorities to spe- 


cify the goods deai^ 

ance before importing or ex- 
porting in order to notify the 
banks and customs centres. 

In addition, the ministty 
would prepare a list of foe 
countries which, based on cer- 
tain protocols or agreemoits, 
require an ezpOTt/import li- 
cence. 


Iran reimposes 
strict measures 
to stabilise riyal 


ktters of cremt at banks and 
financial institutions and clear 
the goods from customs cen- 
tres^ 

Import fees would be col- 
lectea on the customs declara- 
tion upon dearing the gcx>ds in 
foe customs centre and not at 
foe Ministiy of Industry and 
Trade as under foe old regula- 
tions. ■ 

Under the new law, indi- 
vidnals and companies winch 
cannot present a vaHd ^impor- 
ter-card” identification are 
permitted to clear the goods 
without an import licence but 
against a five per cent fine. 

The fine can be waived if an 
importer ^)plies for re^tia- 
tion at foe ministiy and obtains 
an “iniporter card.” 

Dr. saket revealed that the 
value of goods carried by 
traveDeis hM been raised from 
JD 1,000 to ID 2,000 provided 
that these goods are either 
banned, restiicted or needing 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has 
reimposed strict economic me- 
asures to stabilise the riyal, 
which in one mouth has feUen 
nine per cent on the official 
marka and 19 per cent on foe 
open market against major 
CDirencies. 

The decision was taken at a 
meeting chaired by President 
Ali Akbar Hashenu Rafsanjani 
late Saturday, following sharp 
hikes in foreign cunency rates 
on foe open market, franian 
radio said Sunday. 

The dollar, wmch was offi- 
cially traded at 1558 liyals in 
early November, has leapt to 
1*^ riyals while the gap has 
even b^ wider on the open 
market, where the greenbAck 
now changes hands at 1880 
riyals.. 

From Snnday, all importers 
in the private sector will have 
to roister their orders at the 
oommerce ministry and pre- 
sent a certificate of exchange 
from the central bank before 


being able to release their 
goofo tom the cDstoms office, 
according to the radio. 

Tlie government also re- 
duced tlm amount of hard cur- 
rent it would allow travellers 
to take out of tiie country from 
$10,000 to SS.OOO, and cancel- 
led a central bank dedskm last 
month to sell each buyer 
$5,000 in hard currenqr. 

The bank's move was an 
attempt to ease demand for 
foreign currency, but it promp- 
ted money-dian^Ts to line up 
at foe baioks for their share, 
only to offer it later on the 
open market at a hi^ier rate. 

The government reduced 
from $700 to $200 the value of 
duty-free goods it woidd allow 
travellers to take ashore from 
foe i«>and of Kish^ in southern ' 
Iran. 

Economic observers here 
said the new measures could 
prevent the flow of foreign 
currency out of the coun^ 
and ease pressure on the riyaC 


THE PROFESSIONAiS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


MCRMG, AM FREIGH1 
raRWAKNNG, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
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Veritable Cuisine Franpaise 
Live Entertainment 

68574B 

Shmessani 


Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


The Inn Place lo be.. 





INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECtAUSTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERV/CES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023-PAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBOEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


One visit win male yon 
a steady , we beBevdU 


The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 



PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUIHENPC CHHIESe'CUiSME 
Prices . // 1 


^ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Stteei. YarrnouK 
Engineers' Housing 
^tate. near KUo 
Supermarket 

MofigollaQ Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Optrn dnily 12:00 - 3:M) 
p.m. 

V. 6:20 ’ Midnight y 



m 

iZEEHWAN MRISEIB 
BHINESE RESTAORAHr 
^ypteal OiM FBMlt 



Ikte aivajr fo mvmUMm 

Un UCvineh Gammer^ Contra 

fmcTMtsd AliMgcLoted 


The first A best 
. Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabal Amman, n^r 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — MK&Mgfrr 

TBL638M 


irmniaiiiii 


Best Pizzas &SandwkJie 8 


m 


Soft ft Alcoholic Drinks, 

t 

^ Take-Away Servkx 


_i/ai ■ 


I in />. OricuUil l-oni! in Tnwii 


RESTAVRANT& GARDEN 


- Chinese, Tliai, PhUUpIno, IndonislBn & 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 
in Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 





Koun:12 Soon 12 Midnictn 
T” davs a week 


46 Biihiuri Stieei 2 od circk . Jlboi Amreao Oppoule Frendi Loaf Tel 6534S2 


A^tmTont^tfi 

J^Jibiistic^mSiance 


Valentino 

" f TTT7TTTTT7 

JABAU AMMAN rattreucix 
0ea08n8iwaM0ifMSASBirTB.fS4aps 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executrve Lunc h eons- 

Take away service 

avails 

Open Dally l2.30*3.30pni 

7.30-H.^ pm I 
After the PhUadelphli Hotelj 
Ibwards 3rd en^ I 


Tel-659579 659520 


Qeslaurenl & Tspaa 

Jebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 6! 50 61 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professiona! Quaifty iu 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your c(^our film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

s£co 30% Utrpm r 

• Fr«« oafargm- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh id; 823891 


TAU OF THE TOWN 
DfSCOTHEQUE 

Opn nighfy FiM Ue P JH ta 3M AJI 
tenpl Snndv FtnmM PJI b3« AH 

Tue s day Clo e ed 


Daily Lunch 


Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle Bait Hotel - Slwnet—n} 





For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 

I ADVERTISE 
in the 


— Parole 

viidour. -Jcrdcj- iupcTT^irkc: hi DG 
:nd ;l;or go,j677 




IIAIfOTEL 


Amman - Td. 668193 * 
P.0.60X 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 OAROTUO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

Bushitstman 
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Hindu nationalists 


suffer in India election 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
Hindu nationalist opposition 
suffered a serious setback Sun- 
day to a once seemingly inex- 
orable march to power as it 
headed for losses in at least 
two. of five regional polls. 

Senior members of the rul- 
ing Congress Party were jubi- 
lant as results poured out of 
three of the four states where 
Prime Minister P.V, Nara- 
^imha Rao nationalist 

Bharatiya Janata Party (UP) 
governments last December. 

“We have turned the tide 


unst the BJP. We'll finish 


a^i 

them off at the next elections." 


Bhatia' told 

^ "India has returned to its 
secular tradition." said Law 
Minister H.R. Bhardwaj. 

' Both said Congress was con- 
fident of winning the central 
state of Madhya Pradesh, 
which completed two-stage 
polls Saturday and begins 
counting the votes Tuesday. 

Only a few weeks ago. Con- 
gress was fractious, morale was 
low and Mr. Rao was being 
widely criticised within it for an 
alleged lackadaisical response 
to the Hindu nationalist chal- 


century mosque in the Uttar 
Pradesh town of Ayodhya. 

That set off ferocious vio- 
lence across much of the coun- 
try in which more than 2,000 
people died, most of them 
from the 120 million-strong 
Muslim minority in a lately 
Hindu nation or 890 million. 

Mr. Rao accused the four 
BJP governments of failing to 
control the violence after the 
destruction of a mosque which 
became the symbol or the bat- 
tle between Hindu nationalism 
and secularism. 

A campaign against the mos- 
^e fuelled a dramatic surge of 
Hindu nationalism and seemed 
set to carry the BJP to national 
power and Congress into ter- 
minal decline. 

Many Hindus believe the 
mosque stood on the birth- 
place of their god. Lord Rama, 
and supported the campaign to 


rcgace it with a temple^ 


lenw. On Sunday, it was posi- 
’ dv 


lively jaunty. 


'■ I'he E3P won handsomely in 
Delhi, which was voting for its 
first assembly, but elsewhere 
the news was gloomy for a 
■party which shorfrom the poli- 
tical fringes to become the 
parliamentary opposition in 
Ibss than a decade. 


It appeared likely only to 
^ueak back ii 


into power in the 
arid northern state of Rajas- 
^an in a very tight race with 
Congress and it lost Himachal 
Prad^ to a Congress land- 
slide. 


lut the Confess officials 
said the election results 
showed that without the mos- 
que people had become bored 
with temple campaign and the 
BJP failed to come up with 
alternative issues. 

"Emotional issues like 
Ayodhya have a limited life. In 
politics you have to have 
broader based issues. The BJP 
hasn't," said Mr. fihatia. 

In Uttar Pradesh, a two- 
party alliance which sought the 
votes of lower-caste Hindus 
and Muslims was set to win the 
most seats with the BJP, 
dominated by hieh-caste 
Brahmins and fuelled by anti- 
Muslim feelings, running 
second. 

Trends showed no party 
would win a majoriW, but anti- 


was no official explanation for 
the pullout, army sources said 
the ope^QQ had achieved its 
limits purpose. 

Sopore, northwest of Srina- 
summer capital of pre- 
dominantly Hindu India's only 
Muslim-majority state, has 
b^n a militant stronghold and 
the centre of many attacks on 
security forces. 

Residents said thousands of 
troops swept into the town of 
100,000 people Friday night in 
trucks and aimoured personnel 
carriers, meeting resistance 
from militants armed with 
automatic rifles and rocket- 
propelled grenades. 

lliey gauiered thousands of 
people in open spaces while 
mfbnners, captured militants 
disguised with hoods and nick- 
•named “cats", picked out their 
former comrades. 

An official spokesman said 
Sunday at least IS people, 
mostly militants, had been kil- 
led and five soldiers and a 
paramilitary trooper had been 
wounded in the pre-dawn op- 
eration. 


Militants said the toll was 
much higher. A spokesman for 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
Hezb-Ui-Mujahideen, the 
strongest militant group in So- 


alleged that more than 


Party spokesman Venkata 
Naidu also conceded the BJP 
would not mn a majority in 
Uttar Pradesh. India's most 
populous state with 120 million 
people and politically its most 
crucial. 

The elections in Uttar 
Pradesh. Himachal Pradesh. 
Rajasthan and Madhya 
Pradesh followed Mr. Rao's 
dismissal of their BJP adminis- 
trations last December after 
iTindu zealots tore down a 16th 


tot pow- 
er in Uttar Pradesh, which has 


BJP parties should kew the 
yfv 


I people had been killed and 
that most of the casualties were 
unarmed civilians. 

Another militant group, AJ- 
Burq. said SO people had died. 

Official sources said up to 
200 shops and houses were 
gutted in four places in Sopore 
Saturday. Reporters were not 
allowed into the town, centre 
of the valley's important apple 
industry. 


Hindu nationalists out of 


85 of the national parliament's 
545 seats, more than any other. ' 

Congr^ fared badly in the 
state which was once its fief- 
dom, but says it will support an 
anti-BJP e^nuneiit. 

Meanwhile, the Indian army 
has withdrawn from Sopore 
after swooping on tiie Kashmir 
Valley town in a major opera- 
tion agmnst separatist mili- 
tants, witnesses said Sunday. 


They said the army wthdraw 
irda’ 


Saturday night. While diere 


Such "cordon and search" 
operations are widely used by 
the army in Kashmir, where 
police and hospitals have re- 
ported more than 13,000 
deaths in a four-year-old revolt 
against Indian rule. 

Paramilitary police are 
usually brought in to maintain 
security after, sudi sweeps. 

The army operation in So- 
pore follows the peaceful end 
this month of a four-week 
annry sieee of Srinagar's Haz- 
ratbal Mosque, Kashmir's 


losque, 
most sacred Islamic shrine. 


N- Zealand 
finance 
minister 
dumped in 
reshuffle 


WELLINGTON (R) — Ruth 
Richanboa, the aidotect of 
radical economic reform in 
New Zealand ance 1990, was 
dumped by Prime Miitister Jim 
Bolger Sunday in a cabinet 
reshuffle aimed at pFOducing a 
centrist govemmenL 


'Ms. Richardson, a dry 
monetarist, was replaced in the 
key government job by Mr. 
Bolger’s long-time fii'eod and 
poimdant, Bui Birch, a former 
Labour minister. 


I Flnandal markets were ex- 
pected to react badly to the 
news when they open Monday. 
Market sources said the cur- 
would fall and interest 
rates would rise in a reaction 
against the removal of Ms. 
Richardson, the darling of 
New Zealand's markets. 


Mr. Bolger's 34-seat major- 
^ in paiiiament was slashed to 
just one in general elections on 
Nov. 6 and the 5^y^-old 
Conservative prime minister 
bad already indicated lus new 
Ipvemment would be pra^na- 
tic and seek consensus. 


> "We believe the time has 
dome to recognjse that the big 
move* are behind us and a 
different style of management 
is called for," Mr. Bolger told 
4 news conference. 

"We are a party of the cen- 
not a party of the extreme 
fight." 

; Mr. Bolger said he had 
offered Ms. Richardson a 
Mnior role in cabinet but she 
had declined, preferring to 
work from the b^bend^ of 
gariiament. 


Inkiatha im^ts to plan 
strategy for elections 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The Zulu-based Inkatha Free- 
dom Party (IFP) leadership 
met Sunday to weigh the 
merits of bojratting or contest- 
ing South Africa's first all-race 
election as war talks rumbled 
throughout the country. 

Inkatha diief Mangosutbu 
Butiielezi said he would not 
lead his party "like lambs to 
the slaughter." 

He toU a rally Saturday he 
opposed running in the April 
27 election if it was held under 
the interim constitution, drawn 
up by the government and 
other political parties to chart 
South Africa's transition to 
black majority rule. 

Inkatha boycotted the con- 
stitution talks and has formed a 
"freedom alliance” of black 
conservatives and vdiite ex- 
tremists demanding a federal 
state with regional self-deter- 
mination. 

"The IFP's line is that we 
want Kwazulu/Natal to rule 
over itself. We want a federal 
constitution which will allow 
this to happen and we want it 
now and not after the elec- 
tion.” Mr. Bulhelezi said. 

“1 will not lead my party like 
a lamb to the slaughter, which 
will happen if we agree to fight 
the elections under the present 
‘constitution unless a miracle 
happens." he said. 

The IFP Central Committee 
was meeting in his Kwazulu 
tribal homeland stronghold of 
Ulundi in Natal province. 

Mr. Buthelezi told the rally 
he would seckguidiance at the 
meeting on when to call a full 
conference to make a decision 
on election participation. 

He said that unless the in- 
terim constitution was revised 
it could be torn up. if the 
African National Congress. In- 
katha's main black nval. won 
the election as is widely ex- 
pected. 

Army chiefr Saturday can- 


celled weekend leave for some 
units after extremist leaders 
warned supporters to prepare 
for dvil war. 

White neo-Nazi leader 
Eugene Terre Blanche Thurs- 
day told his followers to arm 
their women for a war against 
blacks. 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la predicted in response that 
thousands of innocent whiles 
would be killed if the white 


ri^t United a conflict. 

Lucas Maneope, 
the nominally independent 


leader of 


black homeland Bophuthats- 
wana, Saturday joined those 
warning of the danger of dvil 
strife. 

Mr; Mangope, a member of 
the Freedom Alliance, criti- 
cised the "suicidal haste" in 
agreeing the constitution. 

"The regional governments 
will be toothless puppets 
whose strings will be pulled 
from the cenlre,” he told a 
military parade. 


President F. W. De Klerk 
and Mr. Mandela have stressed 
they want to reach a political 
accomodation with the and 


white right wingers. 
Meanwhile, South African 


police said they found the 
bodies of 


' two men Sunday who 
had been shot dead in black 
township violence. 

TTie corpses were found in 
Katlehong, east of Johannes- 


burg, where the bodv of 
another shot man was found 


Saturday. 


* "Otherwise it's extremely 
.quiet," said Lieutenant Deon 
reens. police spokesman for 
the East Rand re^on where 
much of the township feuding 
in recent months has taken 
place. 

More than 12.500 people 
have died in political violence 
since President F. W. De Klerk 
embarked on uartheid' re- 
forms in early 1^1. 


Khmer Rouge to end attacks, return zones 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Cam- 
(ftxlia's Khmer Rouge guerril- 
Ek offered Sunday to cease 
hostilities and give up all zones 
of control, including the gem- 
rich hUIs of Pailin m the west 
and the Preah Vihear Temple 
on the border with Thailand, in 
return for senior government 
positions. 


offered them senior posts if 
they surrendered. 

Sunday's Khmer Rouge 
ofrer came in a radio message 
monitored here from the fac- 
tion's nominal leader Khieu 
Samphan to King Sihanouk, 
who is currently unte^oing 
treatment for cancer in 
Beijing. 


“The government must 
agree to give positions such as 
co-ministers, codeputv minis- 
ters. co-secretaries of state and 
ad^dsois to personnel of the 
Party of Democratic Kam- 
puchea,” the i^io srtid, using 
foe guerrilla group's official 
name. 


■The proposal, in a broadcast 
oh Khmer Rouge Rafo'o, was 
a^arently a response to an 
(mer by King Norodom Siha- 
nouk. who reversed Monday 
an earlier vow not to include 
the Khmer Rouge in the 
elected government, and 


Khieu Samphan said the 
stud 



guerrillas would immediately 
cease all hostilities, including 
attacks on government posi- 
tions, roads and trains, as well 
as the laying of landmines, if 
they were given senior govern- 
ment posts in return. 


• King Sihanouk said in a pap- 
er from his sickbed last week 
that the government would 
give "several posts of co-minis- 
ters, cOKleputy ministers, co- 
secretaries ui suae and advi- 
sors to “acceptable' personali- 
ties within the Party of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea." 



Miss Jamaica named Miss World 1993 


' SUN CITY, Sontfa Africa — Jamaica's Lisa 
Hanna , 18, (centre) was crowned Miss Worid 
1993 in a ceremony at Sonth plica's Sun 
CiQ'. gamhBng resort west of Pretoria Satnrday. 


Hie .host country's Jacqui Mofokeng, 31. (leA) 
ram» sw m wl anil Sharmaine Gutinrez, 19, (r^ht) 
of the NiHiHpines came third. Ms. Hanna, a 
tetevision present er and karate student, won 
prizes wordi a total of $185,000 in the pageant 
vriiidi has found a new home at the casino centre 
in foe nondnally mdependent .bladi homdand of 
Bopfanfoatswaiif.'Tbe Miss World judges, indud- 
[ ing singer Grace Jones, novelist Frederick For^ 


$yth and actor Lmi Gosset Jnr, picked Miss 
J amaica from amoi^ 81 contestants — induding 
for foe first time a re p res e ntative of mainland 
China. Asked by foe judges what her expectations 
were for South Africa's dections next year, hCss 
Mofokei^ said: “I'm hopeful about South Africa 
because foe peiqile, black and white, are working 
towards nni^' and peace." She is the second black 
to represent her country in the contest. Some .of 
the proceeds from the contest will go to a South 
African charity which runs a feedii^ scheme for 
blacks and a Europe.-based group which drtains 
cheap medical treatment for handicapp^ chil- 
dren (AFT photol. 


1st fuel for months heads for Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — The first 
fuel convoy since August 
headed for the frozen and be- 


sieged city of Sarajevo Sunday. 
U.N. offids' ■■ 


dais said. 

The five tanker loads will 
dlow dinics, bakery ovens and 
water pumps to function in a 
dty where people have in the 
past been told to bring their 
own diesel to run hospital 
generators if they want to nave 
an operation. 

Ray Wilkinson, spokesman 
in Sarajevo for the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for 
Refiigees, said another convoy 
carr^g shelter material for 
50,d00 Muslims was heading 
for the blockaded eastern Bos- 
nian enclave of Srebrenica. 

The convoys were Saturday 
riven permission to cross the 
border between Serbia and 
Bosnia after being held. up by- 
the Serbs Friday. 

But a military supply convey 
for a battalion of -Nordic 
peacekeeping troops based, 
near foe nonhem Bosnian dty 
of Tuzla was still being held up 
by the Serbs Sunday, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. Protection 
Force said in Zagreb. 

The U.N. has accused Serb 
and Croat commanders of ob- 
structing relief convoys, pre- 
venting the movement of any 
aid in central Bosnia Saturday. 

United Nations relief offi- 


dals have pushed bard to bring 

lil- 


winter aid to almost three mil 
lion dvilian victims of the war 
after Muslim. Serb and Croat 
political leadns agreed to 
'harassing the convoys. 

'The U.N. military spokes- 
man in Sarajevo, Colonel Bill 
Aikman, said problems with 
aid convoys were directly re- 
lated to the resumption of 
peace talks between the war- 
ring sides in Geneva Monday 
and added: "Draw your own 
condusions." 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 


van Karadzic has said he will 
not accept Muslim demands 
for more territory unless sanc- 
tions against Serbia for its sup- 
port for Bosnian Serbs were 
lifted. 

He said he would have no 
objection to the creation of a 
Muslim state in Bosnia but said 
Muslims must scale back their 
claims for more land. 

European Communit}' diplo- 
mats have suggested the gra- 
dual suspension of sanctions if 
the Serbs hand over more terri- 
torv- to the Muslims under a 
plan to divide Bosnia into 
three ethnic states. 

Meanwhile, foreign minis- 
ters from foe 12 states of the 
European Community meet in 
Geneva Monday to restan stal- 
led Bosnian peace negotiations 
and try to avert a humanitarian 
catastrophe Jn Bosnia this 
winter. 

Having last week endorsed a 
joint Franco-German policy 
proposal, the EC ministers 
come armed with a new stick- 
and-carrot strategy linking 

S ss for peace with the 
J suspension of sanc- 
5ons on rump Yugoslavia. 

Wth the presidents of Ser- 
bia and Croatia beside their 
Bosnian proteges, the minis- 
ters will press the Bosnian 
leaders once more to guaran- 
tee safe passage to U.N. aid 
convoys. 

They are also due to discuss 
the ethnic conflict in Serb-held 
areas of Croatia after secret 
negotiations last week between 
Croatian officials and the Kra- 
jina Serbs. 

The one-day meeting is the 
first initiative of the new Euro- 
pean Union, which handies 
joint European Community 
foreign policy since the Nov. 1 
implementation of the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 

But how much foe EC minis- 
ters can achieve in a single day 


before they jet off to a security 
summit in Rome is in question. 

U.N. mediator Thorvald 
Stoltenberg, co-chairman of 
the Geneva talks with EC en- 
voy Lord Owen, said last week 
he would be "very pleasantly 
surprised" if the Bosnians 


struck a deal in negotiations 
due to follow Monday's 


meeting. 

Diplomats close to the 
Geneva conference have also 
been sceptical about the timing 
of the EC initiative — despite 
some encouraging signs in re- 
cent bilateral contacts, the 
mediators had not planned to 
bring the Bosnians together for 
some weeks. 

Bosnia's Muslim President 
Alija Izetbegovic said Sunday 
that if the Bosnian Serbs do not 
make territorial concessions in 
the interests of peace then 
sanctions on Serbia should be 
tightened. 

Mr. Izetbegovic was speak- 
ing at a news conference in 
S^jevo before heacting for a 
new round of Bosnian peace 
talks scheduled for Monday in 
Geneva. 

Mr. Izetbegovic said: "If the 
Serb side does not return terri- 
tories, sanctions should be 
tightened and not lifted." 


He said sanctions should be 
imposed on Croatia if it do^ 
not stop its "interference" in 
Bosnia and if it does not grant 
a future Bosnian Muslim'' Re- 
public access to the Adriatic at 
the seaside resort to Neum. 

Meanwhile five people were 
killed and five others wound^ 
when a shell landed in central 
Sarajevo Sunday, witnesses 
said. 

Ihe shell landed in front of 
Sarajevo University's School of 
Political Science’ about l.S 
kilometres from the city cen- 
tre. said a Reuters television 
crew which went to the site. 


Taiwanese opposition leader resigns 


TAIPEI (R) — The leader of 
Taiwan’s main opposition par- 
ty resigned Sunday to take 
T^pqnsibility for his party's 
stinging defeat in local govern- 
ment Sections. 

Hsu Hsin-Liang was re- 
placed by veteran dissident 
Shih Ming-Teh as chairman of 
Che Democratic Progressive 


Party (DPP), which won six of 
the ^ OMinty magistrate and 


mayoral posts at stake in Satur- 
day's polls. It had previously 


held seven posts. 

It was the first time since the 
DPP was founded in 1986 that 
the party, which wants Taiwan 
to abandon its official goal of 
eventual reunification with 
China, had seen its representa- 
tion shrink in an election. 

Previously, democratic re- 
forms which began with the 
lifting of marTiaf law in 1987 
had allowed the DPP to make 
major gains in every election it 
fought. 


Mr. Hsu attributed the 
DPP's failure to' win its target 
of 11 posts Saturday to vote- 
buying by candidates of the 
ruung Nationalist Party, which 


won 15 pos&. et^al to the 


number it held before the 
polls. 

He vowed the DPP would 
continue pushing for further 
democratic reforms such as the 
introduction of elections for 
Taiwan's president by direct 
popular vote. 


■Major 
(defends 
contacts 
with IRA 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime KGnister John Major, 
confrontiiu calls to resign. 
Sunday de&ided secret peace 
contacts between his govern- 
ment and Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) guerrillas who 
once triM to kill him. 

"It would have been irres- 
ponsible for the prime minister 
to ignore the IRA coming to 
and saying they wanted to end 
the war, anno end foe vio- 
lence," a qmkesman for Major 
told Reuters. 

But foe revelation Sunday 
that the government has had a 
conduit to foe IRA for months 
if not years foreatens to m^e 
or.breu the effort Mr. Major 
k 4>noineerine to end the 25- 


is engmeeiing to end the 
ytear-old conflict over 

British rule in Northem Ire- 
land. 

Hardline Protestant leaders 
in Northem Ireland called on 
Mr. Major and Northern Ire- 
land Secretaiy Sir Patrick 
Mayhew to resign, saying timy 
had repeatedly mislM parlia- 
ment with their insstence they 
•would never negotiate with 
“terrorists.” 

PatridL has been found 
out to have been lyii^ public^ 
and openly to foe people of 
Norfoem Ireland,” said Peter 
Robinson, deputy leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Pmty. , 

“Tire's only one thing Sir 
Patrick can do and that is to 
reagn," he said. Mr. Major 
bad also misled paiiiament, 
Mr. Robinson said. “He is 
therefore in exactly foe same 
poation...” 

Exposure of contacts be- 
tween foe government and foe 
IRA's political wing Sinn Fdn 
confirm what many had long 
suspected, that London bad to 
have a Ihm into the IRA, de- 
^‘te its guerrilla war to unite 
foe Norm with the Irish Re- 
public. 

It reinforces the worst fears 
of foe hardline "umonist" 
leaders, committed to foe 300- 
year-old union with Britain, 
that London is re^ to sell 
them out in a deal wifo Repub- 
licans. 

Mr. Major has been ei^aged 
in talks-mfo all parties m the 
North and with Irish Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds to 
try to seize what he sees as the 
diance for peace in years. 

The seardi has been even 
added urgency by foe deafos in 
October of 27 people, killed by 
IRA bombers or Protestant 
death squads retaliating 
against Catholics for IRA 
attacks. 

British government officials, 
however, insisted Stingy foot 
the contacts wifo ^ IRA 
gnenillas were made at arms 
^glh and never at an official 
level. 

They also sought to draw a 
distinction between contacts 
and negotiations, insisring qq- 
tbing had b^n offered by Bri- 
tain. 

Mr. Major, they said, did 
not believe he had misled par- 
liament. They pointed to his 
Nov. 18 statement that: “If 
foey send such a message we 
are ready to listen to them, 
indeed it would be irresponsi- 
ble not to.” 

What Mr. Major did not tell 
pariiament at that rtnM» was 
that foe mproadi had alie^y 
been made by foe IRA in 
February. 

In responding to the IRA 
Mr. Major is dealing with a 
group which in 1991 launched a< 
mortar attack on his Downins 
St. Office. In 1984 an IRA 
bomb devastated a Brighton 
Hotel hosting Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and most of 
her cabinet. 

By Britain's account the 
IRA ^rproached the govern- 
ment fii^ saying it wanted to 
end its campaign against Bri- 
tam. 


Russia might clear up military anxieties at NATO 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Russia 
mi^t clear up doubts about its 
post-cold war military doctrine 
to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Or^misation (NATO) at a 
ministerial meeting hm Fri- 
day, a NATO source said at 
foe weekend. 

Spe^mg on condition of 
anonymity, he said Moscow 
could take advantage of a 
meeti^ between NATO fore- 
ign ministers and counterparts 
from countries of foe former 
Soviet Union to satisfy West- 
ern curiosity about foe new 
doctrine. 

The two sides will meet in 


the sooUed North Adantic 
Coqperatioa Council (NACQ. 

Irc following week, bn Dec. 
8 and 9, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin is eiqsected in the 
Belsu capital to sign a part- 
oer^p agreement wifo foie 
EuroMan Community and 
meet NATO Seaetaiy-Gener- 
al Manfred Woemer. 

Officials here are hoping 
that his visit will also serve to 
explain 


ambiguities in Russia's militaiy 
doctrine and its scepticism ab- 
out strengthening links be- 
tween NATO and countries of 
foe fonner Soviet Bloc. 

NATO officials have said 
that, based on press reports, 
the post-cold war Russian 
uulitary stance contains "a lot 
of positive elements." is not 
aggressive and does not consid- 
er foe U.S.-dominated NATO 
alliance as an enemy. 

But they add that NATO 
wants clanfications, notably 
about Russia's policy toward 
Uk^e, Russian participation 
in internationa] peacekeeping 
operations, and foe possible 
use of Ruraan troops in the 
former Soviet republics. 

there is also a question 
mark over Russia's abandon- 
ment of foe old doctrine that 
Moscow would never resort to 
first use of nuclear weapons. 

Russia has taken to making 
contradictory statements re- 
cently about its relations with 
NATO. Last August, 


:n light to Poland's revest 


3r membership of NAI^. 
Subsequently be withdrew 
this approval, saying that Rus- 
sia would feel isolated if Po- 
land and other Eastern Euro- 
Man countrin such as the 
t^ech Republic and Hungary 
joined the Trans-Atlantic 
alliance. 

A Yeltsin spokesman 
Friday that Moscow viewed 
any eastward expansion of 
NATO as worrying, even if 
this included Russia itself. 

Russian intelligence chief 
Yevgeny Primakov made cri- 
tical comments at a press con- 
ference on Moscow 'Thursday 
about a U.S. initiative for a 


tiers," he said. 

One NATO official re- 
qx>nded: “NATO i$ not an 
jressive alliance. The 
iance is incapable of using its 
weapons in an aggressive way. 
You won’t get consensus from 
its_ 16 member states for some- 
tbira aggressive." 

ne aoi^ that, in develop- 
ing foe “partnership for peace” 
imtiativc, “NATO is going to 
gr^t lengths to accommi 
Icjotimate Russian w-imi 


partners^ for peace” be- 
tween NATO and its Eastern 


Mr. 


uncertainties and • Yeltsin appear^ to give a 


European neighbours includ- 
ing Russia. 

He said NATO had always 
had the goal of "m ain tai n ing 
foe strategic balance of force^ 
in Europe. “If this function is 
mamtained, we cannot remain 
mdifferent when we see 
NATO approaching our fron- 


tegmoiate Russian security in- 
terests, to not isolate Russb 
and ^to establish a strategic 
relationship with Russia," 

The offidal maintain^ that 
NATO s bid to boost relations 
with Eastern Europe was 
aimed at increasing security in 
the region and was tberefim in 
Russia's interest. He attributed 
hfr. Primakov's remarks to 
“internal reasons.” 

The “partnership for peace” 
initiative will be discu^ at 
Friday's meetine. It would in- 
volve joint nnutaiy exercises 
such as peace-keeping in com- 
bined joint task rorees. 



Brother of Gandhi 

assassin 

unrepentant 



NEW DELHI (AFP) — Oo|^ 
Vinayak Godse, « frml, soft, 

spokensepluiiwnarian. is feeng ' 

arrest for defeming the man ta 


arrest — 
helped murder « yeaii _ago. 
The victim was Mmtmma Gan- 
dhi. Mr. Godse. *'ho possew 
perhaps India's most netonous 
surname, makes Kght of hp 
possible arrest, pufong it. oa 
the same rrtnne tn«? slander and 
murder of one of modem Ins- 
loiy's most revered figaies. 
The Hindu fanatic who fired 
the shots that killed Gamfoi at 
Biria House here on Jan. .30, 
1.948 — five-aad-ti4Mlf nimtks 
after India's freedom and 
partition — was Nathuran 
Gudse. his older brother. 
Nathuram Godse and his 
a.ssociaie Narayan Ante were 
executed on Nov; IS,' 1949. 


Godse spent 17 yw in nrison . 
after bmng convicted of cos- ■ 
. ‘*1iiey cannot chi 


spiraev. ■'iney 
proserate and punish me 
the same offence twice.” foe 
74-yearK>ld said during a yhit 
here Friday. denounced hoi 

physiediv. so many yiw ago •. 
and went to pri^- This time I 
denounced him verbally. 
“Thev will have to take me to : 
courf'and I am sure to 'get bail. . 
It may be that I will have toga ; 
to court a few times after . 
tbat."hesaidinaaintervicwat . 
the offices of foe Hindu Miba- 
sabha, an extreme right-wing • 
group. Tliis month, God&c 
addressed puMk* meetings to the 
western cities of Pune, Thane 
and ^mbay where he de- 
nounced Gandhi as a traitor . . 
for endorsing the creation of . 
Muslim Pakistan and ' lauded 
his assassin brother as a pat- - 
riot. Bombay polk", 'ibuni^ 
chai • ~ • 

wor 

Gandhi, 

for India's freedom from 
Britifo and is idolised by Indi- 
ans *a.<i the “Father of foe na- 
tion.” He is now writing a 
book on behalf of his brewer 
titled Whv I Asaassinated 
Mahatma Gandhi. 


)t. tsomoay poin^ tounoty 
arced Godse with “utienag - 
>rd5 of tfisrespect” agaiut • 
andhi, who led the strog^ 





Escaped British 
convict givesup 

RENNES. France (AFP) 

British prisoner who fled 
country in a rented fight 
was to be handed over to Brh- 
tsh authorities 
giWng himself up to 
police. Graham 
crafo-landed the plane 
day in fog at Sumt-Mare6tdf^ 
Sur-Mer on the cbanBci.co«^ 
and spent the night at a hotel in 
nearby Cherbourg. Sneaking 
no French and wifooui any 
monev, he hitch-hiked to An- 
bervifiiers, on the emtskirts rtf 
Paris, the next day and gave 
himself up at a police statika . 
there, police said. Jones rented 
the plane near BasinKtoke, , 
soufoem England, winle <n 
release from "a prison in Sur- 
rey. He was jailed for fboc 
years a year ago for possesrii^ 
a dangerous weapon with in- . 
tent to endanger life. 




Australia ready 
to punish overseas 
sex offenders 


CANBERRA (AFP) — The 
Australian government has- - 
prepared legislation whidt 
would allow for prosecution cf.^ 
its citizens who sexually exphut ' 
diildren while overseas,, a ' 
spokeswoman for Justice* 
Minister Duncan Kerr said \ 
Sunday. The bill, oriein;^ 
scheduled for intToducran to ; 
pariiament in February, had , 
already been drafted and 
would go to the lower house - 
shortly oefore Christmas. The 
spokeswoman fniid it would he 
wrong to suggest the legislation 
was being rushed throu^ pa^ 
liament so it would he in force | 
for the holiday season. Ibe . 
proposed legislation follows in- 
creating concern about child-. , 
exploitation in Atian coun- 
tries. 


Judge shows pity 
once, but not again 

SPRINGFIELD, Mas-i 
sachuseits (AFP) — Anthony 
Garafrrio convinced a jnd^-S * 
him a suspended senteaoe ~ 
after he was shot and played . 
during a theft, bat got tiie bonk r 
thrown at him after he robM - 
a bank in bis wheeicbair. Jo^ - 
John Moriarty of Hampden - 
Superior Court gave Mr, Gara^ 
a su»ended sentence 
m 1990 when he pleaded gi^ty - 
to a four-day roblwry spree foi! 
Jvo banks and a liquor store.* 
judge took pity on. Mr. , 
®***felo because the owner titl 


Ew Iwuor aore shot him 
w him paralysed. But 
Tuesday, Garafolo was b 


before judge Moriarty, in 

w^khair. This thne, he 

to prison save slS» 
to 25 year term because ha s. 
vtoiaM his IS-year parote’hy^' 

robbins foe Sprferl -~ 
neidbninchQfNorthcast-Sa9^i " 
on Sept. 28, -An 
helped him 

wheelchair into* a car «• 

<frove him away after the mM 

St ^ anSto 

we following day when 
police i^cer saw in a«a^ 
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Legacy World keeps Japan Cup at home 

TOKYO. tR) — American f" • — . 


TOKYO (W — AmericaD 
Jodcey Kent Desonneaux^ rid- 
ing 4^1 favourite Kotariiaaa, 
wttfinedSimdByafteraustak- 
loj^lbe wbmmg post as locally^ 
traned UgKy World tte 

Japu Cub at home n g^n- 
lUdden oy tfiroriii Kawadd, 
1^. LQg^WDrid.aDlMcba]ice, 
r- pfodnoed a fine burst of imeed 
m dw final ^tO metres to oeat 
^ Bfcedos* Gup -Idrf winner 
Kotashaan by leng&. 

Hurd jAaoei riso went to 
Japan in the form of w sanhw 
TSeket» the monnt of Manto 
Shitate, while fourth-placed 
Platnn, 'trained in Geimany, 
performed best of dte Eux^ 
pean xaiders in the 16>stroag 


After the glory Santa Ani- 
ta three weeks ago when De- 
sorm caox partnered ex-French 
trained to a $2 mil- 

lUm success in the IWf Race, it 
waS' sackcloth and ashes 
Sundi^. 

^ About 100 metres from the 
liiie and daoled by the BAttmo 
sun^ the jockey briefly stoM 
up u Che saddle a ft e r gtairftng a 
siffl pcM for die finmh line. 

RralisinjE the he 

went qui^y back into -action 
but it was too late and he failed 
to catch die wianer. 

Visddy shaken, Dttormeanx 
later told reportien he might 
have won bid for die error. 

coidd have won ... but 1 
dm*t know ... 1 don’t know ... 
I am rust in a panic,** he said.- 
’^Ffeei very ashamed. I made a 
big mistake ... I feel 1 cannot 
wologise enough to 
Kotashaan*s fus.** 

But, ^wachira board l^a- 
^ Worid, felt he mdd 
won anyvray. 

**I was a fhS leimth ahead o 
Kotadiaan vidimi he made a 
mistake,** he told a news con- 
ference. “So I daa*t feel I owe 
my triuixqih to his ndkake.** 
Desormeauz was fined 
50,000 yen ($450) f:v die enor 
which nelpM keep a Jmian 
Cup jimc which htt ensuiM 
forei^ top favourite 1ias~6ver 
won the race. 

l^iro Pafanei, one oi seven 
Japanese entries, made the 
rtmsing and the order stayed 

almost nndiangfid imtil 0iey 





L^n^ Worid jfiU Japanese Jocix^ Hiroshi Kawadii crosses 
hocse race in Trim Snndi^ (AFP pbot^ 
apmoached the fin^ bend. day but this time fini«hgd a 
Lee^ World, who had di^iprinting ninth, 
raced in second place stm^ 'ne victory was worth 156 
the front , 1 and held on. million vm di-56 million) to 
Kotashaan finished a head LegaCT Worlds Jmianese own- 
dear of Winoiiig Ticket with ers, tte Horse Tajima Ow- 
31-1 outsider mthu a neck pam. 
away in fourdi. ulobe-trotting French filly 

It was the second Japane^ Urban Sea, vnmier of last 

victory in the November dasric. month’s De La’are De 

in successive' years. Ti^ldie at Long diamp , was a 

hi 1992 when World duappointinen^ starting at 14- 
ran fourth, Tokm Tei-Oh won 1 and finishing ei^tb on 

tw a neck from Anstralia*s ground dial was prorabify too 

Naturalism. The big andpo- 
dean hc^ was back again Son- 


The only British runner, 11- 


Tfae 01 ^ British nmner, 11- 
2 chance l^te Muzrie, ridden 
by John Reid, tn^ed home in 
13th place, deqiite the firm 
ground which he enjoys. 

Japao*s top international 
event, the 2.4 km race 
attracted a record crowd of 
180,(XX) ~ and record betdiu 
of 35.5 biOimi yen ($321 
iios). 


Taylor driven to brink of 
despair by England job . 


|Eintracht, Bayern beaten 
in German first division 


LONDON (R) —Graham 
Taylor admitted Sunday he 
was driven to the edge ofde- 
smr before be finally quit as 
England’s soccer manager last 
we&. 

Hve days after his resigaar 
timi, Taylwrei^aled die press- 
ures of die job were so great, 
be had told bis wife Rita: 
“Vfithout you ai^ die frunily 
l*d have been a suidde job by 
now.**' 

He also said his wife had 
been at as pidihc fnistra- 
tiott mounted over England’s 
pOCMT Worid Ciqi qnaliQang re- 
sults. 

“When I trid niy wife the 
Football Association had 
accqited iny rerigoation, die 
IooIm at me and said: *T see it 
as six months lemision fitutt a 
foux^year jail smitenoe.** 

Speaking to the News o£ the 
Wond, 'Dntoc sud: ’Tve been 
emodrmally drained and felt 

S .... Pve been bet- 
people in my protest 
even by some of my 


friends. 

“H I’d known what I dq 
today, I wouldn't have taken 
the job .... 1 wouldn't have put 
^setf and my frmnly throng 

Taylor said tbe worst mo- 
ment came recenl^b wlMai a 
Leeds United “yob” Junqied 
on his car and spat on the 
windscreen in front of his wife.. 

“Rita didn’t ^ a wonL ^ 
didn’t have to. The look on her 
fece sa^ it all,” said Ta^or. 

“It was a once in a lifetime 
diance. It was my ambition, by 
goal, sometfaing I desperately 
wanted to adiieve in fife, and 
now suddenly it’s gone. 

“Fm deeply hmt to the 
depths of my soul. Onr feQnre 
to qualify and ^ personal 
angnish my family has suffered 
has left me emotionally 
drained. 

“1 went from being a re- 
flected and ejmoienoed man- 
at Aston vUla to an Eng- 
land manager witbont an 
ounce of crwiiWlity. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH »RSCH 

I 1H3 IMWW Ui4>l StrMW inSi 


KNAVISH TRICKS 


Both vulneraUe. West deals. 
NORTH 
«K73 
K ZO 9 2 
A K 4 
9QJ8 


WfeST - BAST 
4A J96a »d4 
■'7 4 763 

J 6 3 V Q 10 9 5 2 

4AK4 4^7652 
SOUTH 
- * q 10 2 

• A Q J 8 9 
' 7 6 
9 10 9 3 
Tfae.hiddiiig; 

.Waat' .North East South 
19 1 NT Pom 3 '7 

4 7 Pa« Pass 

ftae 

Opening had: King of 9 
' Hen's another hand frum Bin 
Root^ nasterpiere, M»r en ° 
AnR^/fao^This work would be a 
cawSdate oa an^ioiiy's list or the 
beet bri^ bodn on play* 
fiinn tbe ipade holding. South 
have, bm wisei* to nise lu 
three' no tmeUf racber than intro- 
duos te him suit. Nine Iricksal no 
tniwp mmM haiv been easy after 
say hfedi even a diamond. Four 


hearts was rather more of a 
challenge. 

West cash^ the king ami kb of 
dubs, then conth»i^ with athird 
round of the suit Obviously, the 
ptoWem was to a\*oid two spade los- 
ers. With nothing to guide dedarw. 
the best would have been to 

finesse the ten of ^ades. However, 
West's opening bid meant the ja^ 
ofqMdeswaafarmore HkelytobeiD 
ikiit defender’s hand. South found a 
neat line of play to cater to that 
poesibility. 

Declarer drew trunks in two 
rounds, cashed the ace ai^ king of 
itiamfmAK, then tuffed a diamond m 
•the dosed hand. With the minor 
suits eliminated from both declar- 
er’s band and dummy. South now 
M the queen of spades! 

West could not aflbrd to duck, 
declarer would simply lead 
another spade and the king would be 
the ftilfiliittg trick. However, win- 
ning the ace proved to be no bettm. 
Since a minor-suit return would give 
devlfirer a niff and sfufT, West was 
forced to continue with a ^mde. De- 
clarer followed low from dummy 

and, when East, as expected, m not 

have the jack, declarer's ten became 
a winner. 


BONN (R) — Leaders Einr 
tradit Fraiucfiixt and powerChl 
Bayern Munich sliunped to 
painful defeats in the German 
soccer first diriskm. 

Eintracfat were beaten 3-0 at 
home by Borussia Moeoefaeng- 
ladbach and saw their lead at 
the top of the table shrink: to 
just one poim following victor^ 
les by Kaiserslautern and 
Bayer Leverkusen. 

Bayern Munich succumbed 
3-1 at Freiburg, with Uwe 
Wassmer notchu^ a h^-trick 
for the newly promoted club. 

In Frankfort, Swedish inter- 
national Martin Dahlin scored 
in ^ 15th and 39th minutes 
and Martin Max added a fiiird 
on the hour to Moenchenglad- 
bach an unexpected victoiy. 

It was the thud scoreless 
matrii in a row for Fiankfurt 
but (hey clung to the Bundesti- 
pi lera on 24 points, with 
Kaiserslantein and Levericusen 
one point behind. ~'' - 

Bayem, who would have 
overhaoled Frankfort on gpal 
differeDce if they had won, 
were rocked by goals from 
Wassmer in the fifth, 63rd and 
8M minotes. 

Bruno Labbadia scored four 
mmirfftc from time bat was too 
Bttle tou late for the Bavrians, 
who are fourth. 

Eaiserslautem scored a 3-0 
home win over Cologne Fri- 
dw, while Leverkusen beat 
feuow title challengers Duis- 
bntg 2-1 Saturd^. 

Lenrerknsen’s wm over Dnis- 
boig was their 1^ c o nsec u tive 


h(Mne matdi without defeat. 

Utf Kirsten qoened foe soor-' 
infi in the 44m minute and 
dmistian Woerns made it 2-0 
in tbe S7th. Fanz-Josef Strinin- 
ger p^ed one back for Dukt 
01 ^ in tbe 78th minute. 

Irankfurt coach Klaus 
Topinu^Uer said he was sore- 
ly nrissing injured Ghanaian, 
striker Anthony Yeboah. 

“We had so many amibitioDS 
today but we (fid not come out 
figbtmg and Moenchenglad- 
badi were arie to riip throngh 
with counter-attacks,” Tcqip- 
moeOer said. “They deserved 
to win.” 

Munich coach Eridi Rib- 
b^k also complained about 
lack of concentration in the 
Bavarian debacle. 

“It was unnecessary to give 
away two pennts,” Ribb^ 
said. “Freiburg made g(X>d use 
of their oounter-attadb.” 

Russian international Sergei 
Kiriakov scored a first-half hat- 
trick to secure a remarkable 
3-3 draw for Karlsruhe against 
Borussia Dortmund who had 
led 3-0 inside 19 miontes. 

Gerhard Posdier gave visi- 
tors Dortmund a great start 
with a gi^ in the third minute 
and Swiss striker Stephana 
Ctupnisat added two more in 
the 15th and 19th minutes. 

Kiriakov struck back in the 
26tb, 43rd and 4Sth minates to 
level the scores but after tbe 
six-eoal excitement of the first 
half there were no more goals 
after tbe interval. 


Modem furnished apartments 
‘ ft- Studio ft one bedroom 
ft two bedrooms ft three bedrooms 
! c.h. & telephones. 

■ Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

■ Shmeisani, near Birds' Garden. 

TbI. 667862, 642351 




Schneider cruises to 45th 
World Cup skiing victory 


the finiA line of the Japan Cnp 

2 dianoe White Muzzle ridden 
by John Reid, trafled Imme in 
13th ]dace, foe firm 

ground that was probably too 


SANTA CAIERINA VAU 
njRVA, It^ (R) — Veteran 
Vreni Schneider produced two 
faultless slalom nms Sunday to 
record the 45fo World Chp win 
(tf her great career. 

ft was a bdated brithday 
pieseiit for Schneider who was 
29 I^(fey. .... . 

The Swiss was fastest on 
both lea on the Cevedale Piste 
to clodc an overall time of 
1:38.93, for a coofoirtaUe win- 
niiig mai;^ of .0.91 seconds 
over Austrian Anita Waefater. 

Hie petfoimanoe win never- 
thefesshave deligbted Waijiter 
who has openedher defence (rf 
tim overaO World Cup crown 
wifo two wins and two second 
riaces . . 

Slovenian Uiska Hrovat, 
aged only 19, took third place, 
0.10 seconds behind Wadxter 
to fin^ on foe podium to (he 
first tune. 

“Fm delighted to start the 
slalom season foe way I 
signed off last year — wifo a 
said Schneider. 

*T bad my ISist ever tap 
ikxxm here m Santa Cateiina 
in 19w and this success bxii^ 
that memory back,” she 
add^. ^ 

Thie Swiss, ifoo wears a 
leather support to iHotect a 
herniated disc in her bade, is 
the most successful wmnan 
slder on foe World dreuit. 

Ifer 45 wins — 24 in slalom, 
20 in giant slalom and <Mie in a 
oombmation - leave bm* second 
in the Worid Cq> Hall (tf faro. 

Austrain great Annemaiie 
Moser-Pioeli, who docked m 
62 victories between 1970-80, 
is foe only woman ahead of 
her. 

The Swiss suggested she- 
would have a slto at the ov^. 
ail Worid Cup tide she won in 


1^ betoe Austrians Petra 
Knmbeiger and Wacbter took 
over foe show, 

*T plan to ski foe eaaer 
downwbills and snper-(js, 
eqiedany (hose valid to die 
ccanbinra,” she said. 

Scimei(liBr believes . that a 
new ^stmn udiereby foe com- 
bined is evalnafed by siiqply 
adfong thnes frexn two events 
togetor radier than on a c<mi- 

g icated points, baas could 
vour foe slalom meeialists. 
But it looks as if Wachter 
will take some stopphm after 
die muveDoiis start w has 

jnyti- fw thft geaann. 

The nim ble Austrian gar- 
nered 260 points from the two 
^ant slatoms and a dalom here 
over foe past three days to 
add to the 100 to her giant 
^lom vktary on a dader at 
Sodden at the end (HUctd>». 

“Fm confident in die 
slalom riian the giant so maybe 
I held back a little on the first 
run,” said Wachter. But her 
second to was good enough to 
lift her above the promising 
Hrovat into second place. 

“Things realfy couldn’t have 
gew better this weekend,” 
said Wachter who has come 
into her own ance tiipte World 
Cup winner Eftonbeiger quit 
the sport last flirfenn^ 
Water’s 360 points her 
85 ahead of Schneider (pS) in 
foe ovmall staiMfinra mth fel- 
low Austrian UInke Maier 
third (m 218. 

Less happy was local 
favonrto PAorah Q wnpagwv 
ni ifoo faiinri to fiwiah On die 
pofoummany offoeracesin 
foe vOlage vriiere she ^ew up. 

The (Synqiic super-G dia^ 
pion, fodfo in Sattirday*s giant 
dalom, failed to score any 
points Sunday after mijarilng a 
@te early on her seocmd zim. 


Mado* beats Toofos 
in A^nne iftfing 

-PARK CITY, btah, (R) — 
Guenfoer Mada, die forgot- 
ten man of foe Austrian sti 
team, beat Alberto Tomba of 
Italy by a razor-thin two-hun- 
dredths of a seixMid Saturday 
for hb first Worid giant 
slalom vhoiy in four years. 

Tbe 29-year-old veteran 
from frmsoru^ had a total 
time of 2KX),61 for the two 
runs. Tomba docked 2:00,63 
and Kjetfl Andre Aamodt of 
Norway was thiid in 2:00.73 to 
complete erne of tbe closest 
Worid Cm results evm. 

Frank Piccard of France, 
who won the season-opening 
giant slalom a month am at 
Solden, Austria, finished 
fourfo in 2:00.85. 

RemaikabW, to four had 
foe same order of fin«h after 
to first run, on which Mader 
led Tomba • by three-hnn- 
(faeddis. 

Mader has been oversha- 
dowed on the Austrian team 
amid national exdtement over 
a new wave of younger racers. 

ISs giant slalom perfonn- 
ance last season was so shaky 
diat be had fallen out of to 
first seed, starting 17fo here, 
althongh low starting poations 
were no large hantKcgp in a 
race rim on bard snow tot 
held up wen. 

With his victiny over die 
racers who have been the 
world’s best at this event in 
recent years — Tmnba is to 
rdguizm Ofympk champion in 
oant sfuom and Aamodt won 


ChampfWHihip laat 

fader wQI be forgot- 


ten no longer. 

MadCT wmi wifo a strong 
push on the flatter lower 
course, acederating poweifuny 
duoudi the more open gates. 


“I bad good fBPvetooiBlt mul 
gained more gpedd than Che 
ofiiers,” said MSm, 
fessed to take tio ^ledal pto- 
sure in beating Tomba. 

“It’s a nice lIseKng to ^ 
again. It doesc’t rnatter ^k> I 
beat.” 

Tomba was ^ifppqinted but 
circumspect about ^ narrow 
defeat . 

“ft was a tiftpd result to 
me,” said Tomtia, who pointed 
to foe greater Unportance of 
the races that remain. 

Chid among these are the 
winter games in Febzuaiy at 
Lillehammer where tbe flam- 
boyant Italto ho^ to win a 
gold medal for a third success^ 
nil Olympics, an unpre- 
cedented feat. 

“I think about the Olympics, 
but there ue many races be- 
fore then. 1 don’t luce to make 
prediedons,” Tomba said. 

Aamodt, who was to itom- 
nant racer in the worid rriiea 
last season ended, now has 
finished third in two consecur 
tive races. 

*T am not disappointed b^ 
cause I am very clore to win? 
rung,” Aamodt said. 

“I was tix) passive tbe first 
run and on foe second, 1 had a 
ooafde of ron A turns on to 
steep part. Ofoerwise I tided 
very wefl." 

One of Aamodt’s goals is to 
improve his results m daloiq, 
the event scheduled for Sunday 
<» to same course. 

“ft’s still eariy. There arp, 
many races yet to go,” be said. 

Four racers be^ ou^ 
side foe first seed scored to 10 
finishes Acfahn Vogt 

of Liechtenstein, uto finwihgri 
dghth from the 52nd start posh 
doD, and QnistiaD hfeyer of 
Austria, who finitiied lOth af- 
ter be ginning in 43rd. 


Cantona continues to delight Man. United 


LONDON (R) — Eric Canto- 
na, to engutiatic Frenchman 
Mio cootiooes to eoforal, 
found and amaw». En gKah SOO- 
cer, mafoed his first year at 
Old Trafford in style 

vriien be scored to wimung 
goal at-Coventty. . 

Tbe sttikm’ who manager 
Alex Ferguson credits with 
ttuming Manchester United 
into a pJiampiiwahin ^ whining 
tide, sent them tofom- ahead 
of foe cfaasmg pack at to top 


praise Cantona after hts bUui 
minute goal, a year to to day 
since be joined the club, 
earned United a 1-0 win at 
Coventry and extended their 
lead to 14 points. 

“That’s 10 goals he has 
scored for us bow this season 
and that’s tremendous,” 
Ferguson. 

“Defenders tend to take 
tiieir eye off Iran becanse he 
drops back into midfield so 
mnai, where he is to fnlcrom 
for us and our parting game, 
and then suddeaiy he’s oack in 
attack.” 

When Cantona left tiimi- 
champions Leeds llnited a 
year Manchester United 
were eighfo in tbe Premier 
League, nine points behind 
Noiwicfa and wittKto a win in 
seven games. 

Altirangh his move raised 
numeroDS eyebrows in 
soccer codes as Fergusem took 


on to man regarded as senne- 
foing of a hot potato in a career 
hi ghli ghted by his regnlar 
switohmg of di^ Ca^na 
gfiyc Umted a ffadr they were 

miggng 

They went on to (daim foe 
chamjMonKhip for .the first tun^ 
in 26 years and are now fold' 
fevoontes to defend it swxess- 
fu^. 

Fergoson never stops en- 
diosing over Cantmia, deqiite 
his mercnrial temperam®°^ 
sriiich leads to the ocxasioiral 
outbursts as seen a few weeks 
ago in a European Cq> tie in 


Cairtona was given a four- 
match European ban by 
UEFA for his di^lay of petu- 
lance towards foe referee at 
the end of to tie against Gala- 
tasaray after tb^ knodeed Un- 
ited oiU of to cop. 


But FngesiiaiK “A year’s 
a long time in football and 
what a transformation Eric has 
made. 

“He has given os a new 
dimension and was in- 
stTumental in us wimung the 
cfaampionshqi. WtbEriem the 
tide I always dunk we are 
goto to win. 

“He is [Hayiiig marvelloosly 
well again tl& season and has 
(tooqtietely confounded foe cri- 
tics who said be was trouble.” 

Phil Neal, Coven^s new 
mana^r, /aimmed him np as 
“onemtelligBDt beast of a toot- 
baller.” 


A striker just begtoteg Keegan, \foo has graded Ins 
iiiake a iiame for tuitetelf in the tide into the top m in their 

English League is A^ Cole, first season back in to top 

but to Freimer League’s lead- fli^, prai^ Wrtot. 
ing ^Biled to fUfil <me of ^t was a special day for 
his biggest witiies ctf a fairytale Andy and I womd love to have- 
season at Newcastle UnitecL seen him score but 1 bad to tdl, 

Retornto to Aiseto, to ' him afterwanb “yon haven’t 
' (kib that m hhn go a few - had your 'fairytale. ** 
seasons bade after just one first “But it will come and Ancly 
team game, Cc4e demerately will have to look at iriiat Wright 

wanted to ontsfaiiie En glan d adiieved for Airenal today, 
tiriker Ian Wri^t. bofo on to ball and off. I was 

With 16 league goals to very, very impressed with. 
Wright’s seven, and seven in Wnskt. 
to previous four games. Cole is a really good footbal- 

was itching to outdioot to. ler and it's just a pity he is 30, 
Arsenal star and show George years old has taken this' 

Graham what be had misscid. long to readi the tc^. Bnt Bcs. 

But it was Wiigbt ^foo took our Peter Beaidtiey ito is 32,’, 
tile honours, sending Arsenal be has foe enthndann to go on' 
on the w^ to a 2-1 vKXory with for years and, in my muuCyou 

the (^WQmg goal ion to IStii stffl mi^ 'see those two in the. 
minute. England team together.” 

Cole, frustrated by to best Norwidi, beaten at Imnie Ira 
defence in the Premier fateaiMiooale in the UEFA 

League, &ally found a way Cm in midweek, lost their.’ 
throng with a superbpass that imbeaten away reciord m a snri-' 

team mate Peter Beardsley mise 2-1 defeat at struggling' 
dipped ovra David Seaman for Ohlham, who registerecTbnly' 
a consedation goal. their second league win in IS 

Newcastle manager Kevm games. 

TO LET — 

NEWLY BUILT 

Luxury unfurnished apartment in very quiet area, Shmeisani 
facing London Centie. Beautiful view, central heating, fourth 
floor, lift, salon with marble floor, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms., 
beautiful German Idtchen, 3 balconies. Expatriates only. 

Phone/Ftuc 64S473 




Spacious, 3 bedrooms, two bathrooms, living and 
dining rooms, deluxe furniture, with telephone. Ground 
floor surrounded by a small garden. 

Location; Shmeisani. opposite the Arab Bank building. 

Can Td. 6690i2, 774457 


JORDBII PROPERTY COHBULT&HT8 
Tels629862/689683 ‘ 



YOURSELF 

Wear your birthstone in a unique design 
in 18k or 21 kt. gold. 

^^AJAN. 


Amra Hotel -Amm^. 


VILLA FOR RENT 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
LOCATED IN SWEFIEH 
CONSISTS OF THREE BEDROOMS 
ONE OF THEM MASTER . DINING 
AND SITTING ROOMS . LARGE 
SALON . MODERN KITCHEN , 
VERANDA . 

CENTRAL HEATING , GARDEN. 
THREE CAR CARAGE . 


TEL : 750713 



Td.: 677420 G 


CONCORD 

Mel Gibwn — in 


Shorn: 12:30. 3J0. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


THE FUGITIVE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, lO-JO 



MADONNA 


BODY OF EVIDENCE 

Shows; 12J0, 3:15. 5. 6:30, S-JO. 10:30 


Id.: 675571 

ItabH Al Mairfifail Thwtn 


A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Oaoud Jalajd, / 


In addition lo. other c om edte na - 
Every 'night at 6:15 - 
arp vtid ail.day 


The political comeoy ' 


OaKy 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English qiiiepdi aval^ 




1 *. 
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WEWB IW BRIEF 

Police patrol gets new headquarters 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Security Department (PSD) 
Sunday opened the' new premises of the jx>lice patrol 
headanarteTS on the outsldits of Sweilehiwest ofi\mman. The 
JD 4o0,000 complex is made up of three buildings with a total 
area of 2,898 square metres. An inauguration ceremony was 
held at the site attended by Major General Abdul R^iirian A1 
Udwan, the PSD director, and senior police officers. Gen. 
Udwan toured the new premises and was briefed on the work 
of each building. The project was executed on a plot of land 
next to the old police patrol hradquaiters. 

PLO negotiator boycotting talks 

TEL AVIV (R) — A senior Palestinian negotiator suspended 
his participation in talks with Israel on oonfidenoe-building 
measures, accusing it Sunday of holding up further releases ot 
P alestinian prisoners. I^el fre(^ hundi^ of low-risk in- 
mates after it rimed an accord mth the Palestine Liberation 
Oraanisation ^LO) in September on limited Palestinian 
seli-mle, but a spate of Arab viiKnpt of Jews kept prison gates 
shuL “I have decided to suspend my partiapatioo in the 
talks... because (I am) ve^ upset and an^ with the Israeli 
pration, with thw way of dealing with me prisoner issue,** 
Ziad Abu Ziad told a news conference in Arab East 
Jemsalem. Mr. Abu Ziyad hea^ the Palestinian subcommit- 
tee discusring with Israel ways to bufld confidence between the 
Jewish state and the PLO and ensure tiie success of the 
landmark peace pact. Prime Mimster '^ntmak Rri>in has 
rejected Priestinian calk for a written Israeli promise to fiee 
thousands of prisoners as a oonditioa for progress in the 
sluggish autonomy talks. 

PLA fighters in Iraq prepare to leave 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Some 1,500 Palestinian fighters based 
in Iraq are preparii^ to join the Falestmian police force being 
set up in the uraeli-oocupied territories, the PLO*s Bagdad 


No peace for the 
Gaza slumdwellers 


set up m me israeu-oocuped temtones, me rl.u s cagnoao 
rqnesentative, Azsam Ai Ahmad, said Sunc^. The filters, 
members of the Palestine Liberation Army (rLA), were due 
to have travelled to Jordan in the past few days, but were 
delay^ becanse of problems wiridi emerged ai the Israeli- 
Pakstinian negotiations in Cairo, Mr. Ahmad said. The ffopp | ^ ‘ 

indnded 25 officers cuixently undergoing four days of training i SCT, IH 

in humanitarian police work in with a Red Cross ^ 

r mres en tative, Midiel Ducranx, the Palestinian official said. -s-s 

Tnece w er e around 3,000 PLA soldiers m Iraq, he added. OdwJv Jj 

Sudan accuses rebels of attacking train 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s government accused file rebel KABUL 
Sudan Peeke’s LiDeration Army (SPLA) Sunday of attacking restored to 

a train taking relief aid to the needy in war-tom southern 
Sudan. Hie government-owned new^p^er AI Sudan AI 30-^y stoppage 
Haditii (Modem Sudan) said the attack tooKplaoe last week in ^ fights aro 

an area to me west of Fanjak and Kongor. The paper quoted roelccmc dams 

hfohammad Ahmad AI GabbOUSh, acri^tan* mmmicaci tM^r of 


By Barry Parker 

Ageaee France Presse 

GAZA err^’. Occupied Gaza 
Strip — When Israel and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) sealed their historic 
autonomy deal Mohammad 
Abu Amra believed that life 
might improve at last for his 
wife and 10 sons. 

But five days before the 
agreement was signed on Sept. 
13, soldiers arrived with a buU- 
dowr and knocked down his 
tin shack along with seven 
others in one of the scores of 
Gaza City slums. 

“We have been here for 
three years. Why are they 
doing this now?” asked the 
unemployed 3S-year-old, cast- 
ing hu hand over a wretched 
coUection of huts put up ille- 
gally on what is known as 
“state land.” 

Mr. Amra straightened 
twisted corrugated iron sheets 
and rebuilt his home. “Then 
• m^ came back on Oct. 6 and 
smashed everyming again.. 

“.Th^ told us we had to get 
a certificate of homelessness, 
which we did. But the bulldoz- 
er came back again on Nov. 6 
and flattened the place.” 

A bnUdozer came to the 
brick home of 45-year-old Jam- 
mer Qais on the Gaza City 
seafront on Nov. 17. 

“The soldiers told mv wife 
they had to destroy our bouse. 

Electricity 
back in 


relief, as 
Bahr al < 


the train was on As way to Waw, the capital of 
state, when it came imder attadt. Ife did not 


say exactly where the attack took place. Mr. Gabboush said 
the attackers robbed more than 150 tonnes of s oii^um , 
Sudan’s stanmel food, 55 tonnes of vegetable oil smd SOOsacks 
of lentils ana odier food items from the train. 


Cabinet in E German state resigns 

MAGDEBURG, Gennany (R) — The premier in the east 
'German state of Saxony-Anbalt, Werner Muenefa, said Sun- 
day be and bis catuiet woe resigning for their role in the 
scandal over payments to west German pohtidans in the east. 
Mr. Mnencfa, of (be German Chaacdlor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (CDIT), fold a news conference after a 
criris meeting Sunday that ^ government, made up of CDU 
and Liberal Free Democrats (TOP), would stay in office until 
new elections can be held. Aror leunificatioa three years ago, 
nuuiy politicians left West Gexmmiy to help rebuild impover- 
ished former commouBt East Geniwy. Tm state audit office 
oom{4aiiKd ttiat some West German politidans uho came to 
Sazray-Anhalt gave diemselves fai^ier salaries than allowed, 
Tobbiitt the state of 900,000 marks ($530,000). Mr. Muench 
told the news conference that oertiier he nor the other 
mhristefs fesigning had received **at any time illegal pay- 
ments.” Bnt he sam tin die public atmosphere had bmme so 
pmsoned by revelations in the libeloos aoensatioos. 

Sex-related AIDS cases rise in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Blood transfusions are no longer the 
main source of AJDS in Iran and most HIV-positive patients 
can^ the virus through sexual interoourse, a senior health 
official said Sunday. Deputy Health Minister Hussein Makle 
AfzaH said 60 per cent of the people uho cai^t AIDS in 1992 
were exposed to die virus tbrou^ sexual intercoiirse. He said 
269 pecmle were known to have caugfat the disease in Iran, of 
u4i(^ G people had died and 85 had developed foQ-blown 
AIDS. However, the number of Iranians infected with the 
virus could be as high as S,(X)0 nationwide, Mr. Afeali said. 
Although the subject of sex is considered taboo in Iran the 
government has stepped up a campaign to prevent die spread 
of the disease. The authorities launched an AIDS awareness 
campaim two years ago and the use of condoms is allcn^, 
althou^ sex before marriage is forbidden. 

Iran says Gulf dispute is iake crisis’ 

NICOSIA — Iran’s foreign minister has called a disiute 
with the UAEover three Gulf islands a *Take crisis” and said a 


Akbar Velayati as saying many attem^ had been made to 
disturb agreements made betwera the UAE and Iran over the 
islands. IRNA said he was speaking to the Lebanese A! Safir 
daily. the situation beon^ critical in die ’‘Persian Gulf, A 
won't faann Iran alone. So faimmg tbe tension will benefit no 
one,” the agency reported Mr. Velmrati as sayii^. Mr. 
Velavati did not sueew who the dura party was. 


one,” the agency reported Mr. Velmrati as 
Velayati did not qieofy who the dura party 


KABUL (AFP) — Electricity 
was restored to parts oflCabul 
Friday and Saturday after a 
30^y stoppage due to faction- 
al fitting around the hyd- 
roelectric dams located to the 
east of the capital. 

Forces loyal to Prime-Minis- 
ter Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
allegedly cut the power to the 
cmmal in protest over tbe use 
of government fighter jets 
against not only their mOit^ 
positions, but also civilian 
areas under their control. 

.”A delegation of three neut- 
ral mioisters visited the prime 
muustcr..at his Charasiab head- 
quarters 'Ilmrsday to ask for 
foe -power to be restored,” 
1010173 Abdul Ghafar, deputy 
dAector of the Kabul electric- 
ity department, said Saturday. 

Hekmat^ agreed, and 
Kabul receiv^ two hours, of 
power Thursday night as a test, 
Mr. Abdul Ghafv said, adding 
foat Fjiday A came on at about 
6:00 p.m. (1330 GMT), but 
only lasted five hours. 

Mr. AbduJ Ghafv said foe 
line • was cut by Kalashnikov 
rifle fire at 10*.^ p.m. (1800 
GMT) Friday by some of Mr. 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-e-Islami 
guerrillas based oear Hud- 
kbell. about eight kilometres 
east of Kabul. 

llie line was repaired early 
Saturday . and foe electridty 
stayed on until foe mid-after- 
noon. 

Mr. Abdul Ghafar said that 
in foe past Hudkhell residents 
had bMn responsible for cut- 
ting and looti^ sections of foe 
overhead electricity cables, 
wl^ they can sell in neigh- 
bouring Pakistan for S2.30 a 
metre. 

He said foat power had been 
restored by foe simple throw- 
ing of a svritefa, and that no 
lines had been damaged in tte 
fighting between Hezb-e-Isla- 
mi and President Burhanuddm 
Rabbani's Defence Ministry 
troops. 

Mr. Abdul Ghafar said foat 
of the three hydroelectric dams 
located near foe town of Saro- 
bi, some 70 kilometres east of 
Kabul, only one, called Na^ 
lu, .was currently supplymg 
Kabul with power. 


She ran to foe neighbours, but 
five minutes later when she 
came back it was gone,” said 
the loiry driver. 

He just cannot understand 
why. with the Dec. 13 deadline 
for foe Stan of the Israeli 
army's puUout from Gaza fast 
approacning. 

Nor can dozens of other 
femilies who have suffered the 
same fate. 

Now Mr. Qais, his wife and 
four children, live under plastic 
sheeting and a U.N. tent, sift- 
ing the rubble for their beiong- 
ings. 

According 10 the Gaza Cen- 
tre for Ri^ts and Law. 20 
shacks, most housing the 
poorest of the poor, were bull- 
dozed in the city on Nov. 17 
alone. 

It is a routine event through- 
out the strip where thousands 
eke out an impoverished exist- 
ence in rusting illegal shanties 
on "state land.” 

It was also on Nov. 17 fo^ 
foe army demolition squad vi- 
sited a sprawling slum in dunes 
beside a new building develop- 
ment outside Gaza Strip. 

"This is just revenge,” said 
Tawze Al Hawajeri. “We have 
nothing and they destroy even 
foal.”' 

“Some soldien opened fire 
inside foe huts anti one said, 
‘ask Hamas to build shelter for 
you’.” 

The crux of the problem is 




A Palestinian resident of the Jahaiiya rtfhgee in a protest 
<*omp pnegwe bsTiinig Uits sct Oil fire Simdaiy, Wednesday 
wtmw* to residence of a mOiteiy leadCT 


the use by the Israeli military 
of “state land” — about 40 per 
cent of the Gaza Strip, said 
Raji Sourani. director of foe 
Gaza ri^ts centre. 

“State land should be used 
for good of tbe community, for 
the~peqple of Gaza who need 
it, not for settlers.” the lawyer 
argued. 

After a court battle led by 
tbe centre, foe army has frozen 
the scheduled demolition of 
2M houses on “state land” at 
(he village of Beit Lahiya. 
Many of foe families have lived 
there since 1948. 

Mr. Sourani recognises that 
manv Palestinians have moved 


onto “state land” to avoid pay- 
ment.. However, he adds: 
“They* are very poor and lead a 
miserable life in foe most basic 
conditions.” 

.The army knocks the shan- 
ties down, but does not force 
the people off foe land and so 
they rebuild, often only to see 
their homes demolished again. 

“There is no point to foe 
whole process.” W. Sour^ 
said. 

The military administratipn 
claims to keep no records of 
foe number of demolitions it 
carries out and the United'Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestinians has no ju^ic- 


•yrfwrf bte IdlliBg by Israeli forces 
(AFP pboto) 

tion outside foe refugee camps. 

“You can’t just oufld My- 
where in Gaza.” the adminis- 
tration’s spokeswoman said. 

“These people have been 
told a lone time ago and they 
are given time to remove their 
things. Anyway; they are not 


proper houses just shacks. 

“Why should we stop doing 
this part of our job when we 


are still investing money in 
schools and roads for the 
Palestiotans?,” she asked. ' 
“.And do you think -that 
when the P^estioians take 
over they will allow people to 
start building anywhere on 
land they don’t own?" 


Somali meeting to open without warlords 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— Two warlords wAh foe p<m- 
er to scuttle foe U.N. mission 
in Somalia will stay away from' 
an Aiternational conference on 
bow to make foe coun^ safe 
again for relief operations. 

Mohammad Farah AAleed, 
the Mogadishu faction chief 
whose fighters had U.N. 
troops . on the ran, said he 
would not attend foe meeting 
opemng in the Ethiopian capit- 
al Adms Ababa on Mtmday. 

Aideed spokesman Abdi 
Abshir Kal^ said in Moga- 
dishu on Sunday (Sener^ 
Aideed would send delegates 
to Ethiopia but they would not 
sit at tables with foe U.N. 
officials. 

Gen. Aideed will not attend 
in person while the U.N. 
peacekeeping force still detains 
dght of hu followers, the 
^kesman said. 

All Mabdi Mohammad, a 
rival of Gen. Aideed, said he 
would not attend but would 
send representatives. 

Mr. Mahfo is furious that 
tbe United Nations calfed off a 
manhunt for Gen. Aideed last 
monfo after more than 70 
peacekeepers and hundreds (rf 
Somalis were killed in an unde- 
clared war. 


Antic^ting such difficul- 
ties, ftfRerftk organising tbe 
three-day conference have bil- 
led A as the last chance for 
peace. 

“The mess^e from the 
U.N. is clear, ’inis is the last 
chance Somalis have to make 
peace and move on with re- 
habilitation of their country,” 
one U.N. offidai told Renters. 

Some 90 delegates from 
Somalia’s 18 regions are ex- 
pected to attend foe fourth 
such U.N. conference. 

*rhe special representative of 
U.N. S^etary-General Bout- 
f ros Ghali to Somalia. AdntiraJ 
Jonathan Howe, left Moga- 
dishu Sunday for Addis Ababa 
to attend foe conference, a 
U.N. spokesman said. 

The meeting will be diaired 
by foe U.N. under secretary- 
general for humanitarian 
affairs, Jan EHiasoo. 

“I am confident about the 
conference but I definAely do 
not onderestimate difficulties 
that lie ahead," be said. 

. Eliassoa said foe confer- 
ence would focus on immedi- 
ate emeigeo^ needs, relief 
and rehabSitatioa. ’These could 
not be achieved wAbont secur- 
guarantees from Somali fee- 
tions, he said. 


“The basic idea about tins 
conference is dialogue, donors 
want assamntes. of secoii^ in 

Sftnrialia, »hi« is foe iw^caagft 

being sent to Somalis," he 

Without some promise of 
peace among faction leaders, 
donor nations could write off 

SftmaKa and ichtft rcSOUTCeS tO 

countries more capable of 
helping themselves, U.N. offi- 
cials and international relief 
workers have said. 


Also boycotting foe session 
is the Republic of Somaliland, 
a breakaw^ area in tbe north, 
where leaders announced their 
secession two years ^o. 

Tte republic’s cabinet said 
m a statement received Sunday 
foat it objects to the United 
Nation’s refusal to recognise 
Somaliland. Although not rec- 
ognised by; any other govern- 
ment, it is foe only major 
region of Somalia with a work- 
ing. if still fragile, government. 


Charles harmed 

Britons In Iraq 

LONDON (AFP) — Tvo Bril- 

isb newspapers on 

the role of Prince Cnarte 
day. with one saymg he had 
harmed British intcrem m iraq 
by attad^ ftwhto 

S ^nm Hussein ana.tite otoer 
that he had hel^ 
recently straiBeQ BntisliAiBj^.. 
man relations. Accord^ to- 
the Sund^ Telegraph. Foittgn^ 
Office offi^ said that Pnnoe 
Charles’s virulent attacks 
against the Iraqi te a der in a 


speedi last month . . . 

the early release of tbm Bn* j 
tons held in Iraq. In that ' 
speech, the Prince of Wales, 
(bribed “The unmiiatiotttblc 
bonois” carried ^ the 
InKn re^me and the ^meene 
lies^ used to justi^' them. He 
has been a- favourite target of 
foe Iraqi mess ever since. An 
offidai Office spokea- 

plan denied any link between 
tiie prince's qwch a^ tbe 
release of die three Bnhsb 
prisoners: Paul Ride, Midiad ' 
wainwright and Simon Dunn, . 
who are serving prison tenns of 
seven, 10 and eight yeas, tie* 
spectively, for “iiieg^ enter- 
ing” Iraq. “What Prince 
Cbaries sam in lus ^leedi is i&' 
no way related to tnose men," 
the spokesman said. ‘Their 
sentence is grotesque and they 
should be released imAedute- 
ly.” The Independent On Sun- 
day said the Prince of Wales 
had “acted as a secret 
termediaty” between Chancefr 
lor Helmut Kohl and BntiA 
Prime Minister John 
“during the wave of astirO^ 
man feelii^ in Britain eadier' 
this year.* Last Mar^ “the' 
prince spent an honr with die . 
chancellor discussiM how to 
eaim the anger that had arisen 
in Britain following the col- 


Iraq sceptical over sanctions end 


(CoDthmed Grom page 1) 

weapons of mass destruction' in 
Iraq. 

The head of the U.N. com- 
mission responsible for scrap- 
ping Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction, Rolf Ekeus. said 
Friday that Bagb^d's accept- 
ance of monitoring demons- 
trated foat tbe system of sanc- 
tions and embargoes imposed 
upon Iraq by foe U.N. bad 
worked. 

Mr. Ekeus also said he be- 
.lieves it will may take six 
months tefore it is determined 
foat a system of monitoring 
and verification is working. 


Only then would Iraq be 
allowed to export oil. Iraq has 
. asked that it be permitteio to 
sell oil immediately. 

’The United States U.N. mis- 
sion, which would have a veto 
over any lifting of sanctions, 
said Iraq must demonstrate 
over a sustained period of time 
it is cooperating with tbe moni- 
toring programme. 

^ m^tains it has fulfilled 
all the oondAions laid down in 
687 for the scnppmg of its 
weapons of mass destruction 
and IS therefore entitled, under 
paragraph 22 of that resojn- 
tion, to have the sanctkws bar- 
rfog oil exports lifted. 


Efforts to free U.S. diplomat face problems 


SANAA (Agteraes) — Efforts 
to free a \J.S, dijHomat Iddoap- 
ped by a tribal ddef in Yemen 
nave ,ruo into difficulties over 
hb Gt^ors’ demands ftir pay- 
ments from the govenunenl 
and a U.S. <nl company, a 
sooFoe dose to negotiations 
said Sunday. 

Haynes Mahoney, director 
of the U.S. Infbnnatiou Ser- 
vice (USIS) in the capi^ 
Sanaa, was oeiDg treated well, 
a tribd source told Reuters. 

Mr. Mahoney was seized by 
five gunmen on 'Thursday 
eveuuig who took him to foe 
Marib desert area about 120 
kilometres east of Sanaa. 

Political sources smd foe 
duef holding h™ was Mubar- 
ak Saleh M Mashan, an ex- 
anny oScer and former leader 
of a pro-li^ politiod group. 

’The tnediatiou effort was en- 
tangled in difficulties over 
Sheikh Mashau's financial 
claims against the governmem 
and foe U.S. ou comoanv 


company 


’'Mahoney could be released 
either late Sunday or Monday 
if the financial problems were 
solved,” foe tri^ source said. 

Sheikh Masban wants Hunt, 
the main operator in Yemen’s 
modest ofl mdnstry, to pay for 
its pipelines and a pumping 
station OD foe tribe's lands, foe 
source said. 

Hunt has a history of prob- 
lems with local people. 

Tbe tribes accuse tbe com- 
pany of failing to pay S120.(XX) 
a year to improve services in 
foe area and nad at one stage 
stopped its operations. 

Sheikh Mashan also de- 
mands foe government de- 
velop tbe area, which lacks 
proper roads, running water 
anci enough schools. 

The government has moved 
t r oop s to foe area as officii 
negotiate to secure Mr. 
Mahoney's release. 

hi May, two American en- 
gineers working for Hunt were 


held hostage for five days by a 
tribe from foe Marib region, 
the Daham, over a diminal 
case. 

Tbe parliamentary speaker 
has joined senior government 
officials in foe bid to secure the 
release of tbe diplomat, 
sources close to the speaker 
told AFP. 

Sheikh Abdullah Al Ahmar, 
the leader of tbe powerful 
Hashed tribe, is taking P&tt in 
foe mediation efforts. 

Sheikh Ahinar, noted for his 
influence and power in a coun- 
try notorious for its tribal 
structure, is merfiating wAh 
Sheikh Mashan m tbe Marib 
distria community of Jihm, 70 
kilometres east of foe ca{Ht^. 

Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh is also trying to 
secure foe release of 
Mahoney, who is in his forties, 
and on Friday sent a delegation 
of tribal leaders to the Marib 
district to n^tiate with tte 


kidnappers. 

“We have nothing new ab- 
out him. We continse to 
OTOperate with local author- 
ities,'*’ a U.S. emba^ source 
said. 

"Tbe situation hasn’t 
chained and secoii^ forctt 
continue to surround the area 
where Mahoney is bdite held,” 
a Yemeni member ra paffia- 
ment from the Marib reeion 
told AFP. 

The interior ministry had 
said that “a definite plan to 
save the dipknnat” had been 
devised in the event that 
mediation efforts failed. 

Mr. Mahoney, who studied 
Arabic in ^rpt in 1991, also 
served in Damascus in foe 
1980s and his wife is an Arme- 
nian from Syria. 

His abduction was the first 
of a Western diplomat in foe 
country since Norfo and South 
Yemen were united in Mav 
1990. ' 


Religious Jews criticise scroti hunt 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Fresh from com(rfaints foat a last-minute 
search for Dead Sea scrolls undermines the pe^ process, 
Israel’s “operation scroU” now faces oppesAion from a 
different quarter: ultra-religious Jews. Several hundred de- 
stoostratoTS stoned cars a^ burned trash in Jerusalem’s 
religious Mea Sfaeaiim neighbourhood on Saturday ni^t to 
protest what it alleges is foe unearthug of Jewish graves — 
and one organiser promised more. 

Peres urges Albania to follow Israel model 

TIRANA (R) — Israeli Fordga Mmister Shimon Peres 
arrived Sunday for the first visit by an Israeli minister to 
Albania and recommended tbe Balkan state should take the 
same route as his country on its way to demooaqr, an 
Albanian spokesman said. "He stressed that foe size of foe 
country, its territory and population are not as in^xirtant as 
foe quali^ of foe managers, of foe people who direa foe state, 
the politics and economics, and he offered to help in this 
aroect," Albanian Foreign Ministry spokesman Ramazan 
Hysa said. 

QIC asks world to preserve Jerusalem 

DUBAI (R) — ’The Sl-member Organisation of foe Islamic 
Conference (OIC) appealed to tbe world Sunday to preserve 
the Arab-Islmnic character of Jerusalem. “’The OlC a^reals to 
the international community to exert pressure on Israel to . . . 
reqpect tite ^ the place it occupies in foe 

Ui-based OIC said in a statement. 


French boys killed to help tramps, experts say 

"'cS'cS'krBoiira braced faSSi Sdldhad‘°ta 

eight and 10 acco^ of ba^r- mous, as is the system of jus- be had tried to set the Sed cMM whJf innir 0 /i nn « had bceo b 


PARIS ^) — One of three 
French txws aged between 
eight and lO acco^ of batter- 
ing a tramp to death said on 
Sunday he was not sure why he 
did it but thought as he struck 
out “Pm being nandity.’’ 
Asked by foe weeldy Journal 
du Dimancfae what he drought 
now, foe thin 10-year-old, 


Christinas. I’m getting a bike 
and a stereo." 

’The boy, named only as T, 
smiled, as did hb mother. 

Chilling details of foe Oct. 
29 murder in a southern Paris 
suburb emerged only this 
weekend although the thxw 
wereplaced uadCT investiga- 
tion tmee weeks ago. 

Magistrates, wary of foe 



schoolboys for foe murder of 
tiny James Bulger, kept foe 
case under wraps. 

Frendi psycluatrists and cri- 
minal experts believe that 
while comparisons can be 


drawn between foe two mur- 
ders, foe differences are enor- 
mous, as is the system of jus- 
tice. 

Tbe diildren are said to have 
bhickeoned tbe tramp with a 
wooden beam and dr^ed his 
body to a shallow weu^where 
pohoe later found his corpse. 

The boys, one aged eight 
and tbe other two 10, have 
been released into tbe custody 
of their parents pen ding judi- 
dal proceedings while two 
other tramps present during 
the attack are a^ under inves- 
tigation. 

AocOTding to accounts 
both T and one of the tramps, 
a ffoup of lx)ys in foe suburb 
orVitiy made frieods in Octo- 
ber wifo two vagrant men, 
^ed 37 and 47, who moved 
into a shed on a vacant lot 
where foe boys often play^. 
The children reeulariv ^uaht 
them food. 

Trouble began when a third 
vagrant, 45-rear-old Pierre 
Boure, described as an ailing 
^ooholic, attempted to move 
into foe shed a^inst foe wishes 


of foe other two. 

On Oct. 29, Boura bragged 
be had tried to set foe Sed 
alight foe previous day, infuri- 
ating one of foe vagrants, who 
started to beat him up in front 
of foe boys. 

The man, identified as Jean- 
Marc, toid Europe-1 radio 
after be punched him, foe chil- 
dren joined in. “I told them to 
stop and they did for five mi- 
nutes. Then they came back 
and dragged him into a bush. I 
don’t know what happened 
next.” 

T said the beaten tramp was 
bleeding when foe three boys 
joined the fray. "Jean-Marc 
told us to hit hiiD, so we did... 
be was still moving and we 
continued. I don’t really know 
whv.” 

Asked by the paper; “Did 
you have the impression you 
were doing somethiag bad?” 
the boy replied wifo a vague 
smile; “Yes. I said to myself 
this is not right. I’m being 
naughty.” ® 

yter dragging foe man's 
body 10 a well, they covered 


him up wifo planks of wood. 
Police, tipped off by a fourth 
child who looked on horrified, 
found foe corpse foe next day. 

Tbe other vagrant was said 
to have looked on and is frying 
cbmges of failing to render 
assistance to a person in 
danger. 

The boys, and the tramp 
known as Jean-Marc, have 
l^n placed undu investiga- 
tion for battering and inflieting 
blows which auntentioiially 
caused death. 

Children’s judjge Anne- 
Marie Vignaud saiothat under 
French law, childra under 13 
faci^ criminal proceedings 
rauld not be placM in deten- 
ion. “They can be released to 
parents, if judges deem foe 
family environment to be 
favourable or, if not, placed in 
a special institution or wifo 
another foster family." 

,Ts confession is expected to 
raise many of the same ques- 
tions haunting Britain anr^ 
Blur's murder. 

of the boys, including 
T, are from broken homes. Ts 


mother told the weekly the 
child had been beaten by her 
former companion. "He al- 
ways saw me being battered. 
Maybe that was why he not 
resend when he was asked to 
hit." 

However, child psychiatrists 
said in media interviews that 
the case could not be com- 
pared to Bulger’s beca^ ^ 
boys acted in the presence of 
adults, and possibly under 
their infioe^. 

"Hiey did not intend to 
kill," said court ^diiatrist 
Yves Roumajon. 'Tney were 
trying to help their friends. It 
was almost a gesture of soU- 
darity.” 

Child jpsychiatrist Paul Mes- 
serschmidt said on television 
foat violent films video 
were Mrtainly to blame. 

T did not tell bis mother 
what he had done when he 
went home. "I watched TV. I 
1^ action movies and fiW 
that scare me. My favourite 
heros are Bruce Lee, Jean- 
Oaude van Damme and 
Rockv.” 


lapse of sterling on bl^ 
Wednesday,” tor wtudi he re- 
ceived “a warm letter of tbaiAs 
and copgratulatioiffi" frtnn Mr: 
Major, foe paper said, qnothig 
one of tbe prince’s "omi- 
fidants.” 

‘Diana wants' 
reconciliation’ - 

LONDON (AP) — A gowf , 
columnist said Saturday that 
Princess Diana wans a reooih • 
dliation but Prince Claries has 
OTomised Camilla Parker 
Bovries he will inarty her one ^ 
day. As foe first anmvetsatyof 
tbe royal separation 
approadied, columnist Nigel 
Dempster said Princes Dim ■ ' 
bad wanted a divorce and re- 
marriage, but bs dumged her - 
mmd. “She wants a recondUa- 
tion, she wants to be wifo ' 
Charles, under the tame roof, 
it is said," Dempster said on 
foe television programme 
Who’s Who, witht^ ittdicatiiig 
his source. “Only then does ' 
she believe that the foture of 
foe monarchy is safe.” Dea^ . 
ter said breafoles^. '.Toe - 
queen and Knee Fn^ are .: ' • 
desperate for Prince - 

and Princess Diana to be re- 
conciled.” for foe sake of foe . - • 
monarchy and the young 
Princes \lraliam and he. - 
added. Denmster said Ooeen ' 
Elizabeth n nas invited Priih' 
cess Diana to the royal estate 
at Sandrin^am in eastern 1^ 
dand for (juistmas — "a fsmi- ' 
ty gafoering with her boys god >. 
the husband who only a y^ 
she was dcaqrerate to get 
nd of and divorce." “^ams 
has long promised Camilla Pa^ ' 
ker Bowles, his loD»time cem- 
fidante... that he will one day 
marry her,” said Dempster, ■ 
who writes a gossip cohunn for Vv 
the tabloid Daily M^. "If she ; 
accepts, and we won’t know 
untiT the week before Christ- 
mas, we can almost guarantee 
foat a reconciliation is on foe . 
cards," Dempster' asserted. 
Mrs. Parker Bowles, 46, is foe .n 
;^e of Charles' friend army ’■ 
Brig. Andrew Parker Bowles. > 
She was Charles* .gtrlfrM 
vfoen they both were satele* • 
Th^ kept up a close frienSdp ■ 
and were the sifoject of widely - 
puMtsbed gossip fev months. - 

Bush hits the 
lecture circuit 

HOUSTON (AP) — After , . 
nearly a year of self-imp^ 
exile, former PiesideniGemv ' 
Bush is hitting the puw • 
^making circuit In lecsAt ’ 
months, Mr. Bush has shorn . 
up in Dallas, dispettslng 
Kflective perspectives to hotel - 
gtecutives. He's also beat' to. 
Florida, playing tennis with le^. ' 
tired por Chris Even. Aad he 
went to Puerto Rico Ip ratee ' 
money for his presideiii:-: *.• ’ 
tery at Texas A And M 
venity. Qeom Buiih’i wm 
and white House wittieftms 


for a toastamster 
fore Amway DistribuiMS^ ^ 
September cost a- eool 
S1 IjO, 000, about hs^of wto 
earned annually as presideni' 





